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Morgan is 
furious at 
court fine 

WOLVES owner Steve Morgan has been 
ordered to pay more than £1,300 after claiming 
he could not remember who was driving his 
Mercedes when it was caught speeding. 

The property tycoon branded the case “absolutely 
ridiculous” after telling a court it was not clear who 
was behind the wheel of his car, registered 1 WFC, 
when it was caught doing 64mph in a 50mph zone. 

Morgan, aged 58, asked for photographic evidence 
before writing to police to say he did not know who 
was driving. 

A court heard he had driven from his home at 
Carden Hall near Chester to Ewloe, a small town in 
North Wales, on the morning his silver car was 
snapped in roadworks. 

Appeal 

Moments later his estates manager David 
Edwards drove the car back but realised Morgan had 
left his glasses in the car. 

He returned to Ewloe driving through the same 
roadworks, on the A55 at Broughton in Cheshire. 

Both he and Mr Edwards said they did not know 
who was behind the wheel when it broke the speed 
limit, at around 9.30am on May 6. 

But Flintshire magistrates said they were not sat¬ 
isfied that Morgan did not know who was driving. 

They convicted him of failing to tell police who was 
driving the car and fined him £600, imposed three 
penalty points and ordered him to pay £715 costs. 
But Morgan reacted angrily, saying: “For something 
I’m not sure I even did, it’s ridiculous, absolutely 
ridiculous.” 

His lawyer Mike Gray said an appeal was planned 
but the businessman would take seven days to “take 
stock”. He said Morgan was an “incredibly busy 
man” whose day in court had cost him a lot of money. 


Soraya Bates with her 
daughter, Shanee-Leigh 

times a week. 

Jennings’ Bilston 
Funeral Arranger, Lor¬ 
raine Boden, said: “She’s 
a darling, a very happy 
child, and such an inspi¬ 
ration.” 

Jennings is planning a 
sky dive, bike ride, and 
buggy walk, to help 
Shanee-Leigh and the 
kidney ward. 

Mum, Soraya Bates, 
aged 21, of Moxley, said: 
“Without dialysis, 
Shanee would most cer¬ 
tainly die.” 

To donate to the appeal 
call 01902 497101, or e- 
mail info@bch.nhs.uk 



Funding 
aid for 
baby 

A ONE-year-old 
Bilston baby, being kept 
alive without any 
kidneys, has inspired 
help from well-wishers 
with the support of a 
local funeral director. 

Staff from Jennings 
Funeral Directors, 
Church Street, have 
launched a series of 
fundraising events to 
help Shanee-Leigh 
Brumwell, the youngest 
child to have dialysis at 
Birmingham Children’s 
Hospital. 

Shanee, who suffered 
two strokes in the womb, 
had her kidneys removed 
at just six-months and 
has since undergone 13 
operations. 

She now survives by 
having dialysis three 


Birthday cheer as Harley 
tracks down perfect pint 

HE’S lived through one world war, brewery which produces his favourite 
two global recessions, 16 prime min- drink, Banks’s. 

isters and been of legal drinking age “I love a pint of Banks’s mild but I 

for 68 years, but a Pendeford beer struggle to find it anywhere,” Harley 
lover is still searching for the perfect said. “The tour was very pleasant and 
pint. a lovely surprise and we got a free 

Harley Chamberlain may be 86 but drink which was great!” 
he’s still partial to a tipple or two and Richard Frost, head brewer at 
regularly frequents The Bull in Banks’s, invited Harley to return to 
Codsall for a pint on Saturday nights, the brewery as a personal guest. 

And to celebrate his love of all things “We are really honoured that Mr 
beer, Harley was last weekend given Chamberlain likes our beer and hope 
a surprise birthday tour of the he enjoyed his tour,” he added. 



Harley Chamberlain with a pint of his favourite mild 


Estate residents ‘wrongly billed for work’ 

CONFUSION 
OVER BILLS 
FOR REPAIRS 


Summer 
Row: Hope 
of rescue 

THE CITY’S £300m 
Summer Row shop¬ 
ping project could be 
rescued at the last 
minute by new 
investors. 

Current developer 
Multi’s self-imposed 
deadline on whether 
they will fund the 
Wolverhampton 
project ran out on 
Tuesday(Nov 30). 

Compulsory Pur¬ 
chase Orders on 200 
businesses standing 
in the way of Summer 
Row are due to expire 
in February. 

Wolverhampton 
City Council regenera¬ 
tion boss Steve Boyes 
said there was “a lot of 
interest in Wolver¬ 
hampton”. 


LEASEHOLDERS in a 
Wolverhampton estate 
have been left confused 
after receiving an incor¬ 
rect service charge 
invoice from Wolver¬ 
hampton Homes. 

Residents from the Vauxhall 
estate have complained that they 
are being billed for maintenance 
work that has been carried out on 
neighbouring high rise flats. 

It appeared a payment towards 
the cost of installing a disabled 
access ramp outside a nearby 
concierge office was expected to be 
paid by the 15 leaseholders on the 
estate. 

Dave Poyner, aged 79, of Vaux¬ 
hall House, said: “Wolverhampton 
Homes are charging leaseholders 
for work which has nothing to do 
with them, work that has been 
carried out in different buildings 
across the estate. 

“Some of the leaseholders have 
received a bill for creating a dis¬ 
abled ramp, which had to be done 
by law and because of this the cost 
should be paid from Wolverhamp¬ 
ton Homes’ own purse. 

“They are not checking what 


by Chris Feehan 

wolchron@expressandstar.co.uk 

they are allowed to charge for. I’ve 
worked within the local govern¬ 
ment for most of my working life 
and some of the things they try to 
get away with nowadays are 
ridiculous. 

“They should notify people 
about the work they intend to do 
instead of just sending a bill 
saying you have to pay for this and 
that. There is a lack of communi¬ 
cation on their part.” 

Aware 

Wolverhampton Homes 

spokesperson Kate Hughes said: 
“All costs with regards to services, 
repairs and improvements are 
divided equally between the prop¬ 
erties and leaseholders pay their 
appropriate share. 

“On investigation, we have 
found that the two invoices (for a 
leaseholder contribution of £4.90) 
were produced in error, because 
we raised a repair incorrectly. It 
won’t happen again. 

“The third invoice was correct. 
It was to repair the worn concrete 
in the bin room, where the bins 


had kept getting stuck in a rut.” 

In January 2011, Wolverhamp¬ 
ton Homes will be implementing 
quarterly repair statements so 
that leaseholders are made aware 
of all repairs carried out, prior to 
receiving invoices. 

Leaseholders on the Vauxhall 
estate currently receive two 
invoices per year from Wolver¬ 
hampton Homes and the Wolver¬ 
hampton City Council. 

The actual service charge 
invoice comes during March and 
relates to grounds keeping, 
concierge costs as well as adminis¬ 
tration fees. The second service 
charge bill arrives in November 
and relates to repair and construc¬ 
tion work within the estate. 

Tracy Feehan, a leaseholder on 
the estate for 10 years, said: 
“Every time I receive a bill there is 
insufficient information, just 
vague details of repair work. So we 
have to ring up and find out what 
it is we are paying for. 

“We have to pay for repairs that 
have nothing to do with us or our 
building, including replacing light 
fixtures inside the high rise flats 
despite the fact that we live in the 
maisonette across the” road. It 
doesn’t make any sense. 


Con women 
are fined 
for pyramid 
sell scheme 

AN ESTATE agent and a landlady tricked 
vulnerable elderly women into losing thou¬ 
sands of pounds through a pyramid scheme, a 
court heard. 

Scheming Suman Mahmi, aged 44, and Leith 
Shakes, aged 68, organised recruitment meetings in 
hotels and a community hall in Wolverhampton to 
find their victims. The pair linked up after the older 
woman let three of her four houses through Lata 
Estates, the Finchfield Road West business run by 
Mahmi, Wolverhampton Crown Court was told. 

They then tricked people into handing over £500 
each by claiming the investment could be turned into 
£3,500. Each was told they would get their return as 
they moved higher up the pyramid as more people 
joined. 

Prosecutor Mr Tony Watkin said: “It was a 
pyramid selling scheme in which both played a part, 
although neither will admit to starting it.” 

Witnesses 

It was launched in September 2008 and quickly 
hit trouble although not before the defendants had 
each pocketed £3,500 from their £500 stake. 

Others conned into taking part were left out of 
pocket when the scheme fell apart in April 2009. 
They alerted Wolverhampton Trading Standards 
department. 

Documents recovered suggested that 64 people 
might have paid £32,000 into the scheme, with 55 of 
them left out of pocket. But only seven people were 
prepared to appear as witnesses. The seven could be 
proved to have lost a total of £4,500. 

Mahmi, of Windmill Lane, Castlecroft, who owns 
five houses in the city, and Shakes of Bushbury 
Road, Fallings Park, admitted engaging in a prohib¬ 
ited commercial practice between September 2008 
and May 2009. 

Each was ordered to pay £2,250 compensation to 
the seven victims and£2,200 towards the costs of the 
case. Mahmi was fined £3,250 and Shakes £3,000. 

Vote plea as 
school aims 
to be in the 
driving seat 

WOLVERHAMPTON'S Dunstall Hill Primary 
School is a finalist in the Berol by Papermate compe¬ 
tition to win a £30,000 minibus and now needs the 
help of the public to drive it away. 

Launched in March, the competition has chal¬ 
lenged primary and secondary school pupils to 
create a design for the exterior of the 17-seater Ford 
Transit minibus. 

A design by Dunstall Hill's nine year-old Iman 
Sajid (above) is one of just nine shortlisted for the 
final. Staff and students are now depending on the 
public to help them win the vehicle that will even 
boast Iman's artwork. 

The public vote is on the Berol by Papermate 
website (visit: http://minibus.berol.co.uk/) between 
December 1 and 11. To vote for Dunstall Hill 
Primary School click 'August'. 
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Fundraising is heroic 


FROM sprouting facial hair to 
staging a fashion show, staff at Pat- 
shull Park and Hotel, near Patting- 
ham, have been busy raising cash 
for good causes. 

Fitness instructors Neil Chi vers, 
aged 23, and Steve Woods, 26, have 
grown moustaches for an appeal in 
aid of the Prostate Cancer Charity. 

The pair, who work at the park 
and hotel, have joined in the global 
charity campaign which takes place 
each November. 


Their efforts follow fundraising 
for Help for Heroes and Breast 
Cancer Care that brought in around 
£2,500. 

Hotel sales manager John Prior 
said: “It has been a real pleasure 
raising funds to support these char¬ 
ities.” 

And they are already turning 
their attentions to raising more 
money next year — which is the cen¬ 
tenary for Macmillan Cancer 
Support. 



Fundraisers John Prior, Ruth Ferguson, 
Liv Kimbell and Neil Chivers 


Crash woman put 
on a spinal board 

A WOMAN had to be taken to 
hospital on a spinal board with sus¬ 
pected neck injuries after a three- 
car collision in Wolverhampton. 

A second driver was also taken to 
New Cross hospital as a precau¬ 
tionary measure after the crash in 
Graiseley Street, at the junction 
with Merridale Street West, at 1pm 
last Saturday. 

A third driver was unhurt in the 
accident. 


-ffi Traders stand up 
«_J to yob behaviour 
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THREE yobs who plagued a Wednesfield shopping pre-cinct 
have been banned from the centre for two years after determined 
traders made a stand against them. 

Jack Harriman, Daniel Westwood and a third youth, who cannot be 
named, made life a misery for shopkeepers in Ashmore Park, making 
threats, shouting abuse at pensioners and throwing missiles at buses. 

Ex-paratrooper Phil Palmer, who runs Musicland, told how traders in 
Griffiths Drive united to get the teenagers kicked out. 

Despite fears of repercussions, they signed a petition and sent it to the 
police, city council and other agencies, identifying the troublemakers and 
demanding action. 

Their courage was rewarded 
almost immediately by police visit¬ 
ing the culprits’ homes and the 
council bringing a prosecution. 

Contact 


Stylists are 
a cut above 


AN AWARD-winning team of 
Wolverhampton hairstylists jetted 
to Paris last month to compete on an 
international level. 

The British squad for the OMC 
Hairworld Championships con¬ 
sisted of 16 of the country’s most tal¬ 
ented coiffures, four of which were 
from Wolverhampton. 

Franco Colabella, of Tettenhall, 
captained the British men’s team 
who competed against 800 hair¬ 
dressers with all four local entrants 
walking away with a coveted award. 

Franco, who has run Penn Fields 
salon Franco International for 
almost 40 years, had trained the 
other three Wolverhampton com¬ 
petitors. 

Husband and wife Steve and 
Allyson Clewlow run Tettenhall’s 
Clark Road salon the Coach House. 
Franco and Steve picked up two 
awards. Allyson Clewlow and Will 
Davis, Franco’s current protege, 
also got awards. 


At Wolverhampton Magistrates 
Court last week, Harriman, aged 

15, of Reynolds Walk, Ashmore 
Park, and a 15-year-old from 
Dudley were given two-year anti¬ 
social behaviour orders. Westwood, 

16, of Festival Way, Whitmore 
Reans, got the same at an earlier 
hearing. 

They ban them from going near 
the Griffiths Drive shops or associ¬ 
ating with each other anywhere in 
Wolverhampton. Nor can they 
contact witnesses, throw missiles or 
abuse, threaten or be offensive in a 
public place. 

After the case, Mr Palmer, aged 
58, told how the peace of the 17 
shops was shattered in June when 
the gang arrived. 

“They stole fire extinguishers, 
swore at passers-by and poked fun 
at the elderly.” 

He said: “When these three 
turned up it was like a bomb had hit 
us.” 


Residents fight new KFC bid 


RESIDENTS have pledged to 
fight KFC’s “audacious” bid to 
transform a former pub in Wolver¬ 
hampton into a drive-through 
restaurant. 

The plan has been revived by 
the fast food giant just weeks 
after it was thrown out by Wolver¬ 
hampton City Council planners. 

The fast food giant wants to 
open a restaurant at the former 
Island House site in Stafford 
Road, Oxley, creating more than 
40 mainly part-time jobs. 

The company submitted a new 
planning application for the 
scheme after original proposals 
were rejected by the council amid 


concerns over noise, litter, fumes, 
parking and anti-social behav¬ 
iour. 

Developer Camlock Properties 
says the number of parking 
spaces has been increased to 39. 
They believe the layout of the car 
park was the main stumbling 
block when proposals went before 
councillors last time. 

Appeal 

However Kerry McLaughlin, 
who launched a petition against 
the first plans, said residents had 
numerous objections and pledged 
to lead a fresh fight. 

“This development is totally 


unsuitable,” said the 35-year-old 
nurse, formerly of Bushbury 
Lane. I’m just astounded they 
have applied again. 

“It has been three months since 
it was unanimously rejected — the 
audacity of it rubs salt in the 
wounds.” 

Camlock Properties represen¬ 
tative John Jowitt has revealed 
that an appeal against the origi¬ 
nal decision has been lodged as 
well as new plans submitted. 

A KFC spokesman said the 
development would create five 
full-time jobs, up to 40 part-time 
jobs and would transform derelict 
land into a tidy, clean site. 


Record is sheer poetry 



Staff and pupils with poem, which is whopping 97ft long 


ARMED with rolls of paper and 
marker pens, pupils from Wolver¬ 
hampton Grammar School have 
created this record-breaking poem - 
stretching a whopping 97ft long. 

Twenty pupils from the Compton 
Road school were taking part in an 
English lesson on National Poetry 
Day on October 7 when they decided 
to find out the length of the longest 
recorded poem. 

At present the record is 75ft and 
pupils set about creating their own 
record-breaking piece of poetry. The 


pupils spent three hours on their 
lyrical masterpiece, which extols the 
merits of English. 

Development director Mark Hand 
said: “We are immensely proud.” 

One of the young poets, 10-year-old 
Emily Hunt, said: “Because the paper 
roll was so long we had to work on the 
floor. It was fun.” 

English staff have submitted to the 
Guinness World Records and should 
know in the next few weeks if they 
have broken the record. 


Safe haven 
scheme for 
the festive 
city revellers 


DETAILS of a 
scheme to keep thou¬ 
sands of Wolverhamp¬ 
ton revellers safe in 
the run-up to Christ¬ 
mas have been 
unveiled. 

The Keep It Safe cam¬ 
paign in the city will this 
year aim to help protect 
thousands of pub and 
club-goers. 

The project is planned 
to run on December 
9/10/11/16/17/18/23/24 
and 31. 

A safe haven will be at 
the Epic Youth Cafe, 
Lichfield Street, where 
people can wait for a taxi 
and get cups of tea, coffee 
and water. Clubbers will 
also be able to use the 
venue for medical treat¬ 
ment and help. 

The youth cafe is nor¬ 
mally closed by 11pm 
and is used by 13-18- 
year-olds. It is believed it 
may be opened as late as 
5am during the cam¬ 
paign, which is run by 
Wolverhampton City 
Council with the city’s 
primary care trust. 

Council spokesman 
Paul Brown said: “The 
campaign is all about 


creating a safe and posi¬ 
tive night-time economy 
for Wolverhampton. 

“It is designed to help 
night-time visitors to 
Wolverhampton enjoy 
themselves safely by 
offering them reassur¬ 
ance, help and support if 
they need it and by 
making sure they get 
home safely after a great 
night out.” 

Organisers will spread 
the message using social 
networking sites includ¬ 
ing Facebook as well as 
using retailers, pubs, 
bars and clubs. 

Signs 

Bluetooth will be used 
in the city centre to 
transmit information to 
mobile phones on issues 
including alcohol as well 
as details of taxi firm 
numbers. 

Flashing electronic 
signs will also be 
installed on roads 
around the city warning 
people not to drink and 
drive. Free parking 
would be available at St 
Peter’s car park in Wul- 
fruna Street on Keep it 
Safe nights . 


Jail for man, 23 
who hid cocaine 

A MAN spotted hiding heroin and cocaine on 
waste ground near Wolverhampton city centre by an 
off-duty police officer has been jailed for two years. 

The constable saw Abdul Abubuker putting a 
package among rubble on the site near Penn Road 
and Graiseley Hill on October 1, the city’s crown 
court heard. 

Prosecuting, Mr Howard Searle said: “The man 
walked away and the officer removed the package 
that contained 93 wraps of heroin and cocaine. He 
waited and saw the defendant return to the same 
spot 10 or 15 minutes later and discover it gone. He 
was arrested.” 

Police searched his home and found a CS gas can- 
nister hidden. Mr Sunit Sandhu, defending, said 23- 
year-old Abubuker was dealing drugs to clear debts. 
He was planning to get married. 

Abubuker from Fern Leys, Finchfield, who had 
previous convictions, admitted possessing the can- 
nister and having heroin and cocaine with intent to 
supply. 


Wellington proves 
hit for aircraft fans 

THOUSANDS of visitors from across the country 
visited the RAF Museum Cosford to view the 
restoration work taking place on the Vickers 
Wellington aeroplane. 

Bosses say the latest conservation centre open 
week was the busiest ever, with more than 3,000 vis¬ 
itors in just six days. 

The aircraft is one of only two surviving Welling¬ 
tons and is the only complete example of its kind in 
the world. It was collected from London in July for 
the launch of a five-year restoration programme. 
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Shock at 
report on 
hospitals’ 
death rate 

DEATH rates at hospitals in 
Wolverhampton and Dudley were 
higher than expected last year, 
according to an influential new 
report. 

The Dr Foster Hospital Guide says 
both The Royal Wolverhampton Hos¬ 
pitals NHS Trust, which runs New 
Cross, and The Dudley Group of Hos¬ 
pitals NHS Foundation Trust, which 
runs Russells Hall Hospital, have 
more deaths than expected. 

The survey found the death rate at 
the Wolverhampton trust was 16 per 
cent higher than expected. And at the 
Dudley trust it was 15 per cent higher. 

Death rates at Mid-Staffordshire 
NHS Foundation Trust, which had 
been rocked by a series of tragedies at 
Stafford Hospital was found to be 
lower than expected with a ratio 
rating of 87. 

The trust’s mortality rate has fallen 
sharply since regulators began 
looking into the trust two years ago. 

The Dr Foster guide uses factors 
including a patient’s diagnosis, age 
and admission method. If a trust has 
the same number of overall deaths as 
estimated, it is given a score of 100. 

Reassure 

If it has 10 per cent more or less it 
gets either 110 or 90. Dudley’s was 115 
and Wolverhampton’s was 116. 

The report also looked at deaths 
caused by specific conditions found 
The Royal Wolverhampton Hospitals 
NHS Trust had the joint highest ratio 
in the country of 121-21 per cent 
higher than expected. 

Its chief executive David Loughton 
said: “Patients can be reassured that 
we rigorously monitor the rates of 
mortality in this hospital to identify if 
any action need to be taken to improve 
the care we offer.” 

Paula Clark, chief executive of the 
Dudley Group of Hospitals NHS Foun¬ 
dation Trust, said there had been a big 
increase in the number of inpatients 
and day cases in the last four years but 
the number of deaths has remained 
almost the same. 



Queue to see Peppa Pig 


Ruling cuts short Peppa Pig visit 


CHILDREN’S favourite Peppa Pig left 
hundreds of young fans disappointed 
after being forced to abandon a meet and 
greet because of health and safety red 
tape. 

The character appeared at Wolver¬ 
hampton’s Beatties store to pose with 
families after helping to switch on the 
city’s Christmas lights. But many young¬ 
sters were unable to get close after the 
woman in the novelty suit halted the 
visit, saying she had gone over her time 
limit in the costume. 

Beatties have insisted the meet and 
greet had still lasted longer than initially 
intended. Manager Parminder Sahota 


said: “It was only a last-minute thing that 
a member of the team decided to ask for 
Peppa Pig to pop into the store after 
switching on the lights. We agreed for the 
appearance to be just 10 minutes but she 
actually stayed around 25 minutes, 
which is much more than we had 
expected. 

“I think we were all overwhelmed by 
how popular it was. Once word got 
around that Peppa Pig was in Beatties, 
we had hundreds of people coming 
through the doors. 

Jonn Penney, spokesman for outdoor 
events in the city, said: “Beatties asked 
for Peppa Pig to go into the store after 


switching on the Christmas lights and it 
was agreed she could as long as she only 
stayed in the suit for the 45 minutes she 
is allowed. 

“The lady is only allowed to be in the 
suit for 45 minutes because of health and 
safety.” 

The children’s favourite turned on the 
Christmas lights in Wolverhampton last 
Wednesday in front of a record 12,000- 
strong crowd. 

The character appeared alongside 
Christopher Biggins, who will be starring 
as Widow Twankey in this year’s pan¬ 
tomime at the Grand Theatre. 


City university chiefs 
earned more than PM 


TWO University of Wolverhampton employees commanded 
more than the £142,000 salary of the Prime Minister last 
year - and a further five took home at least £100,000. 

The university today refused to disclose job titles or exact pay 
although councils give details of high earners under the Freedom of 

wolchron@expressandstar.co.uk 

sprawling, high-earning bureaucracy 
develop,” he said. 

“Universities need to control their 
costs. These high salaries need to be 
reconsidered. 

“At the same time, the university 
needs to accept that taxpayers have a 
right to see how their money is spent 
and accept transparency the way all 
sorts of other institutions from gov¬ 
ernment departments to local councils 
have.” 

Ashar Ehsan, university director of 
marketing and communications, said: 
“The university has provided figures 
in response to a Freedom of Informa¬ 
tion request and we have nothing 
further to add.” 

Last week there were demonstra¬ 
tions against education cuts nation¬ 
ally and on November 11 a protest saw 
demonstrators raid the Tories London 
HQ. 


Fame is name of the game 
for pupils with the X Factor 



Youngsters enjoy the fun and (below) Tyler Amesbury as Sid Vicious 


Other taxpayer-funded bodies, 
including Staffordshire Fire and 
Rescue Service, voluntarily publish 
big earners’ details on public web¬ 
sites. 

A further 15 employees earned 
between £80,000 and £100,000, while 
73 received got £60,000-£80,000. 

Figures relate salary and bonuses 
paid in the academic year ending July 
2009. The university says it will not 
make 2009/10 data available until 
early 2011. 

Competitive 

The Government plans to cut uni¬ 
versities’ teaching budgets by £2.9 
billion and lift tuition fees limits to 
£9,000. Matthew Sinclair, of the Tax- 
Payers’Alliance, called on the univer¬ 
sity to cut costs and questioned the 
organisation’s transparency. 

“As the market becomes more com¬ 
petitive and funding necessarily 
comes under pressure, they can’t let a 


Father in plea after 
wedding lake tragedy 



THE FATHER of a best man 
who drowned during the wedding 
reception has called for safety 
measures at the lake where it 
happened. 

Patrick Cody, aged 26, drowned in 
the lake at Patshull Park, Patting- 
ham, near Wolverhampton, following 
the wedding of friends on August 6. 
His body was found three days later in 
deep water by a police diver. 

His father Dennis Cody called for 
safety improvements to the jetty from 
which he went into the water. He said 
there was no fencing or indication of 
how deep the lake was. 

South Staffordshire coroner 
Andrew Haigh said he would be 
writing to the Patshull Park Golf and 
Country Club asking them to look at 


safety procedures and policies in the 
wake of Mr Cody’s death. He recorded 
a verdict of accidental death. Det Con 
Sean Regan, who investigated the 
death, said Mr Cody had been one of 
three best men at the wedding of 
David and Sarah-Jane Abbiss. 

Mr Cody, of Sedgley, had consumed 
alcohol at the reception but witnesses 
said he was still able to hold a normal 
conversation. 

Asthma 

A toxicology report revealed no 
drugs in Mr Cody’s body, but his blood 
alcohol level was 150 milligrammes in 
100 millilitres of blood—almost double 
the drink-drive limit. 

Pathologist Dr Terence Holing- 
worth told the hearing in Cannock 
that in his report that that level could 


Patrick Cody 


have impaired judgement. 

Coroner’s officer Andrew Heathcote 
said Mr Cody had suffered from mild 
asthma but there was no indication 
he had suffered an asthma attack in 
the water. DC Sean Regan said that at 
10.30pm Mr Cody was with other 
guests who had gathered at the jetty 
and were laughing and joking. Mr 
Cody stripped down to his boxer 
shorts and tested the water with his 
foot before lowering himself in. 

He set off capably doing front crawl 
but then he shouted “help me.”. 

Mr Regan said some thought he was 
joking and others became concerned. 

The emergency services were called 
and guests used vehicles to try toillu- 
minate the lake. 

• Concert for Patrick 


A STAR-studded cast of pupils 
and staff took to the stage at 
Sandown First School for an X 
Factor extravaganza. 

The Perton School held a boot 
camp recently where routines and 
lyrics were perfected by the chil¬ 
dren for a live show in the after¬ 
noon. 

Songs by Cheryl Cole, McFly, 
Take That and sing-a-long series 
Glee proved the most popular and 
the children dressed up as stars 
including Jamiroquai, Johnny 
Cash, Sid Vicious and Hannah 
Montana. 

Costumes 

Four of the staff sat in for X 
Factor’s famous judges to award 
the most entertaining performers 
with certificates for best singer, 
best dance routine; best overall act 
and most admirable teamwork. 

Even the staff were after their 15 
minutes of fame with Lady Gaga 
and Abba costumes brightening up 
the classrooms. 

The day was organised for recep¬ 
tion, years one and two, to launch 
the school’s new Sounds Interest¬ 
ing topic which explores music and 
sound skills across the curriculum. 
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Church 
lined up 
for old 
tyre site 

A FORMER tyre factory depot 
in Wolverhampton will be trans¬ 
formed into a new £2.25 million 
church under development plans. 

The ex-Goodyear tyre depot, in 
Clifton Street, Chapel Ash, will be 
replaced by a new building with space 
for about 250 worshippers, as well as 
creche, cafe, and youth centre facili¬ 
ties. 

The application has been submitted 
by Christian church Lifespring, 
which has been based at University of 
Wolverhampton’s Compton Park 
campus for eight years. 

It is now looking for a permanent 
new home in a bid to meet the 
demands of the growing congregation. 

Building work is expected to start 
in March next year if the application 
for the new development is given the 
go ahead by planning bosses. It would 
then be open for worshippers by next 
year. 

Jobs 

Mark Healey, of agent Provision 
UK Ltd, said: “We got planning 
approval for a place of worship earlier 
this year to renovate the existing 
building current building but we have 
come to the conclusion that it is better 
to start again rather than try to make 
the most of the building.” 

Lifespring pastor Tony Wastell 
added that there would also be new 
jobs created within the development. 

“The church formed 12 years ago 
and was based at the Brittania Hotel 
before we moved to the university but 
we are in real need of our own facility.” 

Consultation letters have been 
sent out to residents informing them 
of the proposal, and residents have 
until December 23 to raise any issues. 
A decision is due before February 22. 

Graduate 
on terror 
charges 

AN IT graduate from Wolverhamp¬ 
ton accused of soliciting to murder 
members of parliament has appeared 
in court. 

Bilal Zaheer Ahmad, aged 23, was 
arrested earlier this month in connec¬ 
tion with a website, which lists MPs 
who voted for the 2003 Iraq war. 
Ahmad spoke only to confirm his 
name and acknowledge he under¬ 
stood the proceedings when he 
appeared at the Old Bailey this week 
via video link. 

The graduate, of Dunstall Hill, 
Dunstall, is accused of “soliciting, 
encouraging, persuading and endeav¬ 
ouring to persuade” others to murder 
members of the UK parliament 
between November 2 and 5 this year. 

He is also facing three charges of 
collecting information likely to be 
useful to a terrorist. 

Mr Justice Calvert-Smith set a pre¬ 
liminary trial date of June 7 and a 
plea and case management hearing is 
due on April 15. 
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Raj Mehta, managing 
director of Salisbury 
Poultry Ltd, hands a 
cheque for £2,000 to 
Sabir Ahmed, from 
Wolverhampton 
Muslim Forum, in aid 
of the Pakistan Flood 
Appeal. They are with 
(from left) Stephen 
Hammond, commer¬ 
cial director, Salisbury 
Poultry, Councillor 
Elias Mattu, of 
Graiseley ward, and 
Mohammed Khan, of 
West Midlands 
Muslim Forum 



Diners swell disaster fund 


A GENEROUS donation from 
a Bilston poultry firm has 
boosted a Pakistan flood appeal. 

Salisbury Poultry Ltd handed 
over £2,000 to an initiative that 
hopes to see 100 homes rebuilt 
in the disaster zone. 

Raj Mehta, managing direc¬ 
tor, said: “We all support the 
Pakistan flood appeal and are 
proud to be able to donate. We 
have now given a total of £4,000 
and myself and all of Salisbury’s 
employees will continue to 
fundraise in the future.” 


The money was accepted by 
Wolverhampton Muslim 

Forum, which launched a flood 
collection in September that has 
so far risen over £10,000. 

Plans to build a village of 100 
basic dwellings for those left 
homeless after the floods are 
supported by Wolverhampton 
City Council, and Salisbury 
Poultry’s contribution will help 
the forum achieve its target. 

A dinner at the Royale Ban¬ 
queting Suite, Pountney Street, 
Wolverhampton, was held to 


further boost disaster appeal- 
funds last Sunday 
MPs, councillors and business 
people were invited for a three 
course meal, raffle and auction. 

The guest of honour for the 
evening was the Honourable 
Wajid Shamsul Hasan, Ambas¬ 
sador of Pakistan. 

Muslim Forum general secre¬ 
tary Rasaf Khan said: “The pro¬ 
jected cost of each house in the 
village is £2,500 so a continued 
fundraising effort is essential to 
achieve this goal.” 


Store can 
sell drink 
for longer 

A SUPERMARKET in 
Bilston has been granted 
permission to open 
longer and sell alcohol for 
up to 17 hours a day. 

Wolverhampton City 
Council has told Morri¬ 
son’s it can sell alcohol at 
its Bankfield Road store 
from 6am to 11pm every 
day expect Sundays. 

Behaviour 

The previous licence 
covered opening hours of 
8am to 9pm Monday to 
Friday and 8am to 8pm 
on Saturdays. 

But Upton Gardens 
resident Brian Ashworth 
said: “I am vehemently 
opposed to it. 

“The behaviour of 
people in Bilston is very 
much linked to the avail¬ 
ability of cheap booze.” 

Bilston east council¬ 
lors Stephen Simkins 
and Bert Turner have 
also expressed concern 
about the decision. 

Gifts boost 
for children 

DISADVANTAGED 
youngsters from around 
the world will get Christ¬ 
mas gifts thanks to the 
work of generous Wolver¬ 
hampton City Council 
staff. 

They collected 46 shoe- 
boxes filled with toys, 
sweets and crayons to be 
sent to children in Africa, 
Eastern Europe and Asia 
as part of Operation 
Christmas Child. 

The collection was co¬ 
ordinated by staff in the 
legal and admininstra- 
tion section. Senior 
admininstration support 
officer Sylvia Hale said: 
“We would like to thank 
everyone for the fantas¬ 
tic response.” 


Festive taster 

VISITORS to Moseley 
Old Hall, Featherstone, 
can experience a taste of 
Christmas at a candlelit 
tour and dinner on 
December 11 from 6pm. 
Admission is £20 and 
book call 01902 782808. 


Police take keys as 
cars left to warm up 


IGNITION 
taken by West Midlands Police 
from cars left with their engine 
running — to foil thieves. 

Officers said vehicles left unat¬ 
tended to warm up during the cold 
spell were attracting thieves. 

Three cars were stolen in Wolver- 
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keys have been hampton and two in Dudley last 
" ’ " ” Friday, adding to the five cars taken in 

Dudley and another in Walsall since 
last Wednesday. 

It is thought that thieves in some 
parts of the Black Country may be 
driving round streets looking out for 
vehicles left with engines running. 
Police have warned motorists that 

a - insurance firms can refuse to pay 

juiuI a out for cars stolen when the keys 

U|| | UmiO are left in the ignition. 

In Brownhills, a woman was 
unable to spend the last moments 
with her dying father after her 
car wasstolen. 

A thief jumped into and stole 
Sarah-Jane Field’s car after she 
got out to close a barrier at her 
work in Coventry. Her phone was 
in the car and she missed a call 
telling her that her 80-year-old 
father was dying. 

Similar 


Pizza 
of gropes and 
‘English’ jibe 

A TEENAGER was branded an “English 
idiot” and sexually harassed by foreign 
workers at a Wolverhampton pizza shop, a 
tribunal was told. 

Chloe Pinches said she was racially dis¬ 
criminated against and victimised while 
working at Domino’s Pizza, in Tettenhall 
Road, Newbridge. 

Birmingham Employment Tribunal 
ruled that the former employee, who was 
said to be 17 at the time, should be compen¬ 
sated after she said she was forced to leave. 

Ms Pinches, of Green Oak Road, Codsall, 
claimed against Sopranos Pizza Ltd, alleg¬ 
ing she had her bottom and waist felt by one 
of the foreign employees. She also com¬ 
plained she was the subject of racist 
remarks, called an “English idiot” and 
stared at. 

Jeremy Consitt, representing the 
employer, denied there had been race dis¬ 
crimination. 

Tribunal judge Karen Tucker said it 
accepted the “English idiot” remark had 
been made, but did not think it was 
intended to be racist. It will rule on com¬ 
pensation later. 


“I was on my way to visit my 
dad who was in a semi-coma. By 
the time I got home to Brownhills 
after dealing with the police it 
was too late,” she said. 

In Bilston, a Peugeot 206 was 
taken from Constantine Way at 
7.27am on Friday, an Audi A3 was 
stolen in Scott Avenue, Penn ,at 
7.39am, and at 8.06am, a Nissan 
Qashqai was taken in Henwood 
Road, Compton. 

Last Wednesday, at 7.35am, an 
Audi A4 was taken from a drive¬ 
way in Chillington Drive, Milking 
Bank, Dudley, At 8.20am, a VW 
Passat vanished from a driveway 
in Flamborough Way, Coseley. 

In Streetly, a Volvo V70 Estate 
was stolen off a drive at 7.50am 
on Wednesday in Tudor Grove, in 
similar circumstances. 


Concert for Patrick 


FRIENDS of a best man who 
drowned in a lake near Patting- 
ham are holding a concert in his 
memory. 

Patrick Cody, aged 26, went missing 
on August 6 during a wedding recep¬ 
tion at Patshull Park Hotel for Dave 
and Sarah-Jane Abbiss. 

The avid Aston Villa fan from 
Sedgley was keen to become a teacher 
and spent a year as a teaching assis¬ 
tant at Cherry Tree Special School, 


Wombourne, which will receive all 
money raised at Newhampton Arts 
Centre,Whitmore Reans, on Saturday. 

The concert will include perform¬ 
ances from local bands The Fuzz and 
The Spys as well as a Motown set from 
Christopher Nott. Doors open at 8pm 
and entry is £5. 

Aston Villa have donated a signed 
shirt that will be raffled off along with 
a signed Liverpool FC football, 
hampers and items donated by local 
businesses. 



Isobel Kent from the Trust Sanctuary, with Harry Brown (4), of Penn Hall 
school, Kevin Gwilliam (Mander Centre) and Charlie the donkey 


A PUPIL from a Wolverhampton 
school had a special birthday treat on 
a school trip. 

On his fourth birthday, Harry got 
to ride the donkey his school has 
sponsored with the help of the 
Mander Centre. 

Charlie the donkey visited the chil¬ 
dren at Penn Hall School, in Vicarage 
Road, and six pupils went to visit 
him at his home at Elizabeth Svend- 
sen Trust Sanctuary in Sutton Park. 

The trip coincided with Harry’s 
fourth birthday, and as a special 
present, he was allowed to have a 
ride on Charlie. The children accom¬ 


panied Kevin Gwilliam, centre direc¬ 
tor for the Mander Centre, who went 
along to present a cheque to the staff 
on the school's behalf. 

He said: “The children were very 
excited to see Charlie again after he 
visited them at school. I am 
delighted to be involved with Penn 
Hall, and seeing the great work that 
the EST Sanctuary does has been a 
real pleasure.” 

The Mander Centre recently 
announced its partnership with the 
school, and provided the sponsorship 
money to allow the youngsters to visit 
Charlie regularly. 



Raid target Salim Shaikh, of Shaikh Hairdressers, 
Dudley Road, Wolverhampton 

City shops 
targeted in 
raids spree 

RAIDERS wielding sledgehammers and crowbars 
are smashing their way into shops and businesses 
along a main street in Wolverhampton to steal a 
small fortune in cash and goods, police warned. 

Officers say organised gangs are regularly hitting 
businesses in Dudley Road in the dead of night. The 
number of break-ins, said by traders to be the worst 
in two decades, has doubled in recent months. 

Eleven shops have been burgled since September 
compared with five between June and August, and 
those targeted include Uppal Sweet Centre, Samra 
Supermarket and Johal Supermarkets. 

Two men have been charged with burglary since 
September, with a 20-year-old man arrested last 
week accused of breaking into a business in nearby 
Upper Villiers Street. 

Police say the demolition of Phoenix Rise tower 
block and the removal of a neighbourhood wardens 
office has left the area more exposed. 

Sgt Adrian Reeves, of Blakenhall police, said: 
“These are concerted efforts to break in, ranging 
from damaging roller shutters to knocking holes in 
walls with a sledgehammer. 

“It’s been supermarkets, where they’ve stolen 
from tills, to travel agents and shops with large 
amounts of cigarettes and alcohol.” 

Salim Shaikh, owner of Shaikh hairdressers, said 
that on October 28 men with crowbars smashed 
through the window to take up to £500, hairdryers 
and a TV. 

He said: “I’ve been here for 22 years and I’ve never 
seen it like this before.” 

Health base 
bid dropped 

PLANS to build a mental health centre in Wolver¬ 
hampton have been scrapped. 

Health bosses had hoped to build the facility off 
Willenhall Road, Portobello, as part of a £60 million 
overhaul of care. 

They were due to build three centres and Wolver¬ 
hampton City Council was going to help fund a 
further three as part of a joint £90 million scheme. 

The land is now going up for sale on the open 
market, having been set aside since 2003. 

Pressure 

Marketing the site is to cost £20,000 and council 
bosses hope it will be used to build housing. 

Jo Nicholls, of Wolverhampton City Primary Care 
Trust, said the organisation was still committed to 
delivering care closer to where people live. 

“Pressure on public sector finances and changes 
to how the NHS will operate are impacting on major 
investment programmes and proposals for health 
and social care developments in Wolverhampton 
have had to be reviewed. 

“A revised programme of development will see 
West Park Rehabilitation Hospital refurbished and 
the creation of three primary care centres and up to 
two mental health resource centres. 

“No decisions have yet been reached on the loca¬ 
tions of the mental health resource centres.” 
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Charity is 
upset as 
property 
bid refused 

A SOUTH Staffordshire 
charity’s bid to buy a property 
from the NHS was refused — only 
for the building to be placed on the 
market for exactly the same price. 

Wombourne Highflyers placed a 
£250,000 bid for the 12-bedroom 
former care home building at Elder 
Grove, Wombourne. 

The group wants to use the building 
as a respite and relief centre, offering 
day sessions and overnight stays for 
adults with learning disabilities. 

But South Staffordshire PCT, which 
has legal charge on the building, 
insisted on advertising the property - 
for £250,000. 

Value 

Sheila Baker, of the High Flyers 
group, said: “We are disappointed that 
the PCT has not readily accepted our 
offer for the Elder Grove building, 
especially as we plan to fulfil the prop¬ 
erty’s intended use — using it to help 
meet the needs of those with learning 
difficulties. 

“Our plans included providing 
much-needed daytime activities and a 
respite service.” 

South Staffordshire MP Gavin 
Williamson said: “I would like the PCT 
to rethink their decision and accept 
the offer that was made.” 

Nigel Ford, head of estates at the 
primary care trust, said: “The PCT 
does not own the Elder Grove building 
but does have the benefit of a legal 
charge and therefore needs to demon¬ 
strate best market value.” 


Hamlet to be 
screened live 

CINEMAGOERS and theatre 
enthusiasts will combine this month 
when a live production of Hamlet is 
beamed onto the silver screen. 

As part of the second season of 
National Theatre Live the Light 
House Media Centre is screening the 
Shakespearian play in real-time on 
Wednesday, December 9 at 6.45pm. 

Light House will be joining 75 
national venues in screening the per¬ 
formance which will be transmitted 
from the National Theatre Olivier in 
London. 

The Light House is based inside the 
Chubb building on Fryer Street. 
Tickets for the show cost £11.50 and 
concessions are priced at £10.50. 

For more information call 01902 
716055 or visit www.light-house.co.uk 


Billboard man finally lands a job 


AFTER more than two months of 
hunting for work clutching a 6ft tall 
billboard imploring ‘Give Me A Job’, 
Wolverhampton man Steve Lindon 
has finally found employment. 

The determined university-edu¬ 
cated 49-year-old has picked up his 
first pay packet after landing a 
position dealing with customer 
accounts at a leading high street 
bank. 

Mr Lindon, who lives in Pende- 
ford Park, set up pitches in busi¬ 
ness parks and city centres and 
even stood outside the Conserva¬ 
tive Party conference at the ICC in 
Birmingham last month. 


He said: “I have a lot to thank the 
banner for. It sparked loads of inter¬ 
est but is packed away now and, 
hopefully I will not be needing it 
again anytime soon. 

“Everybody I met was very sup¬ 
portive and full of encouragement - 
I think people realise that jobs are 
not easy to come by at the moment 
and are sympathetic of those trying 
to find work. 

“I had around 20 job offers either 
from people who had seen the 
banner or who had heard about it. 

“They ranged from selling fra¬ 
grances in department stores to 
working for an independent finan¬ 


cial adviser. I even had an offer 
from a company that supplied 
actors and actresses to Coronation 
Street and EastEnders. I had four 
interviews and chose the one that I 
felt suited me best.” 

The father-of-three, was made 
redundant from his last paid job as 
a bonds administrator with Legal & 
General in Cardiff 19 months ago 
and then worked as a volunteer 
with the charity Mind. 

Mr Lindon has been signed up in 
his new post for six months with the 
prospect of it becoming full time. 
The bank involved asked not to be 
identified. 



Steve Lindon’s billboard got him a job 


£1 m set aside for 
renovating homes 

wolchron@expressandstar.co.uk 
CASH-STRAPPED Wolverhampton 
City Council is spending £1 million 
seizing and renovating empty properties. 

Bosses are using the cash to regenerate 
streets blighted by derelict homes. The money 
will go on sprucing up buildings that can then 
be sold on. 

Official figures based on council tax regis¬ 
tration show that there are 2,650 empty pri¬ 
vately-owned properties in Wolverhampton. 

Councillors want to chase up property owners 
who have left them to fall into rack and ruin. 

Owners will be given the chance to bring the 
properties back into use for themselves first, 
but failure to do so will see the council take 
over. 

Deprived 

Finance boss Councillor Wendy Thompson 
said: “One million pounds is being put into 
bringing empty properties back into use. It will 
be funded by prudential borrowing and helps 
to ensure that there’s some regeneration going 
on where properties have been left derelict.” 

The council has to save £26m next year and 
£70m by 2015. A property in Meadow Lane in 
Bilston was recently seized after being made 
the subject of an interim empty property order. 

The city council has a 10-year plan to revi¬ 
talise Park Village, one of the most deprived 
areas. Of the 402 homes in the area, 94 per cent 
were built before 1919. 

The council’s ruling Conservative cabinet 
has designated Park Village a neighbourhood 
renewal area. 

But there is no commitment to funding due 
to the council’s need to save money as a result 
of 28 per cent budget cuts imposed by the Gov¬ 
ernment. The scheme will instead concentrate 
on renovating properties. 


It’s a golden day as youngsters 
in Nepal get all kitted up 



More needed for Oliver audition 


ACTORS are being sought for a produc¬ 
tion of Lionel Bart’s Oliver! being staged at 
Wolverhampton’s Grand Theatre. 

West Bromwich Operatic Society which 
has more than 150 members and was 
established in 1938, will put on the show in 
the spring. 

The society is holding open auditions to 
find boys for the parts of Oliver and The 
Artful Dodger, as well as Fagin’s Gang and 
the Workhouse Boys. 

Edward Matty business manager of the 
society, said they usually have around 50 to 
70 people on stage out of a total of 150 
members who also make up off-stage crew. 


“We have around two or three produc¬ 
tions a year and our last production was 
Jesus Christ Superstar which was at The 
Grand and the Alexandra Theatre in Birm¬ 
ingham. 

“We have members of all ages and rather 
than have requirements we are more inter¬ 
ested in how people come across on the 
stage.” 

Auditions will be staged at Wolverhamp¬ 
ton’s Grand Theatre on Saturday starting 
at 9.30am. Hopefuls must pre-register in 
order to guarantee being seen by emailing 
audition@wbos.co.uk or calling 0121 
5503667. 


Friends Angela Vickers and Jackie Adams who headed off to the Nepalese village of Dhosa with former 
Wolves youth kit. Angela Vickers bottom left and Jackie Adams (right) with the kids wearing the kit 


INTREPID explorers from Penn have spread 
support for the Wanderers all the way to Nepal, 
after the team donated a full squad kit to villagers. 

The latest barmy army recruits were teenagers 
from remote village, Dhosa, which friends Jackie 
Adams and Angela Vickers trekked two and a half 
kilometres to reach. 

Miss Adams, 67 of Penn said: “The joy this 
brought to the Nepalese children was priceless. 

“I contacted Wolverhampton Wanderers to get my 
hands on a bit of kit after seeing villagers sporting 
Man U and Chelsea strips on previous holidays. 

“I arrived at the Molineux to collect what I 
thought would be a t-shirt and was presented with 
the entire Under 14s 2007 kit.” 

Jackie and Angela embarked on a 10-day Shaman 
trek of Nepal in October and donated not just the 


kit, but stationery and money to the two schools 
attended by the village children. 

Jackie added: ‘We expected about 30 kids to turn 
up but there were over 200. 

“The teenagers who accepted the kit immediately 
got changed and we named them the Dhosa 
Academy Football Team - they were so happy. 

Dhosa sits high in the mountains of Eastern 
Nepal and the villagers had never met Westerners 
before. 

Many of the children travelled up to 7km to reach 
their nearest school, but due to the November Tihar 
Festival, local children were free to meet with the 
women and accept their donations. 

Jackie, who has two children herself, plans to trek 
in Bhutan next year and hopes to complete a similar 
mission. 
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Fire-hit 
school is 
target for 
raiders 

BURGLARS broke into a 
Wolverhampton school which was 
destroyed by fire several weeks 
ago, escaping with copper piping 
and four storage heaters from the 
nursery building, police revealed 
today. Two arrests have been 
made. 

Wilkinson Primary School in Walter 
Road, Bilston, was targeted at the 
weekend. 

Two teenagers aged 15 and 18 have 
been arrested and released on bail 
pending further inquiries. Officers 
were called to reports of a break-in at 
the school at 1pm on Sunday. 

Rebuild 

Pupils only returned to the site of 
the fire-hit school this week after a 
month taking lessons in the grounds of 
a church. All 335 pupils are now being 
taught in 14 temporary classrooms. 
They will remain in place for the next 
15 months, at a cost of £300,000 which 
is being met by insurers. 

Temporary classrooms were set up 
at St Martin’s Church, in Slater 
Street, while the units were installed 
at the school. 

The rebuild of the school, which was 
burned to the ground by arsonists in 
an attack last month, is now expected 
to cost more than £6 million. 

Headteacher Tina Gibbon revealed 
pupils said: “We have got 14 class¬ 
rooms and an office. All the furniture 
has been donated from schools around 
the city.” 


Wolves fans 
are third for 
match bans 

NEARLY 90 Wolves fans are 
banned from football matches by 
court orders, the third highest 
number in the Premier League. 

Eighty-six football banning orders 
were in place against followers of the 
club as of November 19. 

In all, 3,248 football banning orders 
were in place on November 19, includ¬ 
ing 105 against Newcastle United 
fans — 10 per cent of all the banning 
orders in the Premier League and the 
most of any team at that level - and 91 
against West Ham fans. 

But the number of people arrested 
for football-related disorder fell by 10 
per cent last season. 

A total of 3,391 English and Welsh 
fans were arrested at international 
and domestic games in 2009/10, down 
395 from the previous season. 


Signing off 

BIRMINGHAM Midshires signs are 
to come down at the bank’s Wolver¬ 
hampton HQ - five years after the 
mortgage lender’s branches closed. 

New signs bearing the Lloyds 
Banking Group name go up this week. 

Bosses insisted the move was a 
simple branding exercise and did not 
signal job losses and will not have an 
impact on customers. 
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Charity 
a family 
affair 


AN enterprising 12-year-old 
Wolverhampton girl has raised 
£480 for Children In Need with a 
little help from her family. 

Big-hearted Bethanie Crad¬ 
dock was so touched by a TV film 
highlighting the plight of young¬ 
sters helped by the charity that 
she vowed to help. Four years ago 
the Year 8 Wednesfield High 


School pupil and her mother Sue, 
a nurse at New Cross Hospital, 
made jam and pickle onions for 
neighbours and friends. 

This raised almost £100, inspir¬ 
ing Bethanie to organise bigger 
events every year since, involving 
an increasing number of her 
family. Father Dave and grand¬ 
mother Mrs Annie Smith also 


joined in and a room at their home 
in Colman Avenue, Wednesfield, 
used to store stock. Mr Craddock, 
a 46-year-old nurse at Walsall’s 
Manor Hospital, said: ‘We are all 
extremely proud of her.” 

The produce was snapped up by 
friends, workmates and the con¬ 
gregation of St Chad’s Church, in 
Stubby Lane, Wednesfield. 


Anger at Wolvestock 
entrance charge plan 


Pupils give voice to choir concert 


YOUNG singers 
from a school in 
Wolverhampton took 
part in the world’s 
largest children’s choir 
concert. 

Twenty-eight chil¬ 
dren from Hill Avenue 
Primary School in 
Lanesfield joined chil¬ 
dren from all over the 
Midlands at the Young 
Voices concert which 
was held at Birming¬ 
ham’s LG Arena last 
week. 

Concerts 

Choir mistress Ruth 
Walker said: “All the 
children have worked 
really hard since July, 
learning the songs and 
parents are very sup¬ 
portive.” 

Young Voices has 
been running for 14 
years and sees 70,000 
singers taking part in 
concerts around the 
country, featuring 
choirs from local 
schools. 

This year’s star per¬ 
formers have included 
Dionne Bromfield, All 
Angels and Josh Osho. 




Phoebe Curran, aged 10, Molly Birch, eight and Maria 
Agenello, 10, who sang with friends from Hill Avenue School at 
a concert at Birmingham’s LG Arena 


PLANS to start charging visi¬ 
tors to a popular summer show at 
a Wolverhampton park while one 
of the opposite of the city remains 
free has sparked outrage. 

East Park councillor Steve Hall 
branded the proposal as barmy and 
totally unfair, warning: “This is going 
to split the place down the middle and 
make a lot of people very angry. ” 

He said the council should charge for 
both of the events or charge for neither. 

The row stems from proposals for a 
£5 adult day ticket or £8 for a weekend 
pass at the country music festival 
Wolvestock in East Park in July, but 
let them in free to the City Show at 
West Park just days earlier. 

The move comes as the council tries 
to cut£100,000 from its outdoor events 
budget and follows the scrapping of a 
bid to charge entry at Wolvestock last 
year amid fears of poor ticket sales. 

It has been free throughout its 15- 
year history and attracts around 
20,000 people. Up to 80,000 go to the 
annual City Show without charge and 
council leader Neville Patten has ruled 
out charging £2 for an adult ticket. 

Councillor Hall said: “This is ridicu¬ 
lous. You cannot have different rules 
for parks on either side of the city. It is 
not fair to the people of East Park 
whose community benefits from this 
event just as much as others do from 
the show at West Park.” 

Councillor Patten said: “This may 
appear unfair but the City Show 
attracts people from all over the city, 
whereas people travel from through¬ 
out the country to attend Wolvestock. 
They should contribute some of the 
cost of putting it on.” 
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Olympics heroes fight 
to save historic baths 


Students send gifts worldwide 


CHILDREN in 
countries stricken by 
poverty will be 
tearing open Christ¬ 
mas presents from 
generous City of 
Wolverhampton 
College students this 
year. 

Travel and tourism 
students have filled 
more than 50 shoe- 
boxes full of gifts for 
Operation Christmas 
Child, run by the 
Samaritans Purse. 

Toys, clothes, 
sweets, stationery 
and other gifts have 
been wrapped, with 
students receiving 
donations of shoe 
boxes from stores in 
the city including 
Clark’s, Shoe Zone 
and Wallis. 

College lecturer 
Claire Gleeson said: 
“The students and 
their families have 
been very generous. 
The boxes have been 
filled with some lovely 
gifts which will go to 
poorer children in 
Africa, eastern 

Europe and central 
Asia this Christmas.” 

Operation Christ¬ 
mas Child, the largest 
of its kind, is celebrat¬ 
ing 20 years of the 
shoebox appeal this 
year. In 2009 more 
than 500,000 people 
across the UK got 
involved, wrapping 
and packing almost 
1.2 million shoeboxes. 



Rebekah Campbell, 17, Rebecca Lewis, 18, and fellow 
Wolverhampton College students with some of the shoe- 
boxes they have produced for the appeal 


THREE Wolverhampton Olym¬ 
pians are spearheading a bid to save a 
former swimming baths in the city 
that has fallen into disrepair and 
faced losing its listed building status. 

Javelin gold medal winner Tessa 
Sanderson is fronting plans for a £4 
million Heath Town Sports Academy 
alongside former judo star husband 
Densign White and Kerrith Brown, who 
attended Heath Park School and won 
bronze in judo at Los Angeles in 1984. 

Residents in Heath Town have been 
calling for action since the baths, sports 
centre and library in Tudor Road closed in 
2006 and became a target for vandals. 

The proposed Sports Academy could 
include a leisure centre offering a range of 
sports and after-school clubs. 

Mr Brown has promised an “aggressive” 
campaign to launch the academy to coin¬ 
cide with the Olympic fever set to sweep 
the nation in 2012. His vision is to offer 
coaching courses led by genuine Olympic 
athletes and revive community spirit. 

Regeneration 

They are working with building experts 
and a project team of Wolverhampton City 
Council officers to bring plans to fruition, 
but the project will be dependent on sub¬ 
stantial grants and external investment. 

The former athletes have held talks with 
council leader Neville Patten, regenera¬ 
tion leader Paddy Bradley and Heath 
Town ward’s Councillor Margaret Findlay. 

Councillor Findlay said: “This building 
has fallen into rack and ruin over the last 
few years so this is great news.” 

City council spokes-man Tim Clark said: 
“A meeting was held between the group 
and senior officers from our regeneration 
team. We agreed to put together a project 
team and do what we can. We are very opti¬ 
mistic.” 

• Memory Lane judo - Page 10 


Footballers’ £1,250 present 

WOLVERHAMPTON Sunday league 
football team HUF UK FC gave £1,250 to 
Acorns Children’s Hospice. A raffle, two 
matches at Darlaston Town FC and other 
events raised cash 
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Too far for disabled to walk safely 


Having seen your article in the 
Chronicle I wanted to give my com¬ 
ments on the situation for students at 
the premises. 

I am a disabled student who attends 
The Maltings adult education centre. 
When I signed up to study sugarcraft 
and jewellery making I was assured 
there was parking available there for 
students but after starting my courses 
I find that they have withdrawn this 
facility without notice to students. 

When my husband dropped me off 
two Mondays ago he was confronted by 
an agressive man who told my 
husband he should not be on the car 
park and that he should leave the site 
immediately. 

I was advised by my tutor that I can 
park in the car park using my disabled 
‘blue badge’ parking permit in one of 
the allocated disabled parking bays. 


There are just two bays for disabled 
centre users and these are often filled 
with cars without disabled permits dis¬ 
played. 

It is my feeling that disabled stu¬ 
dents are being discriminated against 
and that all students were given false 
information by the adult education 
services on signing up for the courses. 

I realise there is a public car park 
nearby but this is a ‘one price all day’ 
car park at £4.50 per day which is 
extremely expensive for the two hours 
of a class at the centre. 

This car park is too far for anyone 
with any disabilty to walk safely. It 
would be difficult for any student 
young or old to carry all their equip¬ 
ment. 

MRS SUZANNE WALL 
Sundridge Walk 
Wolverhampton 


BRIDGE CORNER 


TRUMPS or No 
Trumps? That is the 
question. This hand 
came up in my Saturday 
class. In my view it is 
usually better to play in 
Four Flearts or Four 
Spades rather than Three 
No Trumps - despite the 
extra trick - as you have 
trump control. 

In this instance, 12 
tricks can be made in No 
Trumps providing you 
don’t get a spade lead. 
But in this instance, a 
spade lead is mandatory. 

Unfortunately, the 
heart finesse is wrong, 
and East-West can make 
three spade tricks and 
the queen of hearts, 
although the contract 
makes. In Four Flearts, 
Declarer can make 10 
tricks on any lead, losing 
only two spades and the 
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heart queen. But how do 
you get to Four Flearts? 
Try the bidding listed. 

The Three Diamonds 
bid by South is 100 per 


PROPOSED BIDDING 

N 1C 
Four clubs 
S 1 FI 
Four hearts 
N 2NT 
17-18pts 
S 3D 

Five hearts, fourdiamonds 
N 4 FI 

Five-three heart fit 

cent forcing and can 
never be passed. It 
shows five hearts, so 
North can play confi¬ 
dently with only three of 
the suit. 

Players who wish to 
improve bidding and play 
are welcome on a Satur¬ 
day morning. Phone 
Jenny on 01902 756859. 

Visit for Wolverhamp¬ 
ton Bridge Club site, 
www.bridgewebs.com/w 
olverhampton -Jenny 


LETTERS 


- Parking fee makes cost 
of lesson unreasonable 

Further to the article about parking at The Malt¬ 
ings for adult education classes, I was disappointed 
with the council's off-hand response. 

At Pendeford we had free parking and when the 
site was closed we were assured that we would still 
get free parking at The Maltings. 

By having to pay £4.50 to park at the long-stay 
Faulkland Street car park, the cost per lesson will 
become £10.50, unreasonable for anyone on a 
pension as I am. 

Other car parks are too far away and the bus is not 
an option with all the equipment it is necessary to 
carry. 

May I suggest that the council gives students a 
pass to Faulkland Street car park, which never 
seems to be full. They could limit the pass for use 
during class-time only. The council should be encour¬ 
aging people to keep active with continued education 
but their uncaring attitude will have the opposite 
effsct. 

CAROLYN MCLAREN 
| York Avenue 

Finchfield 

Don’t let your diabetes 
spoil Christmas plans 


As preparations for 
Christmas get under¬ 
way and people begin to 
be full of Christmas 
cheer, some of your 
readers who have dia¬ 
betes will realise that 
Christmas is not as 
straight forward as they 
would like it to be. 

For most people, 
Christmas is a time for 
treats and a bit of over- 
indulgence and any 
extra pounds can be lost 
in the New Year. All of 
these things are fine and 
simply lead to putting on 
a few pounds. 

But for someone with 
diabetes Christmas is a 
time of temptation, 
unpredictable or 

delayed meals, extra 


nibbles, excitement and 
stress, all of which can 
lead to varying blood 
sugars. We recognise 
that Christmas can be 
difficult and a daunting 
time for people who have 
Type 1 and Type 2 dia¬ 
betes, especially the first 
Christmas with dia¬ 
betes, so we have com¬ 
piled a fact sheet and 
Christmas information 
pack that will help to 
make Christmas a bit 
easier. 

We can send this infor¬ 
mation out free to any of 
your readers. Call 01604 
622837 or email: 
martin@iddtinterna- 
tional.org 

MARTIN HIRST 
Diabetes Trust 


LOUISE LOOKS BACK 50 YEARS 



Anxious Wolverhampton 
green grocers, wholesalers 
and fish fryers worried 
about the potato crisis, had 
a meeting with Potato Mar¬ 
keting Board officials to 
complain that potatoes 
were bad and scarce. 

But Mr J Hargreaves the 
board’s area chief, claimed: 
“There is nothing to worry 
about, and was supported 
in this view by some of the 
local merchants, but in 
other quarters there was a 
real fear of a shortage, par¬ 
ticularly of good potatoes, 
over the coming months. 

Fish fryers, for instance, 
complained that the larger 
potatoes had already been 
taken off the market, 
regardless of whether they 


ABOVE: Mr Tildesley of Tet- 
tenhall Court, shows a 
student how to manage her 
skis in his dry ski class. The 
classes were held every 
Thursday night in the Drill 
Flail, Fallings Park 

RIGFIT: The spotlight shines 
on two happy girls sharing a 
silver trophy for their 
dancing performances 
during the year. 
Angela Flarley (14) and 
Susan Flarrison (11) 
received their award at the 
annual dancing display by 
the She-Marie Dancing 
Academy at the Wulfrun Flail 
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were bad or good quality. 
Mr Hargreaves said they 
can’t afford to have any 
good potatoes rejected - 
whatever size they are. 

In Wolverhampton 
shops and markets 
many traders were fore¬ 
casting a crisis within a 
month. 

“There will be a short¬ 
age before Christmas,” 
said Mr Harold Powell, 
manager of a Worcester 
Street shop.“We will 
have to sell more pre¬ 
packed potatoes.” 

Greengrocer Mr F 
Goodall of Chapel Ash 
confirmed the cost of the 
potatoes had gone up 
due to the shortage. 

Mr Sam Hyde, one of 
Wolverhampton’s three 
most important potato 
wholesalers, had been 
travelling all over the 
country to get supplies. 

• • • 

The eight Princes 
aboard ‘Susan’ a red and 
green longboat moored 
at canalside, Compton 
were expected to be 
living in a house in 
Finchfield before Christ¬ 
mas. 

Susan was the last of 
the houseboats at Tet- 
tenhall to leave the 
water. Tettenhall Urban 
District Council’s public 
health committee main¬ 



tained tnatthe boat was 
unfit for human habita¬ 
tion and incapable of 
being made fit at a rea¬ 
sonable cost. 

Widowed mother of 
seven children aboard, 
Ann Prince, declared the 
boat was perfectly fit. 
But added she longed 
for a home for her chil¬ 
dren. 

Mr Sidney Beresford, 
Tettenhall housing 
manager, said things 
looked rosy for the 
Princes, and they should 
be given a house before 
Christmas. 

Mrs Prince insisted 
there was nothing wrong 
with the boat. 

“Living there was 
healthy. During our two 
and a half years stay 
none of the children had 
been ill. We have never 
had a rat or mouse 
aboard and I can’t see 
why the council think 
the boat is unfit. ,” 
added Mrs Prince. 

Mr Barnes, Tetten- 
hall’s public health 
inspector, declined to 
give reasons why the 
boat was considered to 
be unfit for habitation. 
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Head is disappointed 
over special measures 


Musical moves from dancers 


A DANCE school 
in Wolverhampton 
has staged a glitter¬ 
ing end-of-year per¬ 
formance. 

The Denise Robin¬ 
son School of Dance 
put on Musicality at 
the Dormston Mill 
Theatre, Sedgley, on 
Sunday and Monday. 

Themes 

The show involved 
all 55 members of 
the school, who are 
aged from just three 
up to their mid-40s. 

It involved a 
variety of songs and 
themes from famous 
musicals and songs. 

The school is 
based at Penn 
United Reformed 
Church Hall, Penn 
Road. Denise Robin¬ 
son, has run it for 
more than 40 years. 

Daytime 

showtime 

TWO shows suit¬ 
able for all ages will 
take place at 
Newhampton Arts 
Centre, Dunkley 
Street, Wolver¬ 
hampton. 

Little Red Riding 
Hood is on December 
19 (noon). Tickets 
from £4. A Christ¬ 
mas Carol will be on 
December 22 (2pm). 
Tickets from £3. 



A SECONDARY school in 
Wolverhampton has been put 
into special measures by Ofsted. 

Inspectors visted Moseley Park 
School and Technology College in 
October. 

They have ruled the school was 
“failing to give its pupils an accept¬ 
able standard of education”. 

Headteacher Lorraine Mc-Carthy 
said staff were “disappointed” but 
they had already moved forward on 
some of the issues raised. 

In a report, inspector David 
Anstead said: “This school ... is 
failing to give its pupils an accept¬ 
able standard of education and the 
persons responsible for leading, 
managing or governing the school 
are not demonstrating the capacity 
to secure the necessary improve¬ 
ment. 

“Since the last inspection, the 
effectiveness of the sixth form has 
declined and it is now inadequate. 
Attendance is low and shows no sign 
of improvement.” 

Behaviour 

He added that a high proportion of 
teaching and learning in key sub¬ 
jects was “inadequate and leads to 
very poor behaviour in a minority of 
lessons”. 

The report said inspectors 
observed students shouting at 
teachers and at each other and 
“learning little”. Mr Anstead said 
teachers needed to be held to 
account for the performance and 
behaviour of students and achieve¬ 
ment needed to be improved in 
English, maths and science. 

He praised some aspects of the 
Holland Road school, saying: “Stu¬ 
dents are well cared for and feel safe. 
In particular, the high proportion of 
students with additional needs and 
those whose circumstances have 
made them potentially vulnerable 
are rightly prioritised.” 

Mrs McCarthy said: “We are on a 
journey of improvement. We have 
already moved forward on some of 
the issues.” 
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Wolverhampton coach Mac Abbotts, left, fighting Elvis Gordon with the Matsutaro-Shokoroki West Midlands judo team, national champions 10 
in the Black Country Olympics of 1981 Trophy, the first won by an Englishman in Japan times, and all but one from Wolverhampton 

Grappling with fame 
after 40 years of judo j 



IN LITTLE more than 40 years, Wolverhampton Judo Club has become a beacon of excel¬ 
lence for the sport, and a production line of talent, making it arguably one of the most suc¬ 
cessful sports club in the city. When the club, which used to be based in Temple Street, ran 
into financial difficulties, Mac Abbotts and Dave Brooks formed a new organisation with a 
philosophy of members competing in as many competitions as possible. 

Based at Heath Town Baths, in Tudor Road, and then in a purpose made building in Wednesfield, 
the club began to turn out national champions like Kerrith Brown, 10 times the United Kingdom cham¬ 
pion, Dennis Stewart five times, Densign 


At Seoul for the 1988 Olympics were Elvis Gordon, 
Dennis Stewart, manager Arthur Mapp, coach Mac 
Abbotts, Neal Adams, Mark Adshead, team doctor 
Ken Kingsbury, Neal Eckersley and Kerrith Brown 


White nine times and Elvis Gordon six 
times. Fitzroy Davis and John Swatman 
each won the UK title twice. 

The Midlands Area Judo team was dom¬ 
inated by Wolverhampton players, 
usually six out of the seven weights, and 
won the national championship ten out of 
11 years. 

The only time they failed to win, four of 
the team, all from Wolverhampton, were 
awaiting training for the Great Britain 
Olympics team. In the 1988 Olympics at 
Seoul, South Korea, four of the seven-man 
team were from the Wolverhampton club 
- Elvis Gordon, Dennis Stewart, Densign 
White and Kerrith Brown - and Mac 
Abbotts was the coach. Stewart won the 
bronze medal. 

These four also won World, European 


MEMORY LANE 


and Commonwealthmedals, and White is 
now chairman of the British Judo Associ¬ 
ation. 

Gordon represented Great Britain at 
three Olympics, won silver at the 1987 
world championships, gold and two 
bronze at Europeans, and two golds at 
Commonwealth Games. 

Wolverhampton Judo Club reached the 
final of the European team championship 
before losing narrowly to USO Orleans, of 
France. 

The club had become virtually a 
national judo academy, and since an 


By 

Alec 

Brew 



A civic reception hosted by Mayor Bishen Dass and John Bird MEP for 
Wolverhampton Judo Club, European championship runners-up in 1986 


actual National Academy was estab¬ 
lished, young players discovered by the 
club are now whisked away. 

Craig Fallon became world 60kg cham¬ 
pion in 2005 and more recently Gemma 
Howell, after becoming a junior world 
bronze medallist at 57 kg, moved to the 
national set-up to pursue her dream of a 
medal at the 2012 Olympics. 

The template dreamed up by Mac 
Abbotts and Dave Brooks has now been 
translated to a national framework which 
will hopefully lead to more glory at the 
London games. 



Gemma Howell, bronze medallist at World and 
European championships 
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Dyslexia 
status for 
school 

BILBROOK Church of 
England Middle School 
has been awarded Full 
Dyslexia Friendly status 
after passing its recent 
inspection. 

The award is given to 
schools which put in pro¬ 
cedures to help dyslexic 
students achieve their 
full potential. 

Executive headteacher 
Frances Burgess said: “It 
is an award that is very 
well deserved. It gives 
credit to all the hard 
work teachers and 
support staff have done 
to enable all our pupils to 
access their lessons.” 

Parents 

To comply with the 
award school staff were 
given extra training and 
the procedures were 
assess by experts. 

Julie Whitehouse, 
school support officer, 
said the award was the 
result of a lot of “human 
hours”. 

Special education 
needs co-ordinator 
Elaine Noble played an 
instrumental role in 
leading staff training. 

In addition, parents, 
pupils and governors 
were interviewed to gain 
their thoughts on the 
school’s progress. 


Flu jab call 

PEOPLE in South 
Staffordshire are being 
reminded to protect 
themselves against sea¬ 
sonal flu and swine flu 
with a free jab this year. 

Everyone aged 65 and 
over, as well as pregnant 
women, are eligible for 
the primary care trust’s 
immunisation pro¬ 
gramme. 
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Butcher 

Bennett 

reigns 

supreme 


A BUTCHER from Codsall has 
swept the board at a top food fair, 
winning all three sausage categories. 
Veteran sausage maker Allan Bennett 
impressed judges at the English 
Winter Fair at Stafford Showground. 

The 72-year-old beat off competition 
from more than 250 entries to win the 
speciality section with his pork and 
leek sausage, the lamb and beef cate¬ 
gory with his lamb and apricot as well 
as the plain pork section. 

His pork banger also won best 


product in the show, the country’s 
largest national winter primestock 
event. The semi-retired butcher has 
returned to competing after taking a 
year off to be a judge. Last year his 
pork and marmalade sausages werer 
crowned Champion of Champions. 

Son Steven, aged 42, who has fol¬ 
lowed his father into the trade, said: 
“It’s not often you take all the prizes. 
We entered six products and got 100 
out of 100 for two of them, 99 for 
another three and 98 for the sixth.” 


Parking blitz is 
hitting traders 


CUSTOMERS are 
being driven away from 
shopping in Wom- 
bourne because of 
“overzealous” car 
parking attendants, 
traders have com¬ 
plained. 

Independent shop¬ 
keepers in the village are 
blaming parking enforce¬ 
ment, carried out by 
South Staffordshire 
Council, for a gradual 
slump in trade. 

Parking in the village 
is free and the council 
says tickets are only gen¬ 
erally issued if someone 
is illegally using a dis¬ 
abled bay, causing an 
obstruction or if they are 
not parked in a marked 
bay. 

But traders say too 
many tickets, which 
carry a fine of up to £70, 
are being issued in 
council-run car parks for 
“minor” breaches, such 
as having tyres touching 
a white line. 

Over the past six 
months, 125 tickets have 
been dished out in Worn- 
bourne, 70 of them in 
council-owned car parks. 

Trudy Woolley, aged 
46, who runs Windmill 
Bakery, in Windmill 


Bank, said: “We must 
have half a dozen com¬ 
plaints from people 
about parking every 
single day. 

“There are not enough 
spaces and enforcement 
is discouraging people. 
All of the village is suffer¬ 
ing.” 

Debra Taylor, of 
Taylors greengrocers, in 
Church Road, said: ‘We 
are getting so many 
people ticketed every 
week we are worried they 
won’t come back. 

“We are already com¬ 
peting with Sainsbury’s, 
which has a free car 
park, and this is another 
nail in the coffin for inde¬ 
pendent traders.” 

Adrian Jackson, who 
owns Boxley’s butchers 
in Windmill Bank, said: 
“Nobody wants to go 
shopping and end up 
with a fine.” 

Another trader, who 
asked not to be named, 
said: “We are trying to 
keep the area going and 
when people are 
penalised for parking it 
is a problem.” 

The county council’s 
highways department is 
reviewing parking provi¬ 
sion in the village. 



Invitation to 
police talks 

OFFICERS from 
South Staffordshire are 
urging residents to come 
and chat with them 
about any issues or con¬ 
cerns they have in their 
local communities. 

The next meetings for 
the Codsall and Bilbrook 
areas are today (Thurs) 
South Staffs Council 
offices in Meeting room 3, 
Wolverhampton Road, 
Codsall from 10am- noon 
and at 2-4pm at Codsall 
Co-op on Wood Road, 
Codsall. 

The property marking/ 
shed security event is 
tomorow at Codsall 
Wergs Garden Centre on 
Wergs Hall Road 
between 10am-lpm. 

Nursery is 
on cloud 9 
over grant 

YOUNGSTERS at a 
Wombourne nursery 
are in high spirits after 
receiving a cash boost 
from the council. 

Cloud 9, based at St 
Bernadette’s Catholic 
Primary School, 

Lindale Drive, applied 
for a grant from South 
Staffordshire District 
Council’s quality access 
team. 

The funding has been 
used to improve access 
and for equipment for 
children and parents 
using the nursery. 

There is a new 
covered play area and a 
ramp and widened 
doors have been added 
to assist with wheel¬ 
chair and pushchair 
access. 

The children can now 
also safely use the 
newly-lowered multi 
gym with soft flooring. 
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Concierges 
are saved in 
cash U-turn 


CONTROVERSIAL plans to 
move concierges out of high-rise 
blocks in Wolverhampton and 
replace them with CCTV have 
been scrapped. 

Wolverhampton Homes wanted to 
spend around £1.6 million on a central 
office and installing cameras to 
monitor flats instead. 


Meter top-up 
cons on rise 

FRAUDSTERS target- Director Christine 
ing pre-pay electricity McGourty said: “Since 
customers in parts of the launching the Top-up 
Black Country have Safe campaign m Sep- 
carried out more than tember, energy compa- 
3,500 scams in the past mes have been working 
year together to tackle pre- 

Wolverhampton and Payment fraud 

Sandwell have been However, the numbers of 
named in a top 20 list of incidents continue to rise 
hotspots nationwide f s ™ ore P eo P le faU vlctim 
released by an energy to this serious scam 
watchdog. Bogus top-up 

cards have been sold to how y eve r not only will you 

thousands m the re g 1( m. be ^ting a criminal into House, said: “We’ve been 
There have been 2,331 ho £ e , but wiU 
reports of pre-pay meter £ lg0 end havin J to 
fraud m eighth-placed out twice.” 

Wolverhampton and 


The scheme would have made eight 
people redundant and deleted a 
further seven jobs. But the Tory- 
Liberal Democrat coalition in charge 
of Wolverhampton City Council has 
decided not to fund it. 

Dozens of concierges work in areas 
including Graiseley, Merry Hill, Vaux- 
hall, Whitmore Reans, Stowlawn, 
Heath Town and 
Wednesfield. It will con¬ 
tinue to cost £ 1.8m a year 
to run the service. 

Conservative housing 
boss Councillor Paddy 
Bradley said: “The cen¬ 
tralised service would 
have been extremely 
costly and was out of the 
question when we need to 
make £26m of savings.” 

Liberal Democrat 
councillor Robin 

Lawrence said: 

“Concierges on site can 
see problems and fix 
them. It is better and less 
intrusive than a system 
based on CCTV.” 

Dave Poyner, chair¬ 
man of the Vauxhall Res¬ 
idents Association and a 
resident of Vauxhall 


saying for a long time 
that we need someone on 
site and available. 


1,289 in Sandwell, which 
was 14th, this year. 
London, Manchester and 
Liverpool were also hit. 

Watchdog Energy UK 
released the figures to 
highlight the problem, 
thought to be on the rise 
as householders try to 
trim their bills in the 
tough economic climate. 


Student CHARGES ahead 

AN enterprising University of Wolverhampton 
student has been named as one of the Future 100 
Young Entrepreneurs of the Year. 

Shaun Gurmin, founder and managing director of 
CHARGE, received the prestigious accolade during 
Global Entrepreneurship Week 2010. CHARGE 
aims to improve students’ networking, work experi¬ 
ence and CVs. Shaun, from Wolverhampton, is 
studying Business Management. 
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Fines for 
parking 
on verges 


DRIVERS caught parking on 
pavements and grass verges in 
five areas of Wolverhampton 
are to be fined. 

The cabinet of Wolverhamp¬ 
ton City Council said the 
measure would make road junc¬ 
tions safer. Areas like Park 
Road East and Park Road West 
will become controlled zones, 


meaning drivers cannot leave 
their cars on verges outside 
homes near West Park. 

Drivers who leave their vehi¬ 
cles parked on any part of the 
pavement or verge would be hit 
with fines. 

Streets affected include Dar- 
laston Lane, off the Black 
Country Route at The Lunt, 


Dovedale Road, in Ettingshall 
Park, Oxbarn Avenue, in Brad- 
more, and Warstones Road, 
Penn. 

Eleven damage hotspots have 
been identified by Wolverhamp¬ 
ton City Council officers in Dar- 
laston Lane, 11 in Oxbarn 
Avenue, six in Dovedale Road 
and 22 in Warstones Road. 


Big Issue sellers kept 
to just four city spots 


Good grounding for education 


THE foundations of a 
£5.7 million rebuild of a 
primary school in Wol¬ 
verhampton are being 
laid this month. 

Anew building is being 
constructed at the site of 
Bushbury Hill Primary, 
in Old Fallings Lane. It is 
being built alongside the 
existing school, which 
will be demolished once 
the new build opens in 
time for the autumn term 
in 2011. 

The foundations are 
expected to be completed 
by Christmas, after 
which a timber frame 
will be erected. 

A building technique 
will be used which will 
help slash the school’s 
energy consumption by 
up to 90 per cent. 

As part of the so-called 
Passivhaus construction 
process, the whole build¬ 
ing will be wrapped in 
several layers of insula¬ 
tion and made airtight so 
that heat put into the 
building cannot escape 
easily. 

The £7m rebuild of 
Oak Meadow Primary 
School, in Ashmore Park, 
near Wednesfield, is also 
under way. 


Pupils Jodie Oakes, aged six and Kevin Hinton-Talbot, 
four, acting headteacher Judy Blundell, and contracts 
manager Kevin Zamur, with the first sod at the site 



BIG ISSUE selling points in 
Wolverhampton city centre have been 
halved. 

The eight sites where the magazine 
sellers have normally been allowed to 
trade have been reduced to four. 

City council officers said there was a 
“disproportionate” number of sellers 
working in shopping areas. The hours 
they can work have been extended under a 
deal with the magazine distributors, and 
the number of licensed sellers increased. 

Police and other agencies check that Big 
Issue sellers are licensed and stay in the 
four areas at Railway Drive, Dudley 
Street, Queen Square and Victoria Street. 

A crackdown on begging has been partly 
prompted by a survey in which 75 per cent 
of shoppers, workers and visitors were 
“concerned” about the problem. 

Harassed 

Anyone begging in the city centre will be 
arrested and referred to housing or addic¬ 
tion services. 

Acting Insp Steve Edwards, of West 
Midlands Police, said: “There will be fewer 
Big Issue pitches, but we’re going to divide 
them up into more people. 

“We’ll get double or treble the number of 
people working, but it will be less visible. 
It’s about trying to reduce the perception 
that people are out there and begging. 

“The emphasis of this crackdown is very 
much on helping homeless people, not pun¬ 
ishing them.” 

Kim Gilmour, city centre manager, said: 
“Shoppers, workers and visitors in the city 
centre can sometimes feel harassed, intim¬ 
idated or annoyed by beggars. The best 
thing to do is donate money to recognised 
charities who look at long-term ways of 
solving the problem.” 
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Young 

Wolves 

fans in 

festive 

mood 

during 

party 



Former Wolves keeper Matt Murray and defender Richard 
Stearman team up with youngsters for table football 



Kevin Doyle signs autographs for 
supporters and, below, joins Sant a 
as young fans receive their presents 



Santa with Kevin Doyle and fans 


YOUNG Wolves fans got to meet their the spirit by dressing as Santa to the you can tell they really enjoy it too. We 
Molineux idols during Christmas celebra- delight of the children there. Striker Kevin have just as much fun as the Young 
tions. Around 400 people, including Doyle handed out presents to members of Wolves.” 

members of the Young Wolves supporters’ Young Wolves. Membership of Young Wolves costs £15 a 

club, flocked to Molineux for two Christ- Games, including table top football, were season and includes a free match ticket, 

mas parties last week. set up to entertain and the children strut- club shop discounts and joining gifts. Chil- 

Wolves players, including defender ted their stuff on the dancefloor. Matt dren also get the chance to go along to first 
Richard Stearman and former goalkeeper Murray said he was really happy with the team training sessions at Compton Park, 
Matt Murray, signed autographs for fans turnout. “We always look forward to these the opportunity to be a mascot at away 
during the sell-out festivities. Irish inter- Christmas parties,” he said. It’s nice to games and enjoy buy-one-get-one-free 
national full-back Kevin Foley also got into interact with all our young supporters and offers on Grand Theatre panto tickets. 


TVaders need help to 
fill empty shops - MP 


TRADERS and businesses in 
Wolverhampton should be offered 
cheaper rates to help bring its empty 
shops back to life, a city MP has said. 

A recent survey revealed 24 per cent of 
shops in the city centre — 134 units — were 
disused, the third highest in the country 
behind Blackpool and Bradford. Tory Paul 
Uppal raised the issue during a debate 
inParliament on independent retailers and 
what more could be done to support them 


to boost local trade and economies. The 
Wolverhampton South West MP said: “My 
constituency is particularly marked by the 
number of empty shops. The point has been 
raised by shopkeepers, entrepreneurs and 
landlords in the centre of Wolverhampton. 

“Giving relief on empty shops when new 
tenants are coming in would be a construc¬ 
tive way to take the issue forward.” 

He said that the tax relief idea was 
pitched to him by constituents concerned 
about the number of empty shops in the 


city. He said the concession should be 
offered to market traders, too. 

Business Minister Mark Prisk said the 
Government was doubling the small busi¬ 
ness rate relief in England for one year. 
Plans were being drawn up to give councils 
powers to set further business rates locally 
so that they may better respond to specific 
needs and help struggling high streets. 

Wolverhampton City Council has been 
offering grants to traders to improve build¬ 
ings and start-up funds for entrepreneurs. 
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BEAT THE VAT RISE IN JANUARY 2011 
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The big switch 
to digital TV 
happens in 

April 



The switch to digital TV comes to most 
homes in this area In April. So make sure 
all of your TV equipment is ready or youll 
start to lose TV channels. Switchover 
dates vary depending on where you live . 

To double che< k your dates, 
enter your postcode at 
digitatuk.co.uk, or call 
08456 50 5050. 


L^J 



get set for 









Page 18 WOLVERHAMPTON CHRONICLE, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 02 2010 





MOUNEUX SERVICE STATDfl 

vt*K>m RO«, 
wol ycth v»ir to t j avi • wf 

|fwc * tr Mc&pistldbl 


W 

TEXACO 


thcchrenkle 



Urban Splash has released the first image of Wolverhampton’s Sunbeam factory redevelopment 

Light shed at last 
on new Sunbeam 


A TRANSFORMATION of 
Wolverhampton’s historic 
Sunbeam factory has been 
unveiled with an artist 
impression of how the first 
phase would look. 

Developer Urban Splash has 
submitted plans to create a 62- 
space car park at the front of the 
building in Paul Street, replacing 
the overgrown wasteland which 
has been a blot on the landscape 
for years. 

A pedestrian walkway linking 
the site to the Penn Road will also 
be installed, and a wall in Jeddo 
Street, at the rear of the factory, 
will be knocked down. 

This will create an iconic 
entrance to the courtyard featur¬ 
ing imposing steel girders. 

The proposals have been sub¬ 
mitted to Wolverhampton City 
Council after months of specula¬ 
tion about Ur an Splash’s plans . 

The proposed use of the build¬ 
ing itself remains unclear, with 
the developer seeking permission 



The 

Sunbeam 
factory in 
its heyday 
when it 
produced 
cars, bicy¬ 
cles and 
motorcy¬ 
cles 


for it to be brought back to life 
with business or general use. 

A development plan for the site, 
which will include creating a 
second car park in the courtyard, 
is being prepared. 

The factory alongside Penn 
Road island dates back in part to 
1890, and has lain empty for 
years. 

The building is one end of what 
used to be an enormous complex, 
Sunbeamland, and was the 


centre of manufacture for 
Sunbeam bicycles, motorbikes 
and cars. 

Manchester-based developer 
Urban Splash snapped up the 
building last year. 

Liverpool architects shedkm 
have drawn up phase one plans 
for the Sunbeam factory. 

Agent Alex Flint said: “This is 
regeneration of the area fronting 
the building, which is a bit of a 
wasteland.” 


Lessons 
at pools 
now free 

CHILDREN in Wolver¬ 
hampton are being given 
to a chance to learn to 
swim at free lessons. 

The aim is to encour¬ 
age youngsters from the 
All Saints and Blaken- 
hall Community Devel¬ 
opment (ABCD) area to 
be confident in water. 

Children and families 
from the area will be able 
to sign up to the three- 
week course every Tues¬ 
day from this week. 

Jenine Hadley, ABCD 
Sport & Physical Activity 
Co-ordinator, said: 
“These important ses¬ 
sions will provide an 
opportunity for children 
to learn how to enjoy 
swimming while increas¬ 
ing their confidence in 
the water.” 

Sessions for children 
aged five to 12 are at the 
Parkfield site of the 
South Wolverhampton & 
Bilston Academy from 
7pm. Sessions also take 
place at Colton Hills 
School on Saturdays at 
10am. All must be accom¬ 
panied by an adult 
To book, email sport. 
development@wolver- 
hampton.gov.uk or call 
Amy Baker on 01902 
556220. 


Full horror of pop 
art at city show 

A POP art exhibition is 
on view at Wolverhamp¬ 
ton Art Gallery. 

Film POP, which will 
run until May 7 next 
year, considers how pop 
artists used film, its 
characters, themes and 
iconography to create 
their own exhibits. It fea¬ 
tures works on horror, 
murder mysteries, sci-fi 
and western themes. 
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Ri ll’s Pre-VAT SALE 
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Gardening goods & gifts available to buy online 

at www.GreaKiardensOnline.fom, 

with free delivery tin orders over £30. 
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Cushty! Easy 
steps to 


buying 

THESE Boots are made for Christmas 
gift shopping and with a store close at 
hand for most people they are much more 
than just a chemist’s. 

If you are stuck for ideas check it out. There are 
many three for two offers with items for all ages. If 
you are looking for a gift for someone who is a dab 
hand in the kitchen, keen on photography or loves 
the health and beauty lines you will find something 
there to suit. 

Pick up a catalogue and you can choose from the 
comfort of your home or go online. 




Cushty! These slippers are guaranteed to 
be an instant hit with their cool image of 
the Peckham Traders. They have a 
gold-coloured lining and a Weenicon 
branded outsole. Price: £12. Available in 
three sizes (7/8, 9/10,11/12) 



For the lover of spicy 
heat, the peri-peri chilli 
is the fiery fellow who 
delivers the knockout 
punch. Nando’s rub set 
features a hot peri-peri 
seasoning rub and 
lemon and herb rub and 
comes with ceramic 
dish. Price: £8 
(part of 3 for 2 offer) 


OK, you either love it or hate it 
... but if you know someone 
who loves Marmite on their 
toast every morning this is the 
ideal gift for them. The 
Marmite toast rack is £10 
(part of 3 for 2 offer) 


It’s Christmas and that 
means party time. Perfect 
eyes have never been easier 
to do yourself with this 
expert Perfect Eyes 
collection from Ruby & 
Millie. Price: £16 
(part of 3 for 2 offer) 




► More gift 
as on page 22 


All would-be catwalk 
models can treat 
themselves to this hot 
new Fearne Cotton 
Gloss Over It Lip 
Gloss set which 
has eight lip glosses 
Price: £10 
(part of 3 for 2 offer) 
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make, believe BRAVIA 

WOLVERHAMPTON SONY CENTRE 

FREE BLU-RAY PLAYER WITH ALL BRAVIAs Shown 


MV-9373 WORTH SI99.99 
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Treat yourseff this Christmas and 

46' hi HDlOeO hC LCD «™. 

get the VAT back an a wide 
range of technology from Sony 
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that festive gift dilemma 




Mini Trio of 

Tabletop Games 

Perfect for get-togeth¬ 
ers: Sixty Seconds gives 
players one minute to wax 
lyrical about a subject 
without pausing or repeat¬ 
ing themselves; Who Am 
I? is a famous-person 
guessing game and Word 
Bluff a version of the 
classic TV show. 

Ref 42397 (approx. 50 
double-sided cards in 
each box) Price: £6.99 


i 

* 


% 


IT’S only November so no need to 
panic yet but we all have that 


until it is delivered to your door. 
Who wants to lug back heavy 


annoying friend who announces that bags after fighting through 


Sa 


she has not only bought all her 
Christmas presents but has already 
wrapped them and hidden them 
away. You can go off people! 

One way to wipe that smile of 
their face to go one better and do 

your shopping from 
the comfort of your 
armchair, either by 
catalogue or online 
and then just wait 


r-re¬ 


queues of shoppers. Yes, there 
may be some late bargains but is 
it worth the hassle? 

And there’s one catalogue that 
covers all categories, male, 
female, cooking, home, decora¬ 
tions etc. Check out these ideas 
from Lakeland. 

For more information go to 
www.lakeland.co.uk or call 
015394 88100. 



Pewter Puss 

Ring Minder 

It’s so annoying when you can’t 
find your rings. Keep them safe 
on this lovely ring minder. A great 
gift for a cat-loving friend. 

Ref 41761 10cm (4ins) 

Price: £4.99 and next to ... 

Umbra Partridge 

Jewellery Tree 

This has four moveable 
branches which will stop your 
necklaces and bracelets sliding 
off and the base will keep rings 
and trinkets tidy. 

Ref 41948 30cm(12ins) 

Price: £16.99 


Olive Oil Can 

A touch of the Mediterranean. This 
olive oil can will bring rustic appeal to a 
shelf or on the worktop and the thin 
spout gives precise control for pouring 
out. Hand-finished stainless steel. 

Ref 42654 17cm (6% ins) 

Price: £10.99 





Votive candles 

These create a magical 
atmosphere at Christmas 
gatherings, so enjoy the 
flicker of these pretty little 
versions. They use 
battery-operated LEDs 
hidden inside -a safe 
alternative to traditional 
tea lights. 
4 LED Votives. 
Ref:41696 Price: £12.99 



if* 

I y 


•J? 
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Hens Chalkboard 

Handmade and hand-decorated. Put together in a 
little workshop at the bottom of a Lincolnshire garden 
this helpful board is a winner and will make sure you 
always remember what to put on your shopping list. It 
has rustic charm with its rope hanger and spotted hens. 
Ref 22859 23 x 40cm (9ins x 15%ins) Price: £19.99 


Illuminating Tweezers 

A lot of importance is 
placed these days on well- 
kept eyebrows so this pair 
of illuminating tweezers 
should come in very handy. 

They are crafted from 
fine stainless steel with 
perfectly aligned tips so 
you can see every single 
hair and they are LED-lit 
too. 

Turn on the ultra-bright 
light and with the help of 
the magnifying mirror in 
the carry case, you’ll be 
able to achieve beautiful 
brows. 

Ref 42474 

11 cm (4%ins) 

£14.99 




Dalmatian Draught Excluder 

Fancy a loyal pet? This Dalmatian Doorstop will faithfully hold doors open and keep 
draughts out to save on energy bills. Guaranteed to make your home more cosy and a 
favourite with the young ones. Being a very obedient dog, he will ‘lie down’ exactly 
where you’d like him to. Finished in a soft faux suede fabric. 

Ref 42387 84cm (L: 33ins) Price: £22.99 
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.interiorsitalia 

sale upto 70% off 




Italian Walnut Bedroom Set 


• ij u 11 vi 4 ftnfo te/D Mno,tel 

iBgdecteOriinefc 


tallan Black & Silver Bedroom Set 


Itali an Di ning Room 

Table + 4 Chairs £499 
2 Door Cabinet £399 
Sideboard £349 
Mirror £129 

Available in Black and Gold 


Italian 

Leather 

Sofa 

Set 3 + 2 




79a Darlington Street, Wolverhampton WV1 4JD 

01902 428489 

email: interiorsitalia@hotmail.co.uk 


Bar/ Extended Showroom 

Open Mcnday - Saturday 
900am -600pm 
Open Sjncfey & Bank Holidays 
11am - 4 00pm 


ijpy .V.1 7Y<*VJ Y7fr>' 'T& XXH m 
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National Tree Week in the Gallery Garden 
Saturday (4) 11.30am-1pm, Bilston Craft Gallery 


THIS WEEKLY guide tells you what’s going on in 
Wolverhampton this week. Send information to the 
team at the Tourist Information Centre to be added to 
the Wolverhampton events system where your event 
will be promoted on the Wolverhampton City 
Website - www.wolverhamp-toncity.co.uk - and by 
the Tourist Information Centre team. Send to the 
Tourist Information Centre, 18 Queen Square, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1TQ. 


Workshop 

Sat (4) 11.30am-1pm 
National Tree Week in the 
Gallery Garden 
Bilston Craft Gallery 

Sat (4) llam-lpm 
Art 4 Kids 

W’ton Art Gallery - aged 
11 and under 

Art Galleries/Museums 

To end of year 

Christmas Retail 

Showcase 

Bilston Craft Gallery 

Craftsense - new makers 

featured 

On until Saturday (18) 
Faith Stories 
W’ton Art Gallery 
Artwork produced by 
young people from Whit¬ 
more Reans looking at 
the diversity of faith 
groups in Wolverhamp¬ 
ton. 

Sat (4) - February 26 
Mon-Sat 10am-5pm 
The Cranbrook Colony 
Wolverhampton Art 
Gallery 

A stunning display of 
exquisitely painted 
scenes of Victorian life . 

Exhibitions 

Throughout 2010 
Local Bowling Exhibition 
Wolverhampton Archives 
Come and see a fascinat¬ 
ing history of crown 
green bowling in the local 
area. 

Throughout 2010 
Manufacturing Monu¬ 
ments, work by Dave 
Gunning 

Bilston Craft Gallery 

Sat (4) - February 12 
Mon-Sat 10am-5pm 
Pure Cinema 
Wolverhampton Art 
Gallery 

Festive 

Tues (7)-Wed (8) 

7.30-1 Opm 

Christmas Carol Concert 
Wolverhampton Grammar 
School 

£6 adults, £3 conces¬ 
sions 

All proceeds to Compton 
Hospice. 

Saturday (4) noon 
Christmas Tree Star 
Service 

Northycote Farm and 
Country Park 
Suitable clothing and 
footwear advised All chil¬ 



dren should be accompa¬ 
nied by adult. Come and 
dedicate a star to your 
friends/loved ones this 
Christmas. £1 per star. 

All proceeds going to 
charity. 

Thursday (9) 7pm 
Civic Carol Service 
Darlington Street 
Methodist Church 
Features the City of 
Wolverhampton Choir. 

Friday (10) 7.15pm] 

Grand Charity Christmas 
Dinner- Civic Centre 
£30 per person includes 
four course dinner, wine 
and entertainment. 
Booking is essential. 

Sunday (5) 11 am-4pm 
Traditional Christmas 
Fayre at Northycote 
Farm and Country Park 
Suitable clothing and 
footwear advised. All chil¬ 
dren should be accompa¬ 
nied by adult. 

Historic Houses 

Sun (5)-Dec 12 
noon-4pm 

17th Century Christmas 
Moseley Old Hall 
Normal admission prices 
apply, no extra charge, 

Literature/Talks 

Saturday (4) 2.30-3pm 
Film Pop Exhibition Tour 
W’ton Art Gallery 


CONTACTS 

Arena Theatre 01902 
321321 

Bantock House Museum 
01902 552195 
Bilston Craft Gallery 
01902 552507 
Civic Centre 
01902 554090/1 
Darlington Street 
Methodist Church 
01902 554090/1 
Dudley Street Market 
01902 55 43 90 
Moseley Old Hall 
01902 782808 
Northycote Farm and 
Country Park 
01902 397906 
Wolverhampton Archives 
01902 552840 
Wolverhampton Art 
Gallery 

01902 552055 
Wolverhampton Grammar 
School 

01902 421326 
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Not to be missed clearance of warehouse stock (whilst stock lasts] 
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FREE — 

POTTERY 
OFFER 

pop unhid re aco 

£320 RRP 
» D«stgn«r semi recess basin 
► D«sign«t bade to nail pen 
• Dolu k soft ck>M Mat 

With ever/ pur t hrise over <750 
of Montrose Furniture 


VANITY 

UNITS 

5 :>ftdcsa 6 oori 

<tt :trbaaa 

4 £99 
•"118 
^£129 
"£199 
^£219 
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WOLVERHAMPTON opfnsdays 

90*92 TRYSULL ROAD S S Monrlry-Ssturday 
MERRY HILL ample fkee parking 

01902 345245 


DUDLEY OPEN 7 DAYS 

2-7 BRADLEY STREET 9-6Mond*v$rtijnisy 
PENSNETT Uta 'til 8 TNnrstfav 

01384 263626 11 A Sunday 
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NOW, 
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CAILTOMY FOR YOUR FREE QUOMHON 


CaU Bridgnorth Windows today on Tel: 01746 762855 or visit for a FREE 
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TRAVEL 


Strictly speaking this is 
luxury with a capital L 

Warner Leisure Hoick 


AS you approach via the long sweeping 
driveway and catch sight of the stunning 
Holme Lacy mansion it’s obvious you are 
in for a treat. 

This stately home, in the lovely Wye Valley, 
simply oozes elegance, but don’t be fooled. 
Inside it may have a serene tranquillity but look 
further and you will see that it has plenty to 
offer in the way of activities, no chance of 
getting bored. 

It’s one of the many scenic Warner sites 
where it’s adults only. So if you want s break 
from those little darlings it’s perfect. This is 
your time and you can spend it relaxing or 



The picturesque Symonds Yat East 
with the traditional rope ferry 


enjoying the many facilities they offer. 

The Holme Lacy site is just a few miles out of 
Hereford and the majestic mansion has a lake 
in front of it (very reminiscent of the one that 
Darcy emerged out of in Pride and Prejudice. 
No Darcy I am afraid but plenty of other attrac¬ 
tive things to see, such as the impressive 
formal gardens which are immaculately kept. 

This Grade I listed mansion was recently 
awarded an AA four star rating. It once played 
host to King Charles 1, William Pitt the Elder 
and Queen Victoria’s daughter Princess Beat¬ 
rice. Many of the interesting features are still 
there to see, the plaster ornate ceilings, the 
state rooms and the beautiful sweeping stair¬ 
case. 

Appetite 

There are three restaurants, the Orchard 
restaurant with fine dining and its oak pan¬ 
elled decor, the Courtyard Bistro with its 
glass roof and theatre kitchen so you can 
watch the chefs work their magic and The 
Bremner Scott, once the ballroom of the De 
Lacy family. 

If you fancy working up an appetite before 
you eat pop along to the gym or go for a dip 
in the swimming pool with sauna, steam 
room and bubblepool nearby or relax with a 
pampering session at the health and beauty 
clinic. 

There’s a choice of accommodation from 
the top-of-the-range Historic room in the Old 
House, the more contemporary Signature 
rooms and the Ambassador Rooms, mostly 
located in the new wing. All are of a superior 
standard and well maintained. 

The daytime list of organised activities is 
endless from quizzes, archery, walks, trips 


FACTFILE 

Holme Lacy House Hotel located in the 
Wye Valley is a Grade I - listed mansion 
built in 1674. It is one of 13 Warner Leisure 
Hotels offering ‘adult only’ leisure breaks at 
a choice of seven country and six coastal 
locations around the UK. 

Prices include dinner, bed and breakfast 
along with a range of leisure facilities and 
entertainment at the hotel. 


A three night pre-Christmas weekend 
break starts at £224 per person based on 
two sharing a Standard room fromDecem- 
ber 10. 

For full details, other special offers and 
immediate on line bookings visit 
www.warnerleisurehotels.co.uk, call 0800 
1388 399 or phone the hotel direct on 01432 
870870 




The majestic Holme lacy with the lake in front 


Watch a flying display at The International Centre for Birds of Prey 
(above) or visit Goodrich Castle (right) 

social dancing etc. Every night there is enter- on offer. They vary 
tainment in the Pavilion ballroom and in the from painting, wine 
smaller more intimate Blue Room. tasting, golf clinics, 

If the weather is kind make sure you venture scuba diving, Mini 
out into the grounds for a stroll around the vast Cooper treasure 


gardens which have tennis courts, bowls 
green, giant outdoor chess and draughts, 
putting green and golf driving net. 

Some time ago the Warner hotels linked up 
with the incredibly popular Strictly Come 
Dancing TV series to offer linked breaks where 
guests at most of the country and coastal 
Warner sites could meet some of their 
favourite stars from the series. 

These breaks have been very successful. 
But don’t worry if you find that a bit too 
daunting, there are other courses which offer 
coaching and at Holme Lacy they have a 
wonderfully supportive and very patient 
teacher Kim who takes you through your 
paces with six hours tuition over three days. 

You may not be Strictly standard but at 
least you can make your way around the ball¬ 
room dance floor. 

This is just one of the many activity breaks 


hunts, hot air balloon¬ 
ing and many,many 
more. 

And from Holme 

Lacy they run trips to nearby Hereford, Chel¬ 
tenham Christmas Market and garden visits. 

There are certainly plenty of places to visit 
within a half hour drive, Closest is Hereford 
itself and in the other direction is the pretty 
town of Ross-on-Wye and while you are there 
pop along to Symonds Yat East and West. 
These are very popular for taking forest walks 
and there is a traditional rope ferry which 
crosses the rive to get you across from East to 
West. As well as being very picture postcard it 
is a real sun trap and there are lovely pubs and 
places to sit out and eat. 

From there you are very close to English Her¬ 
itage’s Goodrich Castle, one of the most com¬ 
plete sets of medieval domestic buildings 



surviving in an English castle 
If you are a lover of birds make sure you drop 
into the The International Centre for Birds of 
Prey at Newent. It houses more than 200 birds 
and if you time it right you can watch one of the 
fascinating flying demonstrations, there are 
normally three a day. The centre also runs 
experience and photograph days if you want to 
get a bit close to the birds. For details go to 
www.icbp.org 

So much to do at Holme Lacy and the sur¬ 
rounding area that when it’s time to leave this 
lovely mansion and drive back down that 
sweeping driveway it’s very tempting to just do 
a U turn and head back. I wish! 

SUE ATTWATER 
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If you rely on Motobility, 
rely on us for worry-free 
motoring. 
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WE WILL BEAT ANY QUOTE 


STORES ALSO ATt 
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WOLVERHAMPTON 

Stafford Street 
City Centre, 
Wolverhampton 
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£1 frorr* every mereags will be donated to ttia Air AnrJbilanca 

Wish your friends 
and family 
Season’s Greetings 
with a notice in the 

Express & Star 

Published on Saturday 11 and 
Saturday 18 December 2010 

(Deadline 12 noon, Thursday, December 9,2010) 

Simply choose one of the following Illustrations 
and enter your message below 
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Booking in ^ 
with gift ideas 


Spread a litti cheer 
with these witty ones 

As well as a large range of books on all 
manner of subjects Summersdale 
Publishers offer a fantastic range of 
humourous books at stocking filler prices 


Green-fingered 
fanatics will love 
the quips and 
quotes in this 
little gemcalled 
Gardening Wit 
(Price: £9.99) 
There’s a saying 
for every season 
and it’s an ideal 
way to wind down 
after a hectic day 
digging in the 
garden 





For richer for 
poorer, forever for 
Pete’s sake! How to 
Survive Marriage is 
due out in the spring - 
in time for the Royal 
wedding! In the 
meantime others in 
the series include 
How to Survive 
books on parent- 
hood/retirement/uni¬ 
versity (£4.99) 


You Know You're a Cat 
Lover When.. .you 
perch precariously on 
the arm rest rather 
than evict your feline 
friend from the best 
seat in the house. 
Sounds familiar? 
If so you will love 
this offering 
Price: £4.99 



For more details or to check the book 
listsings go to www.summersdale.com or 
call 01243771107 


YOU’VE bought the main presents but 
maybe looking for something to top up the 
present pile but not spend too much. 

Books, DVDs and CDs are an ideal choice 
and always go down well. They cover all 
intetests and you are bound to find something 
on the shelves at the book or music shop that 
will fit the bill. 


London in the 1950s was 
vibrant with artists, musicians 
and intellectuals. Right in the 
heart of the city, Soho was like 
a village community filled with 
cafes, pubs and clubs. And on 
the tiny stage of one of these 
- the 2l’s Coffee Bar - many 
legendary musicians began 
their careers. Price £9.99 


The Modern Girl’s Guide to 
Fabulousness is laid out as an 
A-Z uncovering places and 
services in addition to featur¬ 
ing experts who offer their 
pearls of wisdom. This 
lifestyle bible gives you the 
fast track to the coolest 
places, services and products 
around. Price: £9.99 


For these and to check out other titles go to 
www.bookguild.co.uk 





Following his unique and successful six- 
part BBC sitcom Grandma’s House, Simon 
Amstell is back with his much-acclaimed 
live show Do Nothing Live. 

Simon’s new stand-up show has proved 
to be a major a hit 
across the UK and in 
New York and 
reveals a departure 
from his popular 
Never Mind The 
Buzzcocks present¬ 
ing role, revealing an 
awkward, honest 
and hilariously 
candid side to 
Simon. 


iiri" 4i j'.cil 




We all love an underdog. Who 
can forget plucky Southend 
United as they took on giants 
Manchester United in the 2006 
Carling Cup ... and won! Lifelong 
football fan Derek Watts has 
gathered together 50 of these 
sweet moments of how teams 
carried the day against all the 
odds. Price: £12.99 



With more than one million 
theatregoers having seen the 
show the new album Dream- 
boats and Petticoats Four is 
destined for success. 

Featuring 52 hits from Rock 
‘n’ Roll legends including Elvis, 
Chuck Berry, Roy Orbison, Cliff 
Richard and the Shadows, 
Adam Faith, Paul Anka, Billy 
Fury, Buddy Holly and many 
others, the Dreamboats and 
Petticoats series is fast becom¬ 
ing the‘NOW...’of the Rock‘n’ 
Roll generation. 

And for Christmas there is the 
Dreamboats & Petticoats: The 
Christmas Albuml with 
favourites like Rockin' Around 
The Christmas Tree. 


MISTED 

DOUBLE GLAZING? 


Handles, Hinges or Locks Broken? 
Windows or Doors Locked Shut? 



VYVC WINDOW REPAIR ENGINEERS 


Locks and Locking Systems Repaired or Replaced 
Conservatory Roof Replacement 


0800157 7958 07866515893 
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Order from the comfort of your own home but beware 

Safety tips for 
home shopping 


TO help consumers make their 
home shopping safe and stress- 
free SHOPS have devised a list of 
simple tips to follow. 

A recent national survey carried out 
on behalf of SHOPS revealed that 65 
per cent of people in the UK use some 
form of home shopping, including 
shopping on the internet and TV shop¬ 
ping channels but nearly one in four do 
not think sending money in advance of 
receiving goods is secure. 

SHOPS, the organisation that pro¬ 
tects readers on behalf of all the UK’s 
national newspapers commissioned 
the survey to gauge public opinion 
about regulation in the home shopping 
industry. They have issued these home 
shopping tips. 

BEFORE YOU BUY 

• Make some simple checks about 
the supplier or advertiser and make 
sure they provide details of their regis¬ 
tered company name and physical 
address. Can you easily contact them? 
Is the advertiser a member of a recog¬ 
nised trade association who may be 
able to help with a dispute? A 
company may have a good website but 
it doesn’t necessarily mean that it’s 
safe and law-abiding. 

• Check for expected delivery 
dates, shipping and handling fees, war¬ 
ranties, return policies, and other 
important information. Look for an 
email address to write to (or a phone 
number to call) if you have a question, 
a problem, or if you need help. Don't 
assume an internet company is based 
in the UK just because its web address 
has 'uk' in it - check out the physical 
address and phone number. 

• Use a Credit Card to pay for pur¬ 
chases if possible. Items over £100 are 
protected by the Consumer Credit Act 
1974 S75. 

• Keep details of the transaction 
including the actual advertisement or 
website page, confirmation of order on 
email or note the date and time of a 
telephone order. 

• If shopping online look for web¬ 
sites that have a secure way of paying 
(known as an encryption facility) - these 
show a padlock at bottom of screen 
when you are filling in the payment 
details. Make sure the page web 
address starts https:// before you enter 
any personal information or payment 


details. The 's' stands for 'secure 1 . 

• Buy through reputable and 
trusted media, such as national news¬ 
papers which protect readers who pur¬ 
chase goods directly. 

• Check that the advertiser is a 
member of an accredited scheme like 
the National Newspaper Safe Home 
Ordering Protection Scheme - it’s 
simple, just look for the SHOPS sign on 
the advertisement 

AND IF IT ALL GOES WRONG 

• If you buy goods on the internet, 
you still have the same rights as if you 
were shopping on the high street, in 
relation to faulty or poorly described 
goods. Goods must be delivered 
within 30 days unless otherwise speci¬ 
fied. Non-delivered goods must be 
refunded in full. The Distance Selling 
Regulations give you a seven-day 
cooling off period so you can send 
back goods for any reason within this 
period and claim a full refund. 

• If there is an unresolved dispute 
with the trader, consumers can contact 
the government’s consumer organisa¬ 
tion Consumer Direct for further advice: 
Call 08454 04 05 06 or visit 
www.consumerdirect.gov.uk, or 
contact the Citizens’ Advice Bureaux 

• If an advertiser has ceased to 
trade without delivering the goods or 
providing a refund consumers should 
first lodge a claim with the Insolvency 
Practitioner appointed to deal with the 
trader’s affairs. 

• If the goods are over £100 and a 
credit card was used to make the pur¬ 
chase, then consumers should claim 
from the issuer of the credit card. If 
payment was made with a Visa 
debit/credit it may also be possible to 
claim from the bank via the “Visa 
Chargeback” scheme. 

• Consumers who responded to a 
payment with order advertisement in a 
national newspaper can claim through 
the National Newspaper Safe Home 
Ordering Protection Scheme (SHOPS). 
Contact the newspaper from which you 
responded. 

For further details of SHOPS visit 
www.shops-uk.org.uk 
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Undiscovered Free bar break 

Provence 


Six days 

VetioLis dqseirtiLire dates 

iCM 



£559 


Tlitse days dejssriing Ajail 15 



PRIOI FROM 


£139 
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Isle of Man 


4-star Mystery 


break 
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See us online at www.expressandstar.com/starextiatravel 
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Idol Printed Tunic Dress £39.99 


Leather Studded Dress: £ 79.99 


a 


IF you are looking for something differ¬ 
ent for the festive season and want 
something that the stars go for check out 
IDOL 7 which has just been launched 
exclusively at New Look. 

An exploration of different materials, 
blends and silhouettes, the seventh collec¬ 
tion by IDOL was inspired by medieval 
figures, think Joan of Arc and knights collid¬ 
ing with Blade Runner. 

The result is a futuristic-feeling 
collection featuring lots of chain- 
mail, oversized tunics, sexy leather 
dresses with don’t-mess-with-me 
studding and bold, graphic dresses 
with chain detailing and geometric 
belts reminiscent of corsets. 

To soften the look, the range also 
includes draped jersey tunics, T- 


shirt dresses and slouchy suedette dresses 
with hoods. 

An 80ies-style Aviator jacket and skinny 
jeans round up the essential rock chic 
wardrobe, accessorised with wing rings, 
foxy foot wear and contemporary cuffs. 

IDOL has quickly become a firm favourite 
with celebs across the globe from Beyonce, 
Fergie, Lourdes, Dannii Minogue, Fearne 
Cotton and Lindsay Lohan. 


Multi Coloured Print 
Dress with chains: 
£59.99 


Horse Tee: 
£24.99 


Chance to be 
fashion IDOL 


THE MIDLANDS PREMIER WINDOW COMPANY. 

WHY 8HOP AROUND WHEN YOU OAN HAVE ALL THIS!!! 

Midland UR VC 

"Look at these amazing offers" 

■ ,-i ★ 3 Windows .from £600 

IU&LH •J-YidjiillB * 5 Windows . from 

- ~ ■W HMt' 1 * HC ★ 8 Windows . from £1 

| Conservatories tnyr> ca&oo | A 8 Windows ..from £1 

* 1 O win dow» ..from Ct 
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HOTROtWT EX-Dii 



FULL SELECTION CHEST 

FROM nil 

IfRIGIDAIRr ^ I 

J «r ^ 



Maci'Oiii* Ret ClardUflie, UJWverllftinDTon 01 OO? 75?764 


Salon su IMnrlmiplim Mnpkai.01 902 izyuuu 

■iHBiOltfanl Centime CJ1 U84 271 B12 

u;i_ lie Street, Dudley Centre.01 004 201 UZU 

Riverside, Nt.Mlonl Centre . Ol 78a 27BB8Q 



£1 MILLION 



Looking for... 


...stylish furniture with pre Christmas deliveryl 
...big choice, big brands and bargain pricesl 

...sofas, suites, dining sets, occasional furniture, 
beds, bedroom furniture, pictures and mirrorsl 


Jiid it all at Brian Jamesl 


UPHOLSTERY 


0 PLAN 1A&PER 
3STfc23TRitCHAIR 
WA&£3ioo NOW £1595 

A PLAN FOLD 
COR HE R £0 FA & CHAIR 

urns £3000 NOW £1499 

1IUADEVEHTIIRA 
DROUTH LEATHER-MIX SHITE 
WAS£0075 NOW £1875 

MEMPHIS LEATHER 
3&2SEATED RECLIHER SOFAS 
WAS £2140 NOW £1295 

VALEVEROHA 
CREAM 3SEATER SUITE 
WAS£3035 NOW £1895 

9VER 50 SUITES AND 
SOFA GROUPS FOR 
IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 


DINING & OCCASIONAL II BEDS & BEDROOMS 


DO Ft LUX 

DOUBLED WAN SET 
WAS £325 NOW £199 

DORLUK COHTIHEHTAL 
DRAWER DIUAH SET 
WAS £550 NOW £309 

SLUMDERLAHD 
5'ff DRAWER DIUAH SET 
WAS £000 NOW£399 

SOM HHS CO UHTESS 
5 I 0" DRAWER DIUAH SET 
WAS£2270 NOW £1099 

RAUCH 

2.5M SLIDERflREWTTH MIRRORS 

was £040 NOW £399 


DISPLAYS TO CLEAR 

80 % OFF 

MORRIS ORAtKIE 
TARLE&4 CHAIRS 
urns mag NOW £999 

NATHAN 

TEAK VENEER RIHIHO SET 
WA££3025NOW £1450 

A PLAN MATISSE 
EXT ROUNDTARLEft4 CHAIRS 
UIAS£2445 NOW £1699 

LYON TRADITIft HAL DI HI HR SET 
TARLE.4 CHAIRS 2 CARVERS 
WAS£3613 NOW £1119 

OUER40 DINING SETS 
FOR IMMEDIATE DELIUERY 


OVER 150 BEDS 
ROBES DRESSERS, CHESTS 
FDR IMMEDIATE DELIUERY 


UP 10 70% 011 OCCASIONAL FURNITURE, PICTURES, LAMPS MIRRORS 




Brian James 



Home of Furniture 

Walsall Road (A34), Cannock WS11 OJJ. 

Mon, Wed, Fri, Sot 9.30am-5.30pm. Sun 10am-5pm 
Late Nig lit Tues & Tliura 9.30o m -7.30p m 

Tel: 01543 506961 www.brianjamesfumishings.com 
IISL CASH, CREDIT CARDS OR CHEQUE_ ml whs mmotto aiiiiiiuibuty 
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SANDFORD 

CARPETS 

Wolverhampton’s Largest 
Independent 
Carpet & Rug Specialist 





Brineons chosen Platinum Dealer for Wolverhampton 


.vV- 


FOR YOUR (MIKE WORK 'IJO PROBLEM • YOU HAUE A CHOICE • USE SANDFORD CARPETS! 


_ 

• Superb selection of famous name carpets • All the very best manufacturers at rock bottom prices 

• Free no obligation quotes • The best carpet fitters in the area 

Come and see the large selection of carpets and rugs in our 
HUGE Showroom ... You'll be surprised how big we arell 

SANDFORD CARPETS Were BIGGER than we look!! 


Open 7 days 
a week 

until 

Christmas 


|128 Trysull Road, Bradmore, Wolverhampton WV3 7JF 

01902 335599 


Established 

for 

20 ye^ars 
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Jodie dips her toe 
into comedy as 
Lady of the Lake 


THE NATION’S Nancy, Jodie Prenger, 
loves to laugh and there will be laughs 
aplenty when Spamalot, the Monty Python 
musical, arrives at Birmingham’s Alexandra 
Theatre on Tuesday to provide an alterna¬ 
tive to traditional panto until January 1. 

The Blackpool lass, pictured right in her 
new part, won the public vote in 2008 on 
TV show I’d Do Anything to play Nancy in 
the West End revival of Oliver! 

Now she’s coming to Birmingham to belt 
out spoof show tunes as the glamorous 


Lady of the Lake in the comedy musical, 
“lovingly ripped off” from the film Monty 
Python and the Holy Grail by John Du Prez 
and former Wolverhampton schoolboy and 


Towering perfomer - page xx 

Python Eric Idle. Matthew Kelly will be 
showing he’s still game for a laugh by 
playing King Arthur and former EastEnder 
Todd Carty will be showing his knack for 
slapstick comedy as the servant Patsy. 


— /f fc 

Your eight-page 

ENTERTAINMENT 
GUIDE AND WEEK’S 
TV VIEWING 


JLS, a group 
who we just 
love more... 

IT’S been a phenomenal year for JLS, 
the massive success of second album 
Outta This World has established them 
as one of the UK’s top acts. 

Aston, Marvin, Oritse and JB proba¬ 
bly knew they were destined for 
success after finishing as runners-up 
on The X Factor in 2008 but could not 
have guessed just how enthusiastically 
Jack the Lad Swing has been 
embraced by the British public, their 
self-titled debut album having sold over 
a million copies. 

They’ve had to add a third date at the 
LG Arena, Juanuary 19, after selling out 
their concerts there on Tuesday 
(December 7) and on December 21. 

The lads also recently released the 
official BBC Children In Need charity 
single, Love You More, though it looks 
like the public already love them lots. 


Robin 2 displays 
pre-festive bill 


TWO pre-Christmas specials have been 
lined up for the Robin 2 at Bilston. 

Billed as a ‘may never be repeated show’ 
the original line-up of the legendary Argent 
have teamed up for just a few UK shows. 

This exclusive show featuring Jim Rodford, 
Russ Ballard and Bob Henrit is at the Robin on 
Tuesday, December 7 and will feature all the 
classics including Hold Your Head Up and 
God Gave Rock ’n’ Roll To You, which was 
covered by KISS in 1992. 

The support is The Zippers, a professional 
five-piece band, performing the rock and pop 
songs from the 60s right up to the present day. 
Tickets are (advance) £16 (door) £17. 

And just confirmed is the Xmas Special on 
Sunday, December 19 with Steve Harley, who 
after 36 years of touring, still says: “Playing 
live is the biggest thrill there is.” Steve Harley 
& Cockney Rebel will be appearing in a show 
that will cover a 12-album career, with tracks 
from each one. Tickets are (advance) £20 
(door) £22.50 

For both book online at www.therobin. 
co.uk or call the box office on 01902 401211. 


Why settle for other bowling centre’s peak prices'? 
Enjoy an amazing selection of entertainment under one roof 

Chilton's HL, 

Ultimate 


Mad Tuesday and 
Wednesday 

BOWLING ALL DAY 

Jhst£2 per game 

irtiLdrgFREE Ertry 
an free Shoe ire 
EKdLdrg School HoHdays 


BOWL BONANZA 


Now being taken fW No¬ 
vember and December 
Call to 
book your 
ultimate 
party 
with us! 





Sundays from 6pm o si wads 
Tliursdays tom 7pm 
Fridays and Saturdays from 9pm 

UNLIMITED BOWLING 

£5 pm personL , f t 

iiiiiiiinu 4 nei 1 laie - ' 


Birthday 

Bash 


PARTY NIGHTS 


BOWL BURGI 


BOOGIE! 


2 Gcmes of 


i 1 Game of Bowingpids Soft Pfa^ 
i T GsrTsofBow/rififpjtfs ice skating 
oi m 2 Games of Bowing 
\ Meafper Child 
i Bs/jtoorc pei Child 
i Free Gift per Child 
i Unfim&ed Squadi 

JUst £9 per Child! 


Only £10 


Resident DJ 

Every Friday & Saturday 

FREE ENTRY! 

Open til 2cm 




IMG 01 ICE SIAM 


lOsrn - 5|am (Monclsiy - Fridfiy) 

per person (Excluding School Hdidsiys) 

FIlis Vteei<ends 5|am until Ifits 

PEAK PRICES 
C3 CHILD OC3.SO ADULT 
3td GAME ONLY C2 
PRICES INCLUDE ENTRY 
AND SHOE HIRE 

HHHh “Cheapest 

7 days a week” 

Match day spadds - £4.00 b**r and 
bawl prior to watvws playing at horn* 




www.strykersbowling.co.Lli 
SHAW ROAD I WDLVERHAIVFTOni | WV10 9LG 
Telephone 01902 71 55 90 
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• Sangha’s 


. 


1 



Supermarket 


Hovis Bread,8O0)> 

2 for £1.30 





21a W. Ik 

Milk, 

2 tor 
£1.30 





SiiAto Nf«t : SiJiirf to Qv btfcf 

Cai4naT4( . _ Sirikm 

7M 2 ft i I ,nti 

£2,49 Al j£I5.99 


Pilcwom Mil. fruity 
tedAMure 75d. 



1 for (It* 



|p 


BUY I GET I FREE 

fti tf i *x23fr»l 

mm **** 

t hot > 2 for 

£2.35 

I Quality 
' Street MUOj 
tUatj 2 for 

£3.99 

Box I Ur 
diacs? for 

£1.29 



Dll/ 1 

Sri 1 *>*.i 

free 


buy 1 . 

r< 1 F 

free 


tetter 
» tha* 

I naif pnce 


Hnritsi^r 
Button 
^7 Sprouts 

74p 


£«*** TtoJ 

*9.99 *9.99 # 


Chocolate 

Gauau 

£249 

.24 


Cho 

Get, 

•257 St 


half „ 


. ^ £2, |9 


is 


H half 
price 

■ A 

4 


“ priced SS' i 

^♦*£1.19 
I £1.49 . If 1S& • 

Cor*. D*r 

n P riCe t k. Crturn 
Yojkure Pot. £ 3.99 £ 3.49 

‘ • ' i 1.49, 



P *- _ . 

T" ar :*r im- 1 . d • -9 ^ 

£ I OFFERS - * £ I OR-EKS * £ I OFFERS * £ I OFFERS - * £ I OFFERS * 


n m mA SIMM. H U 4 «, YKTf# Wl 

lie t;m 

OfcHIJB Ttt2 
BvrrQintljrlur Etn-Tn 
fcfck y4«b f •>*?. Mk fOvM 1 €u 4# v 

• . • 



£ *• 

iSIB BnbiBnlW, 
to.lliMi.Lrfv^ai^a.rn 7BB 
Tab pi a ac IflC WM 

LFtn»r.tr,t? 

• • » 


4 

w 


5 LIDER 00 M 5 

CUSTOM FIT SLIDING WARDROBES 



Choooe a doorctyle from numerous 
wood, coloured glass or minor 
finishes all fitted with* 10year 
guaranteed finger tip sliding 
median bin. 


CALL NOW TO BOOK t o UR FREE NO 
OBLOATIOfl BEDROOM PLAN * DESfON 

Tel: 01902 659 694 
Mob: 07799 701 560 


YOUR LOCAL NUMBER 1 

GARAGE DOOR 
SPECIALIST 

F. Allen & Son 

TRADE PRICES FOR 
• Up and Over * Side Hilled 
• Sectional Roller Doors 

STOCKISTS FOR 

* Garador * Ho mi anil * Novo term 

FITTING AND REPJUR SERVICES 

01902 351190 

Unit 12 Chillin^ton Fidd^Wblvulvmiptoii.WYI 2BY 
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Heroines take 

centre stage 
in two classics 


TWO of children’s literature’s fav¬ 
ourite young heroines are being brought 
to the stage during the festive period. 

Matilda, Roald Dahl’s telekinetic 
schoolgirl, gets her revenge on a mon¬ 
strous headmistress and a loveless 
family in the Royal Shakespeare’s 
colourful new production at Stratford 
with songs by Aussie comedian Tim 
Minchin. It’s on until January 30. 

Birmingham Repertory Theatre brings 
Frances Hodgson Burnett’s childhood 
favourite, The Secret Garden, to the 
stage this Christmas, to January 8. This 
musical adaptation will bring to life char¬ 
acters from this classic children’s story. 

When 10-year-old Mary Lennox is 
orphaned she must make the journey 
from sun-baked India to live with her 
distant uncle in wintry Yorkshire. Spoilt 
and unhappy it’s only when Mary meets 
a local lad, Dickon, and learns of a lost 
garden that she begins to take an inter¬ 
est in the house and its inhabitants. 

Alternative 

Playing Mary Lennox is aptly-named 
actress Amy Lennox, fresh from the 
West End production of Legally Blonde, 
where she was understudying to the 
lead role of Elle. Playing Dickon will be 
Tom Aldridge, who returns to The Rep 
for the third time following His Dark 
Materials and Peter Pan. 

And there is a third heroine, Cin¬ 
derella, at Birmingham Hippodrome. 
David Bintley’s new production of the 
classic fairy tale for Birmingham Royal 
Ballet, with music by Prokofiev, marks 
the company’s 20th year in Birmingham 
and is on until December 12. The per¬ 
formance on December 7 will featuring 
local teenagers with no previous ballet 
experience who have been working with 
the company in recent months. 

A musical version of Monty Python 
and the Holy Grail, Spamalot, opens at 



The three young actresses who take 
it in turns to play Matilda 

Birmingham’s Alexandra Theatre on 
Tuesday to provide an alternative to the 
usual festive fare. The show, which has 
been touring after a successful West 
End run, will include former Stars In 
Their Eyes host Matthew Kelly as King 
Arthur, I’d Do Anything winner Jodie 
Prenger as The Lady of the Lake, and 
ex- EastEnder and Grange Hill actor 
Todd Carty as Patsy, the put-upon serf. 

Co-written by Python Eric Idle, it will 
be on at the Alex until January 1. Inci¬ 
dentally, Phil Jupitus will be wearing the 
crown when the show comes to Wolver¬ 
hampton’s Grand Theatre in April. 

A revival of Keith Dewhurst’s original 
stage adaptation of Lark Rise to Candle- 
ford, is at the Grand until Saturday after 
which the theatre prepares for the arrival 
of Christopher Biggins, a giant genie 
and the rest of the cast of Christmas 
panto Aladdin. 


the pu^se 


REVIEWS 


Jedward, Symphony Hall, 

Birmingham 

LOVE them or hate them - and 
lots of girls love them judging by 
the turnout - Jedward have 
become the pop stars they so 
desperately wanted to be. 

The Irish twins with the gravity- 
defying quiffs had appeared ulti¬ 
mate desperate ‘wannabes’ 
when first unleashed on the 
public via The X Factor. But here 
they were, record deal in their 
back pocket and playing to a 
teenybopper audience getting 
close to a frenzy. 

From the moment they hit the 
stage in pseudo-military gear 
with their version of the Black 
Eyed Peas’ I’ve Got A Feeling, 
they didn’t stop dancing and 
dashing around the stage. John 


and Edward must leave a sugar 
famine behind them in Ireland, or 
is it the E numbers that send 
them into hyperactive mode? 

John (or was it Edward?) even 
showed us his handstand skill - 
you don’t get that at an Elton 
John concert. 

Like the Duracell bunnies of 
pop, they didn’t stop for 90 
minutes. Their energy probably 
melted the snow off the venue’s 
roof. Performing live vocals to 
recorded music, they gave the 
Jedward treatment to karaoke 
pop favourites Fight For Your 
Right, Teenage Kicks, We Will 
Rock You, a Wham medley and 
chant-along numbers such as 
Jump and I Like To Move It. 

A version of the Jonas 
Brother’s SOS and Lady Gaga’s 


Bad Romance, complete with the 
dance moves, went down partic¬ 
ularly well. In there somewhere 
was an original song, All The 
Small Things. 

They ended with one for the 
nans - The Bay City Rollers’ Bye 
Bye Baby - before the inevitable 
encore, the Ice Ice Baby-Under 
Pressure mash-up and Ghost- 
busters, during which they 
sprayed the audience with water 
blasters. 

John (or was it Edward?) 
jumped off the stage, was 
mobbed and grabbed by two 
young ladies dressed from head 
to toe as bananas, proving they 
do have appeal. 

It was a highly entertaining 
night of pop panto. 

LEON BURAKOWSKI 


Lark Rise to Candleford, 

Grand Theatre 

Due to weather conditions, the lorry 
carrying the costumes and scenery for 
the opening night of Lark Rise to Can¬ 
dleford at the Grand Theatre, was stuck 
in snow in Scotland. 

The production still went ahead with 
a full cast dressed in black and a bare 
stage. Because of the period of the 
play, a bit of imagination was called for 
from the audience. 

But full credit to this talented cast, 
what could have turned into a disaster 
turned into an unexpectedly entertain¬ 
ing evening that made you appreciate 
good acting. 

What was interesting to observe was 
the dual roles cleverly taken on by many 
of the cast that would have otherwise 
gone unnoticed had they been in 
costume. 

Folk songs were expertly played and 
sung by the cast and there were some 
brilliant comic moments when the 
women of the village gathered for a 
good gossip. If you can enjoy this pro¬ 
duction under these circumstances,just 
imagine how enjoyable it will be when 
the costumes and scenery arrive. 

LES JOWETT 


The Secret Garden. Birmingham Repertory Theatre 

The final production before the Rep's two year closure due to 
construction of the city's new library lives up to the theatre's 
reputation for technical brilliance but lacks festive warmth. 

Over long and weighed down by too many mediocre songs, 
this stodgy musical version of Frances Hodgson Burnett's 
classic Victorian tale about two upperclass children trans¬ 
formed by experiencing nature has great potential. Get rid of a 
third of the songs, lop half an hour off the 150-minute running 
time (with interval), and it could be special. 

The acting and singing are superb. The revolving set of 
mansion and garden is excellent but, apart from the scene 
where it snows in the secret garden, festive sparkle and magic 
are in short supply. LEON BURAKOWSKI 

Cinderella, Birmingham Hippodrome 
BIRMINGHAM Royal Ballet bring their 20th anniversary year 
celebrations in the city to an end with an enchanting Christmas 
present. BRB director David Bintley has created a spellbinding 
Cinderella, lavish and dream-like, a treat on a par with the 
company’s usual festive offering, The Nutcracker. 

There is comedy, too, in the choreography of the Ugly Sisters 
and the human-sized mice, frog and lizards, who magically turn 
into Cinderella’s liveried servants when the pumpkin transforms 
into an ornate carriage. 

Elisha Willis is a most elegant Cinderella and lain Mackay a 
dashing Prince, and Prokofiev’s romantic music also finds a 
perfect partner in this fairytale world made real. It’s Bintley’s 
vision but John MacFarlane’s designs and David Finn’s lighting 
play a vital role in bringing it to the stage so memorably. 
Cinderella continues until December 12. 

LEON BURAKOWSKI 


Tell me on a Sunday. 

Alexandra Theatre 

This a romantic adventure of a 
young English girl newly arrived 
in New York seeking companion¬ 
ship and love. This imoving and 
emotional story of broken 
dreams and loneliness, with a 
little comedy thrown in, is theatre 


at its best. This production has 
been thoughtfully reworked for 
present day audiences with the 
use of a laptop and mobile 
phone. 

The star of this one-woman, 
one-act song cycle, Claire 
Sweeney, gives a superb and 
competent portrayal of the char¬ 


acter with some excellent vocals 
to Andrew Loyd Webber’s music. 
Take That Look Off Your Face, 
Unexpected Song, I Still Believe 
In Love and the title song Tell Me 
On A Sunday were all delivered 
beautifully by Sweeney. 

A huge task well done. 

LES JOWETT 
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Food served 

12 noon-9 pm Monday to Saturday 
SUNDAY LUNCHES AVAILABLE 


i Karaoke every 
Wednesday 
i Quiz Wight 
Monday 


i Sky Sports 
i Big Car Park 
i Seating 
outside 


Curry Night every Wednesday 
Fresh Pub Food daily 
Fresh Indian BBQ daily 
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Driving Scliool 


L 


Be the emy of your friends 
and learn to drive in a BMW 

One oH*e it. c*t excitn>g niYvei^f y&Lr life, 
leernii^gtodn^s can he ec^cvviHi 
'/ihJ'/erftrftpioiVf N*. 1 living udiool ard oajld be H*e best 
invBrtiTenf vou e^r moka. 

Willi Br«d<v^«t"t DrNn 0 Scnod >*^u v/ill c4iw Hie mr/ bhwl 
BWW and Ya/rt alep nctdi in str-KJcr You v/ill heve a grd 
n me and con sure yo/ne lean will ihe bc?i 
V/lli a tafcte< 7 ftl« ai y^be^le */« 3 U ccn mcinays 
^ourv^v^le d-rvingeetpe-bnee co-line. 


Prices 

staT 

from 


£20 

per har 



2 FREE LESSONS WITH EVERY 
BLOCK BOOKING OF lO HOURS 

We vHiloriTie hrt*id newd to* * Hr;** I cta? dreed/ sidled to 

tarn ad flo*& wfoju^ wort o fopr L p 


4.U ooun&u 


Visit www.brectftwellsdrivingschool.co.uk 
cryfrr^ anyi\<weteboolc ordhs or Cal 07706 282 395 


Make a perfect 
entrance.. 

OPEN UP TO OtJAUTY 
EXTERNAL DOORS I 

ALL DOORS 6 POINT 
LOCKING SYSTEM 

External Plastio UPVC Deers 
start from £299 fitted 
Composite Doors 
start from £999 fitted 

HOW SAFE AND SECURE 
IS YOUR DOOR? 

UMTS *4HrY r CJI##see 4MFI 
in w«|ik site en 4# 

tfeeavlet 

TMe -'ctjrr u/J mMtmm*' 
MffKAMY 
*ifji:ii.iHKJiHiMij«irir 

VMM* 



DoorSGa/ore 


Call Alan on 
07789 822036 


Sa j 




Oir e«|»iioncscl yiocma; Kaien 
l-HI, hasowerSO yetii-s of yioanng 
e?q»iience aid is also a Iceen doy 
tiainer. 

Fi hh rlqu-iii niii limning ssivics 
fa-all |»ts G iiraitlis and under, no 
qjIxintmentnecesHiiy 
Oursliqj is s^tensiwly stocked 
'M\ a range of new anefinnowatiw 
laoducts^ many liataie exclusiw 
to Ellie and Oscar's inducing 
natiral teat fiem Tlie KG Csitrers 
made iom 100% human grade 
ingiKientsandhancinade odlars, 
leads and fleece dog toys. 
Olrbinat Hamfwre qbkI 
ItwvttMnthwty «tt 
Vjfe also stock Aden Gmige, 
Btini^ Fidi4Dogs aid file Naturd 
Dog Food Ccnriiiny. 
0p«tM«t-Q(vt9«n - A|tm 
}3if4UtaR«Kl,f4Uta, 
WUrahnqftHWUtlDr 

Tel: 01902 331020 


24 Fino Read. Octuy &A 1TY. ^jiaJrjnj 01384 85cDC 
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The Blackpool lass who’s 
now a towering performer 


From reality show to stardom, Jodie Prenger talks to LEON 
BURAKOWSKI about Spamalot, a TV show... and her pets 


I’D Do Anything winner Jodie Prenger is 
looking on the bright side of life, having left 
the cast of Oliver! to star in touring Monty 
Python musical Spamalot and with a TV sit¬ 
com to be broadcast in the new year. 

The Blackpool belter is playing a showbiz diva 
in the musical featuring Always Look On The 
Bright Side Of Life and she will take a lead role in 
BBC show Candy Cabs, a comedy from the 
writers of Dalziel and Pasco. 

It’s about a ‘women only’ taxi firm in the North- 
West and also features ex-EastEnder Jo Joyner, 
Lisa Millett and Claire Sweeney. 

In the two years since the public chose Jodie, 
over the judges’ favourites, to win the coveted role 
of Nancy in the West End revival of Oliver!, her 
rollercoaster career ride has been on a permanent 
up. 

She has become a regular on TV and radio, pre¬ 
senting the Lottery Show, covering for Elaine 
Paige and Paul O’Grady on Radio 2, and making 


lots of concert appearances, many with her 
showbiz pal John Barrowman.She also made an 
album of nostalgic wartime songs and has a new 
album coming out on major label Sony next year. 

Before I’d Do Anything, Jodie first got some¬ 
times unflattering exposure on reality weight loss 
show The Biggest Loser (she lost 8st) but has no 
regrets. “It gave me my health back,” says the size 
14 songstress. I try to get out and exercise but I 
love my food. I couldn’t be one of those people 
who sniff a lettuce leaf. 

But her biggest love, as those who saw her help 
pick the dog to play Toto on Over The Rainbow 
may guess, are her animals. 

“I’ve got loads of pets back home in Blackpool 
where I lived with my mum and dad,” she says. 
“Three dogs, two parrots, pet chickens, got a tor¬ 


toise, two rabbits, one cockatiel, two budgies and 
some fish ... and obviously Hogan is with me. 

“Hogan Jacko Prenger, he is a Yorkshire terrier, 
the son of my other one at home. He’s still a 
puppy. He’s very good.” 

She will be lighting up the stage at the Alexan¬ 
dra Theatre in some amazing gowns as the Lady 
of the Lake - a mickey take of showbiz leading 
ladies - in the musical based on Monty Python and 
the Holy Grail. “I saw Spamalot on the West End 
and loved the show, loved the comedy, loved the 
costumes, loved the sets - I loved everything 
about it. So when I got asked to do it, I jumped at 
the chance,” Jodie says. 

But wasn’t she worried that it made fun of the 
showbiz world she now inhabits? “It’s got to be 
done. If you can’t laugh at yourself what can you 
laugh at?” she answers. “I can’t stand 
‘starry’ people.” 

Jodie learned her craft the hard way, 
on the northern cabaret circuit, sup¬ 
porting the likes of comedians Jimmy 
Cricket and the late Bernard Manning. 

“Oh, the Manning crowd,” she looks 
to the ceiling as she speaks. “They had 
about five teeth between them. “The 
cabaret circuit was hard graft but it 
really helped me, to be able to have a 
good laugh with an audience and I 
sang all the songs of the musicals. 

“I’d Do Anything was hard, you had 
to put on this amazing show every 
week but doing something you love 
doing doesn’t really feel like work. 

“I owe the public a gazillion thank- 
yous. It is everything I have dreamt of. 
Dressing up and singing these songs, 
it’s like being a kid.” 

Spamalot is staged at the Alexandra 
Theatre from December 7 to January 
1. Jodie will not be appearing on 
December 22, 23, 24 and 26 because 
she’ll be going home to Blackpool to 
spend Christmas with her family. 


Josh, older and wiser 


A BROKEN heart inspired the lyrics 
of Hold Me Down, this year’s hit album 
from young Surrey rockers You Me At 
Six, who headline at Wolverhampton 
Civic Hall next week. 

Frontman Josh Franceschi told the 
Chronicle: “I have only had my heart 
broken once. 

“The relationship with my long term 
girlfriend finished just before the band 
began work on Hold Me Down. 

“It was a cathartic process. I poured 
my emotions into the lyrics. I think that 
is why people can identify with it.” 

The success of the second album 
from the melodic power punks has 
catapulted them from the Wulfrun Hall 
two years ago to playing to more than 
five thousand fans at the Civic on 
Monday and Tuesday. 

Josh says the arenas are next. “We 


are planning an arena tour for next 
year,” he revealed. “That’s the next 
step. 

“There are different types of eupho¬ 
ria depending on the venue. 

“I enjoy playing an intimate venue 
where there are no barriers and every¬ 
one is sweaty and I am just a step away 
from the fans but I also enjoy playing in 
front of thousands at an arena.” 

He said that some of the songs from 
debut album Take Off Your Colours 
may be reworked at the Civic gigs. 
“Some of those songs were written 
when we were 15 to 16 years old. Now 
we’re 21-year-olds,” he explained. 

“But we always keep in mind what 
our fans like. We feel like they’ve grown 
up with us. 

“It’s good to be coming back to 
Wolverhampton.” 



Josh Franceschi 



Jodie Prenger who is starring as the Lady of the Lake in Spamalot at the Alexander 
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Sims get the party started Trek to the stars 

with new guides 


THE SIMS 3 (12, EA) content from others and even share 

T HE hugely popular PC their Sims’ big moments via Facebook 
i ll • ii theyve got an account with the 

game has had previous PlayStation Network or Xbox LIVE, 
incarnations for PSP, Owners of the DS version have the 
PS2 and Wii but with Sims 3 cool ability to use the stylus to sculpt 
for consoles the all-conquering the i r Sims’ facial features... you can 
i -n ■ n- nn ” -i •*? make your own Sharon Osbourne! 

lile simulation finally makes it 

onto the serious gamers’ THE SIMS 3 LATE NIGHT (12, EA) 

machines - Xbox 360 and PS3. THE Sims can really get their 
And it’s long overdue, giving thou- par ty started now that this latest 
sands of family laptops and PCs a well- expansion pack for the computer 

earned rest version lets them loose on a neon- 

1 he Sims has been a massive success v . •, , , TT 

on PC, with three main versions plus ^ vibrant downtime area. Here 
lots of add-on packs to enhance they will rub shoulders with celebs 
lifestyles with lots of extra goods and and even get a chance to become 
abilities (and weird stuff for vampires one themselves, 
and aliens, etc). Your Sims will get in to the most 

It has even spawned its own lan- exclusive places and enjoy hefty dis- 
guage, Simlish, based on the gobblede- counts but they will also be pestered by 
gook spouted by the virtual beings. fans and followed by the paparazzi. 

More than a million people globally Bars, parties, gigs with your own 
are happy to dedicate many hours to Sims rock band, all become available 
creating and watching over their Sim and new career opportunities include 
creations-it’s a control freak’s dream! rock star or the bar’s best cocktail 
- but it also has a wicked sense of making ‘mixologist’, 
humour. Watch out for tough bouncers though 

Sims 3 imports all that’s good about and, if you hang out on the wild side, 
the PC version and, a few dodgy graph- you may become a vampire, 
ics aside, enhances it with new abili- These trendy urban Sims live in 
ties including‘Karma Powers’in which apartments, relaxing in hot tubs and 
Sims can get lucky, be blessed with dance the night away at rooftop pent- 
instant beauty or cursed with ‘epic house parties... you could get envious, 
fail’. You will need The Sims 3 original 

Another big plus with the console game (it’s available for PC and Mac) 
version is that it has far more connec- before installing the expansion pack, 
tivity than PC, allowing players to 

share their creations, download Leon Burakowski 




Getting friendly during a Late Night out in The 
Sims 3 latest expansion pack for computer based 
fans of the popular life simulation game. 

But now those who prefer console gaming can 
join the Sims universe via The Sims 3 for Xbox 
360, PS3, Nintendo DS and Wii 


W ATCHERS of the heavens will - 
clouds and fog permitting - be 
treated to some exceptional 
sights in the night sky this winter, espe¬ 
cially the early risers. 

There is a total lunar eclipse around dawn on 
December 21 and just before dawn on January 
4 the Quadrantids meteor shower will be at its 
peak, and in a rare two-for-the-price-of-one 
deal from nature, there will be a partial eclipse 
of the rising sun that morning. 

Then on the night of January 4 telescopes and 
binoculars will be aimed towards Jupiter which will 
be very close to the planet Uranus, positioned just to 
the north of it. 

Any youngster or a beginner of any age who 
wishes to learn more about astronomy should check 
out the Haynes Astronomy Manual, A Practical 
Guide To The Night Sky (hardback, £19.99) by 
Jane A Green, an outstanding amateur astronomer 
who used to be an officer on cruise ships. 

Her book features a foreword by astronomer and 
star rock guitarist Dr Brian May and an introduc¬ 
tion by Sir Patrick Moore, presenter of BBCTV’s 
long-running The Sky At Night. 

It is a richly illustrated book that will ease the 
beginner into the wonders of the cosmos and how to 
observe and picture them, without ever being patro¬ 
nising. 

The stats are mind-blowing and perhaps best 
summed up by Green when she says there are more 
stars ‘out there’than all the grains of sands on all the 
beaches on this planet. 

Enterprise 

For those who like to spice up their science fact 
with a lot of exciting science fiction, Haynes have 
also brought their meticulous style to the Star Trek 
universe with the publication of The USS Enter¬ 
prise Owner’s Workshop Manual (hardback, 
£19.99). 

Those familiar with Haynes’ auto manuals will 
know what to expect, except that here is something 
with a bit more poke than a Ford Capri or even a 
Jaguar XJS (both manuals are available), a warp- 
speed intergalactic starship, covering seven incar¬ 
nations of the iconic craft from 2151 onwards. 

The manual features more than 80 new cutaway 
views of the starship plus lots of diagrams and 
details on the key technologies involved. Wonder¬ 
fully detailed and absorbing escapist fun for all 
Trekkies. 

Leon Burakowski 
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The new Twingo earns its stripes 


JUST months after launch¬ 
ing Gordini versions of the 
Renaultsport Twingo and 
Clio, Renault is now poised to 
release an even more afford¬ 
able, twin-striped version of 
its smallest model, Twingo, 
priced at £11,395. 

The new Twingo Gordini 100, 
powered by the 1.2 TCe (Turbo 
Control Efficiency) petrol engine, 
is aimed squarely at customers 
looking for good handling and 
affordable running costs, 
wrapped up in a chic and sporty 
three-door package. 

The appeal of the Gordini versions 
of Twingo and Clio Renaultsport to a 
younger audience has already sur¬ 
passed expectations, with sales of 
both models having risen signifi¬ 
cantly. 

So much so that, since their arrival 
across Europe, the ‘halo’ version of 
the Twingo now accounts for two- 
thirds of sales and one-third in the 
case of Clio. 

Renault is now aiming to emulate 
the runaway success of its ‘French 
flair’ models with its latest arrival, 
which slots into the range above 
Dynamique, in place of the former 
GT. 

The newcomer is instantly recog¬ 
nisable as a Gordini, through its 
trademark twin racing stripes with 
subtle ‘G’ badging across the bonnet, 
roof and tailgate. There are gloss 
black front and rear bumpers, extra- 



The famous Gordini twin stripes 

tinted rear windows and tailgate and 
discreet ‘Gordini Series’ badging. 

The sporty theme continues with 
its colour choice of three - Malta blue, 
with white Gordini stripes and 
matching details (foglight surrounds, 
door mirrors and rear spoiler), or 
pearlescent black and glacier white. 
In the case of the latter, the styling 
details are picked out in anthracite. 

On the inside, the bespoke ambi¬ 
ence continues. The Gordini 100 fea¬ 
tures dark carbon cloth seats with 
embossed Gordini logo and white 
stitching, blue door trim inserts with 
white stitching and blue leather- 
trimmed steering wheel with two 
white stripes to indicate the straight 
ahead position. The Gordini rev- 
counter comes in trademark blue 
with white background, while the 
gear knob and base share the same 
blue hue. The centre console is fin¬ 
ished in gloss black, while the pedals 


The upmarket feel of the interior 

are aluminium. The upmarket feel 
also crosses over to its equipment 
level. Standard kit on the trendy 
addition to Renault’s popular city car 
line-up, includes 4x20W RDS radio 
with single CD MP3 player, Blue¬ 
tooth and aux input, air conditioning, 
15-inch Turini alloy wheels with pol¬ 
ished face and black inserts, cruise 
control, electric windows, speed 
limiter and independent sliding and 
folding rear seats. 

Features 

The Twingo Gordini 100 can also be 
ordered with features previously 
unavailable on GT, including pol¬ 
ished alloys with blue inserts and 
leather-faced Gordini seats with blue 
detailing. Other options include 
climate control, metallic paint and 
electric panoramic sunroof with sun- 
blind. 

The Gordini stripes on the bonnet, 



The stylish and economical new Twingo Gordini 100 will be ready to order in January 

roof and tailgate are a no-cost remov- and bushes, and recalibrated sports buyers, its insurance group is likely 
able option. steering. Despite its dynamic on-road to be competitive when confirmed. 

Under the bonnet of the latest performance, C02 emissions of Thirty years on from its heyday, the 
version is the responsive 1.2 TCe 132g/km mean the Gordini TCe 100 Gordini name and look still holds a 
petrol engine, pushing out lOOhp at qualifies for the Renault eco 2 signa- special place in many people’s hearts. 
5,500 rpm, with a top speed of 117 ture, as well as offering impressive Nine out of 10 buyers choose the blue 
mph. Meanwhile, beneath the chic combined fuel economy of 49.5 mpg. livery, while only one per cent of 
Gordini TCe 100 body, lies the GT Crucially for a car of its ilk, and buyers order a Gordini without 
chassis with stiffer shock absorbers especially its appeal to younger stripes. 
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08 feu llis 1.5 Siol Slim Conn, SShra.IOK_5371 

a feu llis 1.4 SE S|d rl Calm Fiftl, ffi__5371 

a feu llis 1.4 SE^urlCaiiitSilnt JK.5371 

a feu llis l.fiTH Sim, fill, ffi ....51E71 

a feu iiis i.ern Sim, Mw, i in. jciim 

a feu llis 1.6TC1 S|Dl, YAitq 2CK...5119+1 

ID Ilia ST 1.4 3L Opeftl Him 'll....51199 

51 lmn 1.3 ffiVT Bun Elir Khtrlio. 106K.52144 

51 Lmn1.fi S.fiknF.Vtilio.TSK.52971 

06 LmnDiira, Hnkhldali^SIK..5371 

01 LmiiDiin; Shra.Offi.5371 

57 Lmn 1.9TU 51-J□ i eb, fir*, S1K..57971 

OS Lmiil.fiETiatnii.firey.lOK.53371 

06 Lmn1.9rnG-rariiiififtl.2ffi.....5344 

06 LrniimTaaEPS.VA.rj.S7K.53H 

03 LmiiFFiSE, SSKtc. 11K.5W671 

ID feu Lnm Emralha 1A Shra, ffi..514644 

E Lmn Dura KI.VJIto.1 ffi.51371 

ID feu Lnm Ffi 13U* Wot*IK.515771 

ID feu Lbdi m iram. Chn* OrtFJ*, 4K...5171+1 

ID feu Lnm m 1 mm Sipml die, +i..517944 

ID feu Lnm Ffi 13[fi CSCl. Kki fi ran, ffi...513144 

57 .Aiml.fiRrinmnjS|im,Sint Iffi.572+1 

a .Aim 2.mn Cffi Slvtiim EDiehhblt^ffiK._57971 

ca bm2.Din aim.Oint ffi....I+H+l 

a Bm ST 2.DTD SE, Shra, ffi.515171 

Cfl Bm ST 2DTE1 1 TQc Sport Si Fra. Iffi.515771 

ItSOTlB* 

a B7.W 131 S Dimd. fin* hlrtai*4ffi.....53+1 

BMW312DE0intfrK.53H 

I C6 Clrum Cl iiln, Rft|,3ffi...5+144 

57 drum fcra Pimm 1. FHI1, firey fifed Kc>, 2SK ..5371 


57 drum C4 Pimm l.fihCL E4 ip fifedio, 26K.5344 

51 Rri Pmin1.2EL>; RftL 4SK.51371 

Ha Firi Oranta Prnlu 1.4 Adw, Hip fikdl^K.55144 

P Funl Ka, Hip hfeftalot«K..51691 

W Funl Ha, FiftL Sffi..5991 

E FunlKa.SIFra.S1K.51771 

06 FunlKa.F.lnr.P.1ffi.58771 

CM Funl Srad Ka Luxury, 6liefifetali>, 6+1.53771 

V FunlfiHia1.aLHRel.S1K.5991 

3 Funl Fima 1.3 Fiihzb, diefifetrlfc, Sffi.5371 

57 Funl Finia 1.4 uitaa, Olirute, RftL Sffi.553+1 

3 Funl Finia 1.4 Tilainn\ fimu F.'krtaIffi.59671 

T Funl Fine 1.3 Zdm,FiftL Sffi .5991 

E Funl Fmc 1.3 Gib, Oiwr.Offi.52771 

07 Funl Fine l.fi Zdm Clrrate, fin* h>tai<\ Z7K...5B71 

06 HvmlriHQGbck,2ffi.58971 

E Fi,mlri Dm|n SE, Oivrr, Sffi.58971 

06 hfimlri Tiirmn ITTTD CD* Sihra, S2K.53H 

ID KbPimlul, Haok.SK. 5371 

E Kb ShIdd 2 910 TS. Sira, 1 £6.51371 

57 7.bnb 21.5 Sinrl, Glut; 31K.57771 

Y P.hnb 33= 2D Sm l Hick, Sffi..5CS+4 

CM 7.bab?.WD fiftl, ffiK..5+191 

06 F.fermikEEbiB.'.iaClaaauSE, 

firey fife* 11 o, S£K.55771 

CM IT, TF 1.3, GbckffiK.551+1 

52 7.Ki m iit 191 fir* fifeblk-, Sffi.52144 

ffi PHmd2ffi1.4Hfiel.4SK.5371 

Si PnuJd 2ffi 1.4 SE Hituroti*, Oihra, 2+1.55771 

06 Pnipd 2D71.4 Sinrl, Hack 10K.5371 

06 Pnipd 2D71.6 Sion, EIip Fifetaio 1 ,20K.5371 

07 Pnud 5 97 SidI HU DC. fiftl 4ffi..5371 

06 PHuid3IE1.fiS12Dc.fibok2ffi.5371 

ffi PHipd3LE1.6S12Dc.0int 17K.57771 

51 FkiidilLqiiiD bide 1.3 D,iarrii|B, 

Oiw.lffi....51271 

07 Sinikd ilraul ’ri I cr a. fib ok, Sffi.5371 

06 Tnflia YaricCotoirCdwiori, OSKra. S7K.5371 

ID TtMia .'jiicTRi-fibin Oi-«t ffi.51D771 

07 tirdnl bral.ffillOihra, Offi..5W44 

W ’ibichal bra 1 .ffi*. Oihra, Sffi..5W+1 

CG ‘6 ichal bra 1 .E*. Oihra, ffi.51371 

57 ttioiial bra 1 .XDT1SF9 Bbok, .5371 

OB ‘ibir.hal bra 1 .EIM, EMiphlrtalfioi Iffi.53171 

ffi ‘illik.dliiiPrin1.4Tn ffi,Okra.Iffi.5371 

03 'ilbkidHiiTidiaiSETEM+^o: 

•Wien Hick, 206.5179+1 



BARLOWS 5EH “T" 01902 714503 
Newhampton Road West, Wolverhampton 
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All Electric 
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SUMME R I NSIDE! 


SELECTION OF OUT! NEW STOCK 


Swntt Ek vw 622 28- U UUWv Swift bvtifjv U2* 48 &V>*cton $38324 

Swift Escape 064 iu f , Lfoaix^ii l.*34&£4 Swift Bokira LOC6K 2B L'Kjtchan kMZbl Cl 
S.viR Sundance G30L CG 2 33^3 Swift Sjndjnca S30LP Z : I 1,1 . 3Q 97Q 

SELECTION OF OUR USED STOCK 


Bcswwicarr E4102B End Kitchen £24J£lrj Aulcitrail Ouxotn 4g R*ed Bed £2599! 


AiJloKkHKKir Mcnnc 2B£174B3 Aiitoraojteci Sfcvspirit 40 ULojnge£26990 

Elar*>gh WvlinQG 72S3G5 

^Tel: 08452179740 

— - _ Chvc~ 4 Vli 1 f,, K|rJ;jeTTit>iJrr DV 10 2 JL 
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CHRONICLE MOTORING 


Saab shows just how to 
tackle the snow business 


WITH early winter 
snow predicted this 
weekend Saab has 
urging UK drivers to 
take necessary precau¬ 
tions. 

Alan Cowan, general 
manager aftersales at Saab 
GB, said: “After the severe 
winter weather we experi¬ 
enced last year the thought 
of a repeat performance is 
fairly daunting. 

“Difficult driving condi¬ 
tions greatly increase the 
risk of an accident and even 
routine journeys can 
become hazardous experi¬ 
ences. As a nation we’re not 
really geared up to dealing 
with extreme weather con¬ 
ditions and snow can make 
even the most seasoned 
driver wary. 

Simple 

“A few simple precautions 
and a bit of Saab ‘snow-how’ 
can really make a difference 
both in terms of safety and 
confidence when out on the 
road.” 

Mr Cowan said Saab knew all there was 
to know about preparing for and driving in 
the snow and ice 

“Saab is used to designing and building 
cars to cope with the Scandinavian winter, 
including putting all models through the 
famous ‘elk’ test to check winter handling 
ability. 

“Whilst ice and snow are obvious 
hazards, it’s often the ‘invisible’ threat of 
black ice which can cause the biggest prob¬ 
lems and driving round sheltered bends or 
corners which are shaded from the sun are 
where black ice is most likely to catch you 
out. 

“A tell-tale clue that you are on black ice 
is when all goes quiet in the car and you 
can’t hear any tyre noise. 

“If you find yourself in this situation, 
don’t brake or make any sudden steering 
inputs, but ease off the accelerator and 



Swedish firm Saab is used to testing cars ir 

proceed slowly and smoothly.” He added: 
“Know your car. It may sound silly, but it is 
essential to know whether your car is a 
front or a rear wheel drive vehicle so you 
can react accordingly in icy conditions. 

“Skidding in snow or ice can easily occur, 
even at relatively low speeds. If it does 
happen, never brake. In the event of a 
front-wheel skid in a front-wheel drive car, 
come off the accelerator and steer the front 
wheels in the direction you wish to go. For 
a rear wheel skid, steer into the skid. ABS 
(anti-lock braking system) will help 
prevent skidding under braking.” 

Greater 

Mr Cowan said the stopping distance for 
a car travelling at 30 mph was more than 
twice as long in icy conditions so “it’s impor¬ 
tant to keep an even greater distance 
between you and the car ahead”. 

“Added to which, grip is at a real 


harsh Scandinavian winters 


premium in winter conditions and a tyre 
with only the legal minimum tread depth 
displaces 85 per cent less water than a new 
tyre. If your tyres are on the edge of 
needing to be replaced, act now rather 
than run the risk of losing grip or aqua¬ 
planing on the road. 

“Lights can quickly become caked in 
road grime when it’s snowy and slushy and 
the range of your car’s headlamps can be 
reduced by as much as 30m if road grime 
accumulates on the lens. Clean them regu¬ 
larly, even mid-journey in severe condi¬ 
tions, so that you can ‘see and be seen’ at all 
times. 

“It goes without saying that anti-freeze 
is the engine’s first line of defence, and it’s 
really important to get this checked each 
year, regardless of mileage. Finally, min¬ 
imise wheel spin when moving off in 
manual transmission cars by using a 
higher gear.” 
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MOTOWN C 


2011 facelift for the popular supermini 


Corsa range 
is refreshed 



The Corsa has softer suspension for a better ride Vibrant colours dominate the cabin 
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The Corsa has been re-styled at the front to give it more of a ‘smiley’ face and bring it in line with other Vauxhall models 


THE popular Corsa has been 
redesigned to bring it up to date 
with the rest of the Vauxhall 
range. 

From February next year the car 
will sport a fresh new face, trims and 
colours. 

The Corsa, VauxhaH’s second best¬ 
selling model after the Astra and a 
near-permanent fixture in the UK’s 
top-three best sellers’ list, has now 
adopted many of the premium styling 
cues from other recently launched 
Vauxhalls, such as the Insignia, Astra 
and Meriva. 

The new Corsa features a signature 
chrome bar, carrying the new Griffin 
badge, stretching across the front 
grille, while a re-styled front bumper 
with a more prominent, wider lower 
grille gives the Corsa a smiling 
appearance. 

Framing the Corsa’s new face are 
‘Eagle-Eye’ headlamps, which have 
also made an appearance on the 
recently launched Meriva. The units 
have a chrome finish and include 
daytime running lights as standard 
across the range. New chrome-fin¬ 
ished fog lamps and housings com¬ 
plete the picture at the front. 

Complementing the Corsa’s fresh 
look are five new exterior colours in 
the range. Vibrant new colours also 


dominate the Corsa’s cabin, with seat 
trims such as Steel Blue and Tabasco 
Orange brightening the interior, 
accompanied by a range of different 
coloured door trims, centre consoles, 
air vent rings and door handles. 

Also inside, is Vauxhall’s new 
optional Touch & Connect multi- 
media system, which replaces the 
existing CD60 unit. Touch & Connect 
uses a five-inch touch screen display 
featuring both 2D and 3D maps for the 
navigation system, as well as a 
CD/tuner, aux-in, USB and Bluetooth 
mobile phone connectivity. 

Fresh 

Outside, the new Corsa benefits 
from new 16-inch alloy wheels on both 
SE and SXi models, while the 192PS 
VXR receives the option of a new 18- 
inch alloy wheel, modelled on the 
design of the optional 20-inch wheel 
worn by the Insignia VXR. 

The Corsa’s new appearance com¬ 
plements recent upgrades to chassis 
and powertrain. With its fresh new 
look, the Corsa is now a very different 
car to the one on sale a year ago. Before 
the latest exterior and interior design 
changes were made, the Corsa had 
already benefited from a long list of 
significant upgrades to its chassis and 
powertrains. 


D&R 

STARTERS 


Alternators, 
Starter Motors 
and Batteries 
supplied and fitted 
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A NEW VAUXHALL* 



Don’t mi>s out, visit 
our showrooms this 
weekend! 


DON’T MISS OUT - visit our showrooms this weekend! 
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Desirable spot 
for detached 


S ITUATED in one of the 
city’s most exclusive 
areas, this extended 
family home is described by 
the selling agent as “out¬ 
standing”. 

The four/five-bedroomed 
detached home, called The 
Hawthorns, is in Tynin gham 
Avenue, Tettenhall, a peaceful 
cul-de-sac. 

Estate agent Steventon is man¬ 
aging the sale, inviting offers in the 
region of £425,000. 

Notable features of this impress- 
sive home include gas central 
heating, uPVC double glazing, off¬ 
road parking and superb open 
views over South Staffordshire Golf 
Course from the rear. 

Each room has been finished 
tastefully to a very high standard 
by the current owners. 

On approach, the house is set 
back from the road behind a con¬ 
crete print driveway with space for 
several vehicles. 

Entering through a uPVC front 
door into a hallway measuring 22ft 
x 7ft lin, luxurious high quality 
flooring extends into the guest WC, 
lounge and dining room. There is 
also a cloaks cupboard. 

The guest WC is fitted with a low- 
level white suite including a wash 


basin with cupboards below and a 
heated towel rail. 

Measuring 21ft 5in x 15ft 6in, the 
extended rear living room has an 
inset wall fire and patio window 
with open views over the garden. 

The front dining room has dimen¬ 
sions of 15ft 5in x lift llin and a 
bay window. 

In the open plan breakfast 
kitchen measuring 17ft 3in x 18ft 
llin, there is an extensive range of 
fitted wall and base units incorpo¬ 
rating a sink, dishwasher, cooker 
hood, microwave and dishwasher. 

Galleried 

There is tiled flooring, a pantry 
and a door leading to the rear 
garden. 

Aside utility room measures 19ft 
8in x 5ft lOin and has a sink, floor 
units and plumbing for a washing 
machine. 

Measuring 17ft 8in x 7ft lOin, 
there is a room which could be used 
as a bedroom, office or large study. 
The utility store has front-opening 
doors and was previously used as a 
garage area. 

Upstairs, a galleried landing has 
an impressive stair rail, a large 
front-facing picture window and 
access to the loft via an adjustable 
ladder. 

Measuring 14ft 9in x 20ft, the 
master bedroom has an extensive 


range of wardrobes and fitted fur¬ 
niture. 

The en suite shower room is fitted 
with a luxurious white suite, com¬ 
prising a power shower and cubicle, 
low-level WC and wash basin with 
cupboards below. There is also a 
heated towel rail. 

With dimensions of 13ft x lift 
lin, the second bedroom has open 
views over the golf course. 

Bedroom three measures 12ft lin 
x 12ft and also has open views, as 
does the fourth bedroom, which has 
dimensions of 12ft llin x 9ft 4in. 

The bathroom is fitted with a lux¬ 
urious white suite incorporating a 
power shower and enclosure, a 
shaped bath with shower over, low- 
level WC, pedestal wash basin and 
a heated towel rail. A window gives 
open views. 

At the side of the house, a gate 
gives access to an impressive, long 
rear garden. 

This incorporates a large con¬ 
crete print patio leading onto a long 
lawn surrounded by established 
bushes, trees and fencing. There is 
a water tap, lighting and external 
power point. 

Visit www.steventon- 

estates.co.uk or contact the agent 
on 01902 753131 to arrange a 
viewing. 
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View properties online www.goodchilds-iik.com 

Call for your Free Valuation 


We have offices In: 

* BrownhIUs 

* Cannock 

* Great Barr 


Lichfield 
Milton Keynes 
Stafford 
Sutton Coldfield 


• Tamworth 

• Wednesixry 

• Wolvernarrpton 

• Walsall 
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Dwtooti Drli^ llUwhinptan 


A Inee bed loom, tines storey,modem 
bLilttownhoLtse, t*o IktIi looirfS, 
louiige, kitdien, conceited gsiiage to 
give second lecejrtion.silisTted close 
to dtycentie \Mtii good timspo it links. 



CJuh a«H MMuBrhiHptoti 


Semi Detached bungalow, HO 
CHAIH! two bediooms.loimgeftliiiei; 
kitchen, ball mom, gaidens front aid 
iear, ample off load pa iking plus 
garaged I in well mantiined oidei: 



Fbfad Qwdettt, Wotuwhwqrton 


Semi detidied bungalow, 
compiising lounge, Kitdien, one 
bedioom, balnoom.lioiitaicl iear 
ganlens, allocated paitdng, double 
glazing aid centid heating 


C4nploti bhi^ WohreihiHpton 



FEAn-ERSUDfJE! DETAChED! Tl-FlEE 
BEDROOMS! £1 H* 000!!! ccmprisii*] 
loLngi'iSiwr, ktclieit faimily IxitlTocfiri, 

S \ gardens IbUi toil and war. 

cl in Uw soLt^Tt at«r ullage location 
ofFeatiiffstone 


Iknqtlce IVuft Coven 



A iTic-Iccn tiiee Iwdroom drtaclwd 
pro|wrtycom|jrisiug ofbrfluktist litclisn 
louige, conser^lory sn $Lits shower to 
master roam. badTooin fait and rear 
gardens, garage, all iimjteib 
pressitlional order. 


Clwdi tiMk, Brurtwore 


Itflittbor Awiih Phii 


Mwth Law, Wolirwki iiytw i 


IlHdimd Clm, Wohwk a i yfai i 


Ludrtone YUwttone* 



Hires bedroom trarttional semi detected 
l*opsrtyina sciifit afar legation, 
ca niM-isiiiytv^o recqrtion rooms, krtcten 
fcmily Ixrthroom njstars, off road lurking 
and garags vathmatirs v.-ell laid gardens 
to rsj. 



flnee bedioom extended semi 
detached property will lounge, utility 
loom and downstaiis wc. family 
loom, pairing fortwo cans aid 
potentid for loft to be conceited 



An exalted semi detached tort 
tertoomed|:ropertybrleiycomrrlosliig of 
loing* elilugroom Mtcheit Ltiltyroono, 
irst leer batlioom dock |jawd tHwv^ay 
limiting off road |>arHng and pleasait rear 
garden ceitral heating and double \.p3\r\ 



A A A PRICE TO SaL -9^ BEDROOM 
DETACHEi HOUSE A A A MUST EEVIE'.KDt DO 
FJOT MISS OUT OFJTHS IDEAL FAMILY HOME 
A A A AvKhnilrwrii ihtaoliftl propwty, 
oompri-an-j in hrirf, louri-jn, iliiin-.i rwim, 
o«i^nrvi»ry, Idtclim, Httiihj room, -diovjrr room, 
hriiroom, s rpirit? froirtaitl m -,izr■ hi l 



Ci 23,000 


Tliee tertoomsemi detected ii excelleit 
pressitlicnal order comprises louiige, 
diiing iea. ftted litdieu conservatory 
Lrtilrty Ixitiiroom. Gardensbotii toil and 
rear wkh off road |>arkingtotte side. Mo 
sluin 


Oeqge Auetue, PwMM4t 



The Cretewt, Ttlbritri Wood 



fliee tedroom ssmi detadied|:ro|wrlyiii 
Hieinudi sougltafter location of 
fetteriidl Wood Brieftyconprises. 
loinge, tilling area, kiteten comervlory 
Ixrtiirocm, garden to rear, off road pakii^j. 
A Timsf'jisvj |*operty 


Broud LrtwBodh, llUtnfldd 



An indi'iidLiallybLiltand desiyied 
sjHcioustiiee bottom bmgalow will 
lounge, kitdien, utility fimily teliroom, 
silting room, garageand offroad 
lurking ■jvitii good sized prints gardens. 


Buder Roud, Pertoti 



Ideal frsttime pucliase or laytolet 
investmeit is aviilade hvrtiitiis modern 
style first loor lat Yjtli accommodation 
comprising of lull, staircase to Hie first 
floor Y/rtmouigg, kiteten. tedoom aid 
batifoom 


Boiven-Cooho Avetwte, Perton 



Set in a cd-de-sac ontte otter parlwayis 
tlfis semi dfltadi 0 d|*o|wrty JiailaNs wrtii 
noL|)Y^ard diaii, Irrelycomirisss of 
loLiiye, Ixsifast krtcIwmtY^olwdrooms, 
bllioom garags, font and recr gardens 
and ceitralTieafing 


Code Vtv»f Pwtofi 



A fantasf c o^jortini V to pLrdiase a 
modern liree l^droom semi-detadied 


|jo|Brtyin a |*ime loca^oit Hie|xo|Brty 
ootmprises; loLiigs, kitdiei, family 
IxitlToom, conser'jatry and garagei 


Oidfwin Clot^ Petofi 



DoJightfi.il. lefiiibislierl tines berhoom 
sani baiofiling fiom caitid liesitiiig, 
double glreing snd no# ofii]»'f ng. 

Biiel y comp lising lounge^lining, 
kitchen, bsrtiiiioom.C liI De Ssio locsttion 



Medu Driue, Pertoti 


AtiTse bedroom pro|wrtyiniwsd of some 
motbnisatioit Ro|wr1y connprises in 
brief of loLinje, krtoton, Ixitlioom f orrt 
and rear gardeis, garage offroad lurking 
donds ^aziitgaiidositri Iwatiiig 


(bdtttboroi^i Dtlue, Pertoti 



A tinee bedioom detnclied house 
biiefly coim|jiising of enhance 
hsilk^siy.lounge, kltlien snd 
bsilnoom. Fiontsiid lesirgsiirletis, 
gsnsige, diive.^sTV aid off ioskI psiiking. 


Hefvwottd Dtlue, Pertoti 



A ilstaclieltY^olHilrootifi avallaNe 

Yi'lli noii|w,ynl cliali ami slionkl be vley^eil to 
awtil ills^KtirtiinerttlreivojHrtv conr|Tbe$ 
of lounge, ktdren, dicker rccni, ssj^arate m, 
gar^je, ga-ilenstotlieltoirt ami rear, 
ilrlwvAiy, cartral heating anl iloiiHs gladng. 


Ordlwdt HAift Pertoti 



A four bed ido m detached piopeily 
comprising of lounge, dining kitchen, 
conseivatny, utility, wc, master w It 
ensnite aid family balTnoom. 


ElhtleyOrov^ Pertoti 



ei$s;ooo 


flnee bedioom detached piopei^ 
■AlTidi compiises of loiinge/dming 
loom.kithen aid timily batiinoom. 
Gaiage, (hiveway, gardens to front 
aid iear. 


Repfan Avenir^ Pertoti 



A f ve bedioom detidied house wtii 
tco iece|)tion looms, kitdien, 
dowista rs wc, conse ivato ly and 
batinoom with showercnbide. 
Gaiage.fiontaid leargamlens. 


IV^rehm feom^ Pertoti 



A tnr bedioom detidied home 
compiising of lounge, (lining mom, 
kitdien, dowistars -wc, ensnite to 
master and family bath loom. Gaiage, 
conse ivatoiy 


Alton Clote, Pert on 



fliree bedroom detadied piopeity 
compiises of lounge, (lining loom, 
kitdien and tamily bath loom. 
Detached gaiage aid leargaiden. Ho 
upward chan 



www. dixonsestateag ents .co.uk 
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Trying to sell? 

We could let your property! 



There are good reasons to consider letting.., 

r \ 

The letting 
market is 
booming with 
properties letting 
in weeks. 

Call us now lo see how you could lei your proper ly, buy your new 
home with equity release or find buy-to let refinancing. 

We provide a complete consultancy from start to finish. 


t -> 

House prices 
are set to dip this 

year while rental 
values are rising! 

__> 


'- 1 

Tenant demand 
is massive as 

first time buyers 
struggle to buy 
their first home. 

n_J 



I T© LET 
| 0 


45 Bridgnorth Ryud, Compton, Wolvcrhumptui] WV6 SAP 

Ttl g ph n U> 1 9 U 2 ) 56^666 Fax e (0 I y 02 ) 5 iyolvq ^'rt.Jgcrs p;i rf n c r*j A’tfm 


www.rogers-partners.com 



Bonded merreo^ -at A si a & NAEA 




K. Stuart Swash 


2 Waterloo Road, Wolverhampton 01902 710626 OT 424044 


IPROPERTY AUCTION Tuesday, 7th December 2010 


Tl EIUrFORDEOAD, FFNN FIFIIXS, 
WOI.VFFHAMFTON 

MkITqiwkI ii iiradotli ill icfirfj. ^iyuI I (rcajof -folic j^rda-L. 
T{Kr Kcocjyioi-i. K.kjiwnfl.TCfl, I xfrfyy.' (iivuvl I'looc 

I:• ijLl'nDOiY l. "iTniCC ISCtkiOCi™, KjCO." ( iilctlL 

£44,&&&S£4V,&&& 
v rutwr ng : m rn av * satu miAV, 

JinJ Jfc 4IJi IteccirilhiT n.iri. 


iWFTTTNfTSHAI.T. FOAl>, 
OOSFIFY 

H|M.-ioittHaiftL.'l'YyoK«A|yioiv. 13ft K-itoftiv'lfa^ ItodioaTrti. 
ItfirfyioaYi i\iti llai(iu to Kadutor4.i™jori(jrnKW: ircivdffirya. 
Ijj jij K'ja-(tiirir, Vcftk-ulu- at-ccaa avd Kuilriv:.. 

Gsitttoi 

v rutwr ng : Mir lit y * satuii m-t y, 

JinJ JfcJIJi ItcccinlhLT r|i;j Iti.l5n.in. 


41 FTTTNfTSHAT.T. TiO AI>, OOSFTFY 

^Mcio<-i3KciTftL.fliTr^k: off-iwtl Kaifri-rg, MaJL.'l'YTO 

Kcoc^ykcL. I jflTi-iji. Tiro Htoca. I.Vft. K. itofwL. iTura 

IfcdwiirtA. iJarinwiYi. t ioa Ikatii'rg.to KuLlutoin^ lYujorky 
nKVC mrKbmi. K^r CiaixlaYYrffTWft.t iairkn KooiiVttfcHTa. 

f7rJAe £W00/£W00 
v rut wr ng: Mir iVa y * satuii iia y, 

JixJ JfcJIJi Itan-inlm-fr} Iti.l5n.iri. 


2 ROOICFFY RO Al>, c/o ftrF A1H7W 1. ANF, 
T.ANFSFIFf.l) 

IrtfiAfii l>ii>:tiotriii : ::3i'3Yiit::':irh3-|iVC Wit llri'i'L T'.wi KwqitniL. 
KrufrjL. KtlhJL.UCiiCH. Tlf:-; Itolriiiiii*. HrtJimrtiijnrydfif; n KVC 
it i nH 11 • j'i! ■ i Oi Krrlnjir*. DtirclKH C ifir:t Tnrinrc- + r+i 

(TaMl- £^&&&/£W&& 
vncmwG: Minuy Jt Saturday, 

J1-4J Jfe JUi Ihwinlm'l^] I l.titi h.itl 


FOR SALE BY AUCTION 


(SubjubL Lu CundiLiuiks and Priur Sale) 


on TUESDAY, 7th DECEMBER, 2010 (a) 6.30 p.m. 


At The Rumudu Park Hall Hotel, Park Drive, 


TiwertiiMiift 

107 ASHT.FY STFFFT, FIT.-ETON 

M fcl Tanacffll. 'I'yko Kcoajyjori. K. Wwi; (iioinyl I 1 kor 
l!H]il' i ':-j TL 'n r'3: I i ^3 ■: b 1-:^ reqti 1 ■: ta _ l 

12 AST twa April 2fti 0 £44ftp. 

Gsitdv: £5Wi*/£fcM(t 
v rutwr mi rnAy Jt satu iiiiav, 

JixJ JfcJIJi I1tti i inln. i i i;j.'j ... 


likYOTtiiKnkt 

J 73 BimUlNfTHAW NEW HOAD, LANEBFIEl.D 

iViI-tJ rcivoJHLiEE 'iltiLkEuiuirviin HJI, r>iv!-!aQ.4'Lr h I'iikkn T'^v 
KoAiu □, Hitaju i,'!m Hrtrf.k.'i'ii.rrlui Lhlit Mik >cniiW.'nTh , .VC Jl| i'ini 
ckiJb.« H jiii.^irrr.ik(jh :a,hdijM;u:.:Ht t ,iiU!ii 

C£.U\(m/£43jm 
vrutwr^: mriTAy * ^H>wl^ty ? 

Ji-j jfefilJi P^finlhLT^I 11 Jfl n.iri. 


Colilthorn Pnrk ? Wolverhumpton, WV 4 SAJ, 

PlutLSb [ bgiMLur- Jur CtiltLlugub 


V JEWUNCi OF ALL LO IS AT OWN RISK 

PI.FA.SF NOTE:- Viewingnru ;irt.liinav rf|ioiirki 4 fWS, rfliftul 4 y*u nrri 00 hlu^ y*u nviy I'iiid. y*ur 
•juwingljino w limiioilorllinl.miliii-joincvodoii in ^rdcrVs inniiitnin l]ic linm fvulioduk. 
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YOUR MOVE 


The UK's most visited estate agency v*ebsite v 

www.your-move.co.uk 
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B-d-:-H-l E-ir 4-r-la - I*- Ci^r-I Ctita 

Cll'^'791 wctuhttSTDiieciioerrifii 


WEDUSPIEID 


1RVHJLL R4-JW- 

- '. r r.-^ . H ^ lin [ . u u-.-U - J -1.JL._I )vu Dvh XvJ 

C..-j-.i. n M-E. u -Tv.D.4k-E-J... u -Uphi. 
Edki,M-C.h P v-^Knd(Ev-C^.iv. -Umllr 
QL:i* fk !- hhJ -■?■■ -:..tal H-..K-J 

(C(CIU7il WOfiTIHfliSTCHI4«IIOdrTlfll 


■BhW.WT 

Irl...- h f ^.i-Ul.-j-t. 

E-j Li H - L i ■ ■ ■ _| El i rj — hi ii .'t 1 . ■ J El i rj 
- E-1.-. mJWC - Di.Lk.4l l. .. rt l-l I- C.. .rx, 
0™ Om-.^iHm ii... - 4 .-. ru- 4.™. J [ 

M.Lj 

WaVTIHAMTDII 401 lot JT If II 


WLLEMHALL 


iTUkR KHW V OAt E 

- Tv. E-j L. .fj Dm ill I- '.Iv-.-i.,. E-^.f«. Ll 

-L..rj-C..i-,, ..-.jKii-Ei,.- 

- 4 . NvI C^t-JHv^ j^i.kxj 
*** vu'iDtHri tchi 40i lot rr iji i 


W1LLEM4ALL 



RIHKtl 

-T-. b. J VJ D-J .1-jI H.rj-j- Vi™. 

- Ehri-j-.- n P ■ ■ -■!-- *j * J V-llJ-j - [ L J iXj I Du 
ft ■n.r-.-r..,ir.[ -., Q ■■!■■■■ 

y CT^79 vnutmtHl mi 401 ice rr mi 


WOLVERHAMPTON 


ns urwit isviwfE won 

- I-J-. lrl...-H P .bj.i-Vvii.iHill, 
Ev.nm L I - Li. rj - Kllw - E. -j iU ■ IE i .ri- 

T-.-i D . J.L E-jL-i ir. - C ..-1 ..FJ ,< 

WC - 4 I -I/mL A El. ^ - 0 Id-M ii-.jj Djhi — 

± ..,11.1 - d .1L a rj. i 

rntj tgi 40i toe rr Lfi 


UUVTII 

■ Tlirt* t*-lr-:-:-r.i :!--r.-i D--#-idi*-l 'III h-l*-tl 
Cf : :--:-r.>* /h^-I-* , iii-i(-:ii • T'.y-:- Fl*:-h-:-ii 
F:-:-3-.» "G-m-I :!-ix*-l Fl*-r Girl*n> No- 
r-1r-1 di-iii 


TttORM* Rt 

■Tlir-t* Eh-L-v-i-t. :!-rii D-#idhtl 4-»lr»n 
Tin* L*-i-Iii : | Fror* Eh-Itv-i-tj T.y-:- ■ T.v-:- 
bwi-HiE-H-u ■ Kihd™i ■ Lbthiin E-ilir 
■ GQH iyUwd ■ [:y'G W1i« i* t*\ ■ 


*-t*\ ■ pTr.--r.h--i;,' 


RBAOI RO-J» 

■ T-.y-:- Eh ): :-3-.i RnJ- R-:-i /Aii-»iiN 
• Lcviy t'A'iHi : :-*|:-r-il-* h : ]hdi*ii • E-tir 
Gir-l*n> G-t C-ailnl H-tih-tl t. D-r.'l:-L 
GLit*I 


AUWilAWHM 
J 'I.nE-*■ L--:-:-ri 4r-:- 1 .!i-1 T k-:-r rLi 

j liwioil-^ rr-Ht*-l j Up-l-tc-l Kldwi (-. 
y.'.Lw P.-:-;-rd -> E-tlr-:-:-rd 'Alii hlt-l >ti j [lhjUh 
4Tn*l O. 4-ih ■=-■*■■ d 1-ltP-tl -' M-r-Jthi Ih 
—--Bthd ft Ap-prtj-i* 



iAAWrfr R4» 

- Tn-ta-:*-d Tit-i-mI - T->:- D-mU* E-tb--:-:-r* 

- Mp*l-inE-ikn-4n/ '.h'C- L-:-b-h OiDhh-j E«n - 
Kli* - rn*l 'I-nriY-rlO. E-»r4-ipla -OiTh-tI 

>3at--d H-titj -I-j-U-B-d - , .1-r.4i- i i[-t:-:-r*-M-l*-l 


- -™ DJ .Xj I l.-ip-Jh - L...rj - E>bb .. El irj - 
IQ - ImE-j Lun. - t A-. .rj/ WC - 4 .-k.. 
A. I-I-L „ I Ch^.- r. - ['..LL'JI .. , A. 'A *J I- 4 . 
G.h-jHu ^ _."In■ hj-j- L I*ij-jI CFK. La. ^i. 

wouEDtAHTai 40i tot rr if 11 


•Tin* tf-l-H-n Mi-1 Ti it- i■:*■ I 
■ C-HiHnr-ik-ry •Ldf-Cwrae^ Lk-tl >Ih 
E'*-Ir-:--:« !■ Cff : :+r-nl-F'-irldii : | 

■ No Lt--.h--r-l Clhiin 

cn«* 


WEH-ZVBD 4"I'I I'M .I'lif-W-f 


- M-wl v- M-r.^-.i ih««im-I*I - L-:*■ -h 

- E4rii-.ir-:-:-ri - Hl-^a - E-A r-:-:-ri - T-.<-:--l-:d-l* 
b-ttoon - 4-n-^fl -■-l-hiplah - 4-t Fk--tl-:-^ril 
L*tk-.i nhn- D-:*E-l* -.d-nk-.i f-A-ml-il*-^ 

v.'KiTiittj tin i vtf i>:e rr i f 11 


■ Mi-1 T*m-s* Prop-Bty ■ Tin* P-tlr-x-rib 

■ Kildi-ai ti to-juiiMn P-dr. T-.v-:- 
Fl*-:*p-H -:hi Fl-:--:-rih ■ Gr-Unt R*-r« Y-irl t 

R*-r» G -t C*i*t-J hU-riihi _ 

^ ,1, v.hT.TmHL’j-pm 40i ice rr if n 


HMHBTOtl 4JRWH 

j FnJ FLorMitMidl* ■ :|4-in To L-ioEim -> Lo*i^|< 
^KI-Jmi j Pc-ln-on ftp-Jroon J G4-i-u^J 

A i+ihtl j L’-t C-9#-d t-kttihi ^.iJ-a-i j 
C omihd L->r-:*ii-b j Flo Ctr>r-I CLiii 


ar f *!£ 


v.Yi'imtj thi 40i tot rr mi i 


VQUR MOVE 


AWAITING 

PHOTOGRAPH 

LVBU/tffBT 

• Tlir-t* P-tlroon Mo-I-bii [:--#■ i-:Ix-1 

• Tl i r-:- 1 1 L-:- m i : j -b. Pr-titf-thh-jhiliBi 

■ to-jhitPiin To!-#, BuH.'ih* 

■N-r.v C-rp-*h, ^3-:-n ho ho-.ii :*ih 

* M/l EfJMV40IJKl-lfHW 



4RIIIIII* HilA 1VBHI 

J I-b-J E4i-d h-I rr-i-f'-Bt, 1 J Tin* E-»toou 
-■ E-dlroon -■ T-jo P.*-k-I-:hi P.-:-:-rih -■ Kl-difli 
-• Cr-'.i-l* 4Ln*l ^-tCBdrdlitilMO^n 
J Pro i i 4 P.*-r 4-r-ftv 
■ Com.inl r-rFih| To P.+ r 

tsarnti v.Ti'i-c-nE' col i« .'0f-:-:-f 


R^At. AHV.V4-RS' MK 

- [•-:*E-l* Pr-:*I*-1 I-ri D#hd*l - bh-BB H-i 
L-:-b h - Hih-j Mia -b-I E*irH-l - TW-h 
E- tk-:-rii. E-Aroon -;-^-r-*t [■rk-r-.'-rr- E-tr 

4-r-la - Dotki«4l-nb-j - 4-t C-^r-dH-tii-.i 
__ 

CS9HVA ■.VEIH-II-PBI' wI I'M .I'l'f-W-f 


f-r-i-f-Bt.- k A*un of ifl.000. >JYF-Bv:*h r.4ilti 
k- h-T-i-H -:* ibh oRr ikotU lo^rt* -i-™L of 
t-* b-Bl oRr prkr k- It-coi-B-.h* of-nlri-^. 


CS5* 


WOfiTIHflWTCHI 401 lOd !Tlf II 


_^ 

V MKUT 

t, 11 J-.-.-.Ft.-u t^pwi.i 111-ji■ ■.-.-.-.-■ JJ J^vLl 
...Fv-iU-i-^fOOjOOL. l-.-.m-^l.i-.n.,^ C 
■Ih. -r.-!-M [-Jkn E'.T ,-.-^...-^1^11 U X.- 

■ ■ L.iai-J . Ii-iL JJ n^lvi F -d 'Ji.-l.-Lv.-d If PI.L 
Sti-J, EhJkj. EVI IIL OIJP-I -IffOOO 

V.TH-E-riLI' 4-IH I'M X'f-M-f 


11 WMi A'flR;- .VBU. ,Vj11 U 
, . , +i -n -d^| lnllith-dt of Ih -Roy* p-r-:f-B+,' -ii-l 
li-rv* rtd-rH-l -ii offa- of in, 000 >jr l 'li*--B--BJtl 
p-ril* rail ubrJ -ny I*|Ih -:-FFbi k- Ih bdk^i 
■►IBJ E--J:-r* -ii -todmr* -:-F-:-:h*--i-^ l-R* pl-tm 


ViTH'E-nLE 1 4011« .lOf-W-f 


o o Iqo I j"vH~i nj^io rnnHTIGnoc Wsdnesfisld 21 Hicfi Street ft01902305€C5 

iJdiea leillliya I I IUI lyayes VtolveHTamplon3VttdaK»Fmd*©19027715 


1511 y*RLK 


] 
















































































































WOLVERHAMPTON CHRONICLE, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 02 2010 Page 51 


fl Hgijiecf Property. 



Quaint cottage in 
pleasant hamlet 






■ 


_ 


T UCKED away in a pleasant 
hamlet about two miles from 
Bridgnorth, this quaint indi¬ 
vidual detached cottage is well 
placed for commuting to Telford, 
Stourbridge, Kidderminster and 
Wolverhampton. 

This well presented house, known as 
Robin Hill Cottage, is in Chapel Lane, 
Quatford. The home has been finished 
to a high standard which combines 
rustic charm with modern touches. 

Sale of this characterful home is being 
managed by the Tettenhall office of estate 
agent Bartlams, with offers invited in the 
region of £350,000. 

On the ground floor, a dining hall meas¬ 
uring 18ft x lift 8in has a beamed ceiling, 
double-glazed door and window to the front, 
a radiator, staircase to the first floor and 
glazed double doors linking with the 
lounge. 

There is a lobby with a radiator which 
leads to a guest WC, fitted with a low-level 
suite, tiled walls and a wash basin. 

Measuring 18ft x 9ft lOin, the lounge has 
an inglenook-style recessed fireplace in 
rustic brickwork incorporating a flame- 
effect gas fire, a beamed ceiling, two radia¬ 
tors, two double-glazed windows to the side, 
display shelving and glazed double doors to 
the conservatory. 

Measuring lift x 9ft, this has a radiator 
and double-glazed doors opening onto the 
garden. 

In the kitchen, measuring 12ft x 10ft, 
there is an extensive range of wall and base 
units in a light natural woodgrain finish 
incorporating laminated worksurfaces, an 
inset sink, glass-fronted cabinet, display 
shelving and a bottle rack. 

There is a fitted extractor canopy above 
the cooker space, ceramic tiled splash¬ 
backs, a built-in dishwasher and beamed 
ceiling. 

A side porch with a double-glazed door 
leads to the garden. 

Measuring 8ft x 8ft 6in, the 


utility/laundry has fitted cupboards, lami¬ 
nated worksurfaces and plumbing for a 
washing machine. 

On the first floor, a galleried landing has 
a double-glazed window looking over the 
rear. 

Measuring 14ft 3in x 10ft, the master 
bedroom has a wall-to-wall range of fitted 
wardrobes, a central heating radiator and 
double-glazed windows to the front and 
side. 

Wardrobes 

Bedroom two faces the front, measures 
10ft 7in x 9ft lOin and also has a range of 
fitted wardrobes with cupboards above. 

In the third bedroom, which has dimen¬ 
sions of 9ft 9in x 7ft lOin, there is a fitted 
wardrobe with cupboards over and a rear¬ 
facing double-glazed window. 

The bathroom has a panelled bath with 


shower over, a separate shower cubicle, 
vanity unit, low-level WC, tiled walls, a 
slatted chrome radiator/towel rail, double- 
glazed window and a built-in airing/linen 
cupboard. 

At the front of the house, a gate opens 
onto a block-paved driveway which leads 
to a double-width garage with an electri¬ 
cally-operated roller shutter door. 

What the agent refers to as a “lovely 
garden” is well screened by hedging and is 
attractively landscaped. There is a lawn 
with shrub borders, extensive paved areas, 
gravelled beds, a rockery, summerhouse 
and shed. 

The home will be reverting to its previ¬ 
ous name of “Smithy Cottage” upon com¬ 
pletion. 

Visit www.bartlams.co.uk, email tet- 
tenhallsales@bartlams.co.uk or call 
01902 754777 to arrange a viewing. 



There is an inglenook-style recessed fireplace and beamed ceiling in the lounge 


Delaioolall oa cvaobc on our <bctc 

mvw.pauldubbci1cy.co.uk 


pauldubberle y 

the estate agent 

Call Bilston Branch on 01902 494966 
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SPORT 


thednonkte 


Netball 

Victory 
thanks 
to sharp 
shots 
Tyler 
and Mo 

WHITMORE Y were 
back to their winning 
ways in the Wolverhamp¬ 
ton City Netball League’s 
Division 1. 

Super shooting from 
Mo Foster and Tyler 
Haynes, plus solid def¬ 
ending by Lauren Fones 
and Lindsey Gowland, 
saw them put last 
season’s championship 
runners-up Sam 3 to the 
sword 28-10. 

Sespite valiant 

attempts by shooters 
Karen Malpass and 
Jessica Pegg, last 
season’s champions, 
PHX, fell to Crescent. 
Their shooters, Helen 
Smith and Alison Fuller, 
pushed two extra goals to 
gain their win. 

In Division 3, Kaye Le 
Page and daughters Lucy 
and Alice led Chasers 
Juniors into a clear 
victory over Ladybirds, 
who were forced to field 
two temporary transfers 
from their second team in 
divisiion 4. 

Romped 

Sedgley Cabin 

appeared to benefit from 
the return of captain Toni 
Cubberley, who looked 
fighting fit after her 
recent operation to run 
out winners against 
Wordsley Storks. 

Division 4’s Dolls drove 
to a high scoring win over 
Whitmore Z, with 
defenders Lizzie Morse 
and Jeni Vincent con¬ 
taining Whitmore shoot¬ 
ers Jo Humphreys and 
Sarah Waller. 

Sam 4 romped home by 
nearly trebling Zimmers’ 
score, Natalie Eccles (S4) 
and Marie Burt (ZM) 
gained player of the 
match. 

Results: 

Division 1: Baileys 25 
(2) Lucas 27 (5); Crescent 
14 (5) PHX 12 (2); 

Grasshoppers 16 (1) Whit¬ 
more X 24 (5); Whitmore Y 
28(5) Sam 3 10(0). 

Division 2: Sam 1 19 (2) 
Penn Outsiders 24 (5); 
Molineux Synergy 16 (2) 
Sam 2 21 (5). 

Division 3: Wordsley 
Storks 36 (2) Sedgley 
Cabin 41 (5); Whitmore J 
22 (5) Dreamgirls 21 (2); 
Ladybirds 16 (1) Chasers 
Juniors 26 (5); Roldec8(1) 
Chase Comets 16 (5). 

Division 4: Sam 511 (1) 
Molineux Hornets 18 (5); 
Jupiter 18 (1) Chasetown 
B 24 (5); Whitmore Z 22 (1) 
Dolls 32 (5). 

Division 5: Sam 4 19 (5) 
Zimmers 7 (0). 



Wednesfield Football Club members gather round Steve Saville as he gets ready for the defence of his Midlands lightweight title 


No weeping as 
Willows go top 


WEDNESBURY Wil¬ 
lows moved back into 
contention at the top of 
the Profix GB Indoor 
Cricket League follow¬ 
ing their victory over 
Asian Sports lsts. 

Excellent bowling and 
fielding from the Wil¬ 
lows ensured that Sports 
were bowled out for just 
75. Mani Patel (21) top- 
scored as his side never 
recovered from losing 
early wickets as they 
slumped to 44-3 at the 
half-way stage. 

Willows had no prob¬ 
lems in reaching the 
target. Omar Patel (25 
not out) top-scored with 
useful support coming 
from Andy Warner (21 
not out) and Dan Slater 
(17). 

Smethwick also kept 
up the pressure at the 
top of the Premier as 
they defeated Titans. 
Zubair Shah (32 not out) 
held his nerve as Smeth¬ 
wick closed on 89-4. 

The Titans innings 


Indoor cricket 

finished well short on 
71-5. 

Amblecote picked up 
their first Division One 
win of the season as they 
overcame Asian Sports 
Seconds. 

Sports ran up 99-5, 
thanks to a fine partner¬ 
ship between Bhavesh 
Patel (39 not out) and 
Dharmesh Patel (31). 

Amblecote struck 
back in style and won 
with two balls to spare 
thanks to Adam Lock (28 
not out), Wesley Grif¬ 
fiths (27 not out) and 
Alex Bingham (23). 

In Division Two, 
Indian Sports moved 
second after beating 
Whitmore Reans. A 
boundary-laden 34 not 
out from Usman was the 
highlight for Whitmore 
Reans as they reached 
96-4. Kiran (36 not out) 
took his side to victory as 
Indian Sports edged to 


98-5. 

Would-be referees 
asked to volunteer 


Champion Steve back with team 
as he prepares to defend his title 


WOLVERHAMPTON lightweight 
Steve Saville has teamed up with 
Wednesfield Football Club to get 
himself in shape for the first defence 
of his Midlands title. 

‘The Wednesfield Bomber’ will put 
the area crown - after two years as 
champion - up-for-grabs for the first 
time against Amir Unsworth at the 
Doncaster Dome on Friday. 

And Saville has enlisted the help of 
his local football club as an extra 
fitness tool ahead of fight night, offer¬ 
ing conditioning work to the West 
Midlands League outfit’s players in 
return. 

The 34-year-old used to play for the 
Cottagers, as did younger brother 
Craig, while older sibling Dave runs 
the club-house at the Cottage 


Ground, where a coach will take the 
team and Saville’s supporters to the 
Dome on Friday afternoon. 

Saville sees the players once a 
week and has established a daily 
routine of fitness training around the 
town, which starts at the crack of 
dawn at the 24-hour Pure Gym on 
Bentley Bridge. 

Then it’s a quick pop over the road 
to the Chiquitos on site for a steak 
wrap, as red meat figures heavily in 
his diet plans for fights. 

It seems to be paying dividends for 
the Midlands champion, who actu¬ 
ally reckons football is a more dan¬ 
gerous sport! 

He said: “I take the lads on a run 
with me as well, they have some fast 
runners so it’s a good test for me. The 


team is doing well and, fitness wise, 
they are alright. 

“I take all of them on the pads, I do 
a weights circuit individually with 
them and everything they do, I do. I 
know my level of fitness is sky high 
then. 

“Football work is very good for 
cardio and boxing is more hands on, 
so to speak! 

“Boxing is obviously more physical 
but, saying that, I think I have had 
more injuries through football. 

“I have broken my leg, cheekbone, 
nose, eye socket — you name it.” 

Saville versus Unsworth comes 
under the section ‘Last Chance 
Saloon’ for the Black Country boxer, 
who has suffered four straight 
defeats since winning the title after a 


seven-round knockout of Baz Carey 
in November 2008. 

That said, three of those four oppo¬ 
nents have been champions and 
Birmingham’s Frankie Gavin was 
world amateur champion. 

It’s been hard going for Saville but 
he feels the tests against better oppo¬ 
nents actually gives him the edge 
over the challenger. 

He said: “This fight will decide 
what my future brings, but if I win I 
will be looking for bigger things. 

“I am very confident but boxing is a 
funny game and you never know 
what’s around the corner. But, if I 
give 100 per cent, I know I can do it. 

“This lad has never boxed at my 
level and I reckon I will be too strong 
for him.” 


GRASS-ROOTS football is in need of referees and 
Wolverhampton Leisure Leagues have put out a call 
for people to take up the whistle. 

Leisure Leagues executive manager Stephanie 
Bullock said: “Quite simply, without referees, our 
leagues would be unable to run. They are the most 
important individuals in our organisation.” 

Referees are wanted in Wolverhampton as a com¬ 
munity football league looks to recruit men and 
women in black. Leisure Leagues providers of five 
and six-a-side football, are running courses for 
budding referees, with only limited spaces available. 

The induction evenings will take place at Coseley 
School on Mondays and Tuesdays over the next few 
weeks. Anyone interested in the free lessons should 
ring 0845 230 2340 or email info@leisureleagues.net 
or visit www.leisureleagues.net 

Tigers claw in cash 

THE freezing weather may have postponed games 
at the weekend but it did not stop Trysull Tigers 
under 14s football team undertook a fundraising 
bag-pack at Sainsburys supermarket in Perton. The 
players brought in £328 on Saturday. Team admin¬ 
istrator Roger Bartlett said: “The Tigers would like 
to thank the store manager David Gregory for giving 
them the opportunity and a sincere thanks to all of 
the customers who gave so generously. On arrival at 
the store the lads noticed that Sainsbury’s are sup¬ 
porting the Acorns Hospice charity and voted to 
donate 10 per cent of their collection to the charity.” 


Young race ace Dean gets 
chance at wheel of FI car 


A RACING driver from Wolverhampton has 
launched his Formula One career off the starting 
grid after putting a McLaren Mercedes through its 
paces at the home of British racing, Silverstone. 

Not only did Dean Smith, aged 22, realise a life¬ 
long ambition during the 18-lap stint, he also thor¬ 
oughly impressed the watching McLaren 
management. 

Dean was said to have delivered an assured per¬ 
formance on his big debut and now plans to knuckle 
down in the feeder GP3 series in order to win a per¬ 
manent place on the FI circuit. 

He earned the opportunity to test with McLaren 
by winning the Autosport BRDC award in 2009. 


The title recognises young racing talent in the UK 
and previous winners have included FI stars David 
Coulthard, Anthony Davidson and Jenson Button. 

Last year Dean, a former student at Ellowes Hall 
Sports College, Dudley, won the Formula Renault 
championship and he was Formula BMW champion 
in 2005. Dean said his test session in a MP4-23 
McLaren Mercedes - the car raced in the 2008 FI 
World Championship - had made him hungrier 
than ever to fight his way to the pinnacle of motor 
racing. 

“Driving a Formula One car is something I’ve 
wanted to do all my life and to have actually 
achieved that aim, thanks to everyone at Vodafone 



Dean Smith in the FI car as he shows his skills at Silverstone and, right, all smiles afterwards 


McLaren Mercedes and the McLaren Autosport 
BRDC Award, really is a dream come true,” he said. 

“When I went out on track for the first time it was 
pretty wet but that wasn’t a problem, everything 
felt very comfortable and quite natural actually. 

“The McLaren Mercedes is absolutely awesome. I 
feel so privileged to have had the opportunity to test 
the car. “I’m really pleased with the job I did and the 


team told me how impressed they were too so it 
couldn’t have gone any better.” 

Dean is now looking for sponsorship to help him 
compete in GP3 again next year after finishing 
seventh in this year’s championship - the highest 
placed Briton. He added: “Now I’ve shown what I 
can do in an FI car, it’s more vital than ever to 
attract the sponsorship and investment we need.” 
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Despair to delight... Stephen Ward leads the protests after Richard Stearman’s goal is ruled offside and, right, manager Mick McCarthy lets out his emotions at the final whistle as he and assistant Terry Connor celebrate victory 


ALL SMILES AFTER 
SYLVAN’S STRIKE 


THE relief on Mick McCarthy’s face was 
palpable as Wolves recorded a much-needed 
victory with a 3-2 triumph over Sunderland. 

Sylvan Ebanks-Blake was the Molineux hero, 
coming off the bench to plunder a dramatic last- 
minute minute winner which dragged Wolves to 
within three points of the relegation safety line. 

His goal capped a fine late comeback; Sunderland 
were 2-1 up with just 10 minutes to go as a familiar tale 
of defensive errors and missed chances threatened to 
hand Wolves a crushing fifth successive defeat. 

But Ebanks-Blake’s timely intervention, preceded by 
fellow substitute Stephen Hunt’s equaliser, left 
McCarthy and 20-odd thousand jubilant supporters 
beaming. 

“My missus saw a smiling kipper on Saturday night 
instead of that poker face,” the boss said. “It is a turning 


MOLINEUX UPDATE 
with TIM SPIERS 


point. We’ve got three points which hasn’t happened 
very often this season. And if my future was in any doubt 
it was news to me.” 

There was a strangely subdued atmosphere inside 
Molineux as the two teams took to a half-frozen pitch, 
with the home faithful no doubt fearing yet another 
demoralising loss. Sunderland had steamrollered 
champions Chelsea 3-0 on their own patch just two 
weeks earlier and bared their teeth early on. 

Darren Bent, one half of a potent Black Cats strike- 
force alongside Danny Welbeck, raced into the area 
before forcing recalled keeper Wayne Hennessey into a 
low save. Wolves had begun with attacking intent and 
went close when Richard Stearman marginally failed to 




Captain for the day Kevin Foley cel¬ 
ebrates scoring Wolves’ opener 


The Wolverhampton Chronicle, a 
Midland News Association Ltd pub¬ 
lication, printed by the company at 
Ketley, Telford. Thursday, December 
2010 



get a touch on a Matt Jarvis corner. They forged a golden 
chance soon after when a Stephen Ward cross caused 
havoc. Lee Cattermole appeared to bundle Nenad 
Milijas over in the box, but played continued and Kevin 
Doyle lashed a 10-yard half volley over the bar. 

Midway through the half Wolves thought they’d taken 
the lead when Stearman turned a George Elokobi 
header over the line, but a marginally correct offside call 
halted the celebrations. 

McCarthy’s side had endured some rotten luck in 
recent weeks but they were afforded a lifeline when 
Kieran Richardson smacked a vicious 25-yard free kick 
off the inside of the post, across the goal line and wide. 

The half ended goalless but it didn’t take Wolves long 
to take the lead just five minutes after the restart. 

Captain for the day Kevin Foley chipped to Jarvis, 
who cut inside and forced a flying save from Sunderland 
keeper Craig Gordon, before Foley slammed home the 
rebound from the right of the area. Jarvis and Doyle 
went close as Wolves pressed for a second, but they were 
dealt a huge blow when Bent took advantage of Stear¬ 
man’s indecision to slot past Hennessey to equalise. 

With their tails up. Sunderland were rampant and 
after Bent drove into the side netting, Steed Mal- 
branque forced Hennessey into an acrobatic tip over the 
crossbar. Their pressure told on 77 minutes when 
Welbeck glanced a superb inswinging Phil Bardsley 
cross into the corner to break Wolves hearts. 

Dramatic fashion 

The hosts, though, refused to be downbeat and just 
four minutes later they were level again when Hunt 
gleefully prodded over the line after Gordon had saved 
an Elokobi header. The three points were up for grabs 
and it was Wolves who grabbed them in dramatic 
fashion with the clock reading 89 minutes. 

Doyle, in a tight corner down the left, cut an excellent 
pass inside for Ebanks-Blake, who took a touch and 
hammered past Gordon to send Molineux into raptures 
and secure a wonderful late win. 

After the game the match-winner said: “It’s a brilliant 
feeling and I was delighted to get the winning goal. 

“But I’m more delighted for the lads and everyone 
involved that we got the three points because I thought 
we deserved it. Our luck had to change at some point 
and Saturday was the day.” 

Wolves will look to make it two wins on the trot this 
weekend when they take on beleaguered Blackburn 
Rovers - who lost 7-1 to Manchester United on Saturday 
- at Ewood Park. They do so without veteran defender 
Jody Craddock, who will now be out until 2011 with his 
troublesome hip injury. 

Another who won’t be on the coach is Jelle van 
Damme, who this week signed for Standard Liege. He 
joined Wolves just five months ago but the 27-year-old 
has returned to his native Belgium after failing to settle. 



Jubilant Syvlan Ebanks-Blake celebrates his winning goal 
against Sunderland with Richard Stearman and Kevin Doyle 
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Whether you're planning a relaxing tine .vfch family 
and friends or getting ready for the party seaeon 
there's always pies it/ to do. Preparing for Christmas 
can be a stressful tine and with the austere times 
ahead, savvy shoppers are IcoKing for ways to 
get more fer less this Christmas. 


There's lot* of ways your local markets aie making 
Christmas shopping easy this year, including extra 
opening days making it easy to pop in - just take a 
look at our calendar With our markets open on 
Christmas Eve you con make sure you get fresh 
produce straight to the festive table or pick up those 
last minute presents. If you like to plan in advance 
t*hy not viafc one of the many butchers at Elston or 
Wolverhampton food halls and pre- order your 
Christmas roast. 
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have >oj ev**thouof becoming yourowo boss and opening ostaJi of your own' 
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Open days over Christmas 
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